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INTRODUCTION. 

X-iV£RY circuq[iftance, .relating. to the difcovery 
and fettlement^.pf America, is an interefting, ,ob- 
jed: of enquiry. Yet, it is prefumed, from the prefent 
(tate of Uterature in the United States, that many 
perfpns^ who might be entertained with an American 
produftion of this kind, are buf ilighdy acquainted 
with, the life and chara&erof that great man, whofe 
extraordinary genius led him to the difcovery of the. 
continent, and whofe lingular fufferings ought, to 
excit;e ,the indignation of the world. 

, Christo.pher.CJJrlumbus. was born in the re- 
public of Genoa, about the year 1447, at a time 
when the navigation of Europe, was. fcarcely cjx- 
tend^d. beyond the limits of the Mediterranean* 
The mariner's compafs . had been invented and in 
common ufe for. more than, a century; yet- with 
the help of this fure guide, prompted by the mofl 
ardent fpirit of difcovery, and encouraged by the 
patronage of princes, the mariners of thpfe days 
rarely ,^ntured from,. the .fight;, of ^ land. They acr 
qjuired ^e2it applaufe by failing along the coaft 
of Africa^ and, difcpvering fome of theheighbourihg 
illands ; . and after pulhing their refearches with the 

A greateft 
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jLliV£Ry. circu^iftance. relating. to the difcovery 
and fettl^ment^pf America, is an interefting, .ob- 
jed; of enquiry. Yet, it is prefumed, from theprefent 
flafte.of literauire in the United States, that many 
perfons^ who fpight be entertained with an American 
produftion of diis kind, are but ilighdy acquainted 
w.ith..the life and chara&er.pf that great man, whofe 
extraordinary genius led him to the difcovery of the. 
continent, and whofe lingular fufferings ought to 
excite the indign^ition of the world. 

CsRisTo,PHER,Cl|?LUMBU& was bom in the re- 
public of Genoa, about the year 1447, at a jticae 
when the navigation of Europe, was. fcarcely ex- 
tended . beyond the liniits of the Mediterranean* 
The mariner's compafs.had been invented and in 
common ufe for. more than, a century; yet with 
the help of this fure guide, prompted by the moft 
ardent fpirit of difcovery, and encouraged by tie 
patronage of princes, the mariners of thpfe days 
rarely ventured from,. the .fight;, of. land. They acr 
qiiired great applaufe by failing along the coaft 
of Africa; anddifcpvering fome of the neighbouring 
illands ;. and after pulhing dieir refearches with the 
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greateft induftry and perfeverance for more than 
half a century, the Portugueife, who were the moft 
fortunate and enterprifing, extended their difco- 
veries fouthward no farther than the equator! 

The rich commodities of the Eaft had, for fe- 
Veral ages, been brought into Europe by the way 
of the Red-Sea ar^d the Mediterranean ; and it had 
now become the objeft of the Portuguefc to find a 
paff^ to India, by failing round the fouthem ex- 
tremity of Africa, and then taking an eaftern courie. 
This ^eat objeft engaged the general attention of 
mankind, and drew into the Portuguefe fervice 
adventurers from every maritime nation in Europe. 
Every year added to their experience in navigation, 
and feemed to promife a reward to their induftry. 
The profpeft, however, of arriving at India was 
extremely diftant; fifty years perfeverance in the 
fame track, had brought them only to the equator; 
and it was probable that as many more would 
lelapfe before they could accomplifh their pur- 
pofe. But Columbus, by an uncommon exertion 
of genius, formed a defign no lefs aftonifhing to 
the age in which he lived, than beneficial to 
pollerity. This defign was to fail to India by tak- 
ing a weftern direftion. By the accounts of travel- 
lers who had vifited India, that country feemed 
alfnoft without iimits on the eaft; and, by 

attending 



INTRODUCTION. 3 

attending to the fpherical figure of the earth, 
Columbus drew this conclulion— that the Atlantic 
ocean muft be bounded -on the weft either by 
India itfelf, or by fome great continent not far 
diftant from it. 

This extraordinary man, who was now about 
twcnty-feven years of age, appears to have pof- 
iefTed every talent, requifite to form and execute 
the greateft enterprifes. He was early educated 
in all the ufeful fciences that were taught in that 
day. He had made great proficiency in geography, 
aftronomy and drawing, as they were neceflary 
to his fevburite purfuit of navigation. He had 
now been a number of years in the fervice of 
the Portuguefe, and had acquired all the cxpe- 
Tichce that their voyages and difcoveries could 
afibrd. His courage and perfeverance had been 
put to the feVereft teft, and the exercife of every 
amiable and heroic virtue rendered him univerfally 
known and refpefted. He had married a Portu- 
guefe lady, by whom he had two fons, Diego and 
Ferdinand ; the younger of whom is the hiftorian 
of his life. 

Such was the fituation of Columbus, when he 
formed and thorouglily digefted a plan, which, in 
its operation and confequences, unfolded to the 
View of mankind, one half of the globe, difFufed 

A 2 wealth 



4 IN TRODUCTION. 

wealth and dignity over the other, and extended 
commerce - and- civilizattoa. thuougb . the whole. 
To corroborate the theory which he had formed of 
the exiftence of a weftern continent, his- difceming 
mind, which always knew the applidationr oi^vcty 
circumftance that fell in his way^ .had. ohfetved 
(everal fads, which by others would .Jjaw pafled 
unnoticed. In hi§ voyages :to the African :iflafids, 
he had found, floating aihorc: after a lontg/W(?ftpm 
ftorm, pieces of wood carved in a curioua^mmner, 
canes of a fize unknown in that quartQi:. pf ,the 
world, and human bodies with. very. iingular.fi^a*- 
tures. Fully, confirmed in the opinion ..that a jcon> 
liderable portion of the earth was ftill undifcpvqred, 
hi$ genius was too vigorous and . perjfeveriftg to 
fufFer an idea of this importance to reft.jfuecelyJii 
fpeculation, as it had done in the mindji o£'^tito 
and Seneca,., who appear Jp have had canjeftwe^jof 
a fimilar nature. He determined therefore to»bang 
his favourite theory to the teftof experiment. .But 
an objeft of that magnitude required the patronage 
of a prince; and a defign fo vextraordinary^rnaet 
with all the obftruftions, delays and difappoint- 
ments, which an age of fuperftition could invent, 
and which perfpnal jealqufy and malice could mag- 
nify and encoumge; Happily for mankind,, ip. this 
iaftancej^aigejiius, capable of deviling the greateft 

under- 
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undereakings, . alibciated - in itfelf a degree of pa- 
tience and* enterprifeV modefty and confidence, 
whidi jendpred liim fuperior, not only to thefc 
mi^ominesi'^bui^^o all -the future calamities of his 
lifei^^-Excited by the mo.ft: ardent enthufiafm to 
be'thei dtfcoverer-of .^e%<5ontinents, and fully fen- 
fible of , the ^adyaittagesr that would refult to man- 
^djEi4'&o^ fuch difcoveries,'he had the mortification 
to fWaftc.^awayi^gl;^te|Sffl|."r^ of his^ life^ after hi« 
fyfteip.^as.well eftablillted i^i bis own mind, before 
hCr-couFd obtain the means of executing his defigns. 
TCHeigj^tel^ part of -thisr -period was fpent in fuc- 
cepiiv^aflfcd fruidefs foiifitaupns, in Genoai Poftu- 
g^-^nd*.Spttin.*^ As^ a.cjuty to his native country, 
he made his firft propofaljto^ the Senate of Genoa j 
whei5!®ti%^as;fQonfreie£te^ - Confcious of the truth 
<^£^isY^oa^^ ^d^iO^^hi^'Q)^. -abilities to. e^cuc<^ hk 
d^%%, ^-retired .wyth^ytx^^ from, a body of 

m^ fd?tf^W^e-4ncapable. of fprming any j\ift idea? 
.vlpon,:.tJfce iub3e&;--^ad; applied with frefeconfi- 
.de^e;^t0 John the Se^wri,; king of Portugal, whp 

!M(^.-4iitinguift>ed .himfelf .as the gneat paffon of 

navig^tidn;, .an4' in whofe.fervice. Columbus. '^had 
.acc{Lii^ped,a...reputation which entitled himiand his 

prijjfift tpj general confidence and approbation, Bu.t 
.liere^)>Q fiaflfered an infuk much greater thanadired 

refufaL'.- After referring the examination of his 
. . . .; ' -A. 3 fchemc 
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fcheme to the council who had the direftion of 
naval afFdrs, and drawing from' him his -general' 
ideas of the length of the voyage and tHe ccKirfe he' 
meant to take, that great monarch hkd the mean- 
nefs to confpire with this council to rob Columbus 
of the glory and advant^e he expefted to derive 
from his undertaking. While Columbus was 
iamufed with this negotiation, in hope* of having 
his fcheme adopted and patronifed, a veffel was 
fecretly difpatched, by order of the king, to make, 
the intended difcovery. Want of Ikill and perfe- 
verance in the pilot rendered the plot unfocccfsfol ; 
and Columbus, on difcoVciring the treachery, re- 
tired with an ingenuous indignation frx>m a court 
capable of fuch duplicity. 

Having now performed what was due to the 
country that gave him birth, and to the one that 
had adopted him as a fiibjeft, he was dt liberty to 
court the patronage of any prince who ftiould have 
the wifdom and juftice to accept his propofals. He 
had communicated his ideas to his brother Bar- 
tholomew, whom he fent to England to negoAte 
with Henry the Seventh ; at the fame time that he 
went himfelf into Spain to apply in perfon to Fer- 
dinand and Ifabella, who governed the united 
kingdonls of Arragon and Caftile. The circum- 
ftanccs of his brother's application in England, 

which 
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which appears to have been unfuccefsfui, is not to 
my purpofe to rekte ; and the- limits prefcribed to 
diis Introdudtion will prevent the detail of all die 
partictjlars relating to his own negotiation in Sp^n, 
In this negotiation Columbus {pent eight years in 
the various agitations of fufpence, expeftation and 
difappointment ; till at length his fcheme was 
adopted by Ifabella, who undertook, as queeh of 
Caftile, to defray the expences of the expedition ; 
and declared herfelf, ever after, the friend and 
patron of the hero who projected it. 

Columbus, who, during all his ill (uccefs in 
the negotiation, never abated any thing of the 
honours and emoluments which he expefted to 
acquire in the expedition, obtained from Ferdinand 
and Ifabella a fiiJl ftipulation of every article con- 
tained in his firjft propofals. He was conftituted 
high admiral and viceroy of all the feas, iflands, 
and continents which he fhould difcover; with 
power to receive one tenth of the profits arifing 
from their productions and commerce* Thefe 
offices and emoluments were to be hereditary in 
his family. 

These articles being adjufted, the preparations 
for the voyage were brought forward with rapidity^; 
but they were by no means adequate to the im- 
portance of the expedition. Three fmall vefleb, 
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fcarcely fufficient in fize to be employed in the 
coaftihg bufinefs, were appointed to traverfe the 
yaft Atlantic; and to encounter the ftorms arid 
currents that might be expedted in fo long a voyage, 
through diftant and unknown leas. Thefe veHel<i, 
as might be expeded in the ihfancy of navigation, 
were ill. conftrufted, in a poor condition,' «trid 
matm^d • by feamen unaccuftomed ^ to ' diftant 
voyages, i But the tedious length of tinae ' which 
Columbus had fpent in; folicitation and fufpence, 
and the profped of being able foon to obtain the 
object of his wiftiesy induced him to -overlook what 
he could not eafily remedy,' and led him to difre- 
^rd thofe circumflances' which' would have inti- 
midated any other mind. He accordingly eqiapped 
his fmall fquadron with' as- much expedition as 
ppffihlcj^manned with ninety men, and viduaUed 
for one y^r. With thefe, on the 3d of Auguft 
1492, ,amidft a vaft crowd of tsinxious fpeftators, 
he fet {ail on an entcrprife, which, if wetronfider 
the ill condition of his fhips, the inexperience of 
his iailors, the- length and uncertainty of his voyage, 
and the confequences that flowed from it,.: was the 
mpft daring and important that ever was under- 
takeiiv . Hetoujched at fom^e of the Portuguefe 
fettlements in the Canary Illes.;i where, although he 
had been but a few days out, he founds hb veffels 

needed 
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needed refitting. He ^foon made the neceflary re- 
pairs, 'land took his departure from the weftermdft 
iflands that had hitherto been difcovered. Here he 
left the former track of navigation, and fleered his 
courfe due-^eft. 

. N'or* niany days after he had been at fea, he 
began ^^ to experience a '"new fcene of difficulty'. 
Th<?'lait6rs -now began to contemplate the dangers 
and uncercaifr iffue • of a voyage, the natuue and 
length of whidi was kft entirely open to conjeftiirc- 
Befides the £ckleilefs and timidity natural to men 
unaccuftoined to the difcipline of a fea-faring lifb*, 
feveral'crrcortiftances. contributed to infpire an obi- 
ftinatc aind mutinous difpofitioft, which requfred 
the moft'confummate art, as well as fortitude, in 
the admiral to controuL* Having been three weeks 
at.ftaj and^cxperiended the uniform courfeof the 
trade ivinds^ which always blbvi^^'in a weftem direc- 
tion, they contended that, ftiould they continue the 
fame /comfe/ for a longer- period, the fame winds 
would* never permit them to return to Spain. The 
magnedG-'needle began to vary its direction: ■ This 
being die' firft time that phenomenon was ever 
difcovered, it was ' viewed by the failors with afto- 
nifhmcnt, and confidcred as an indication that na- 
ture; itfelf. had changed. her xourfe, and that Provi- 
dedce was determined to pimilh their audacity, in 

venturing 
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venturing fo far beyond the ordinary bounds of 
man. They declared tha^ the commands of their 
fovereign had been fully obeyed, in their proceed- 
ing fo many days in the fame diredion, and fo far 
furpafling the attempts of all former nav^tors, in 
queft of new difcoveries. Every talent, requLfitc 
for governing, foothing and tempering the paflions 
of men, is confpicuous in the conduit of Columbus 
on this oceafion. The dignity and affability of his 
manners, his furprifing knowledge and experience 
in naval affairs, his unwearied and minute attention 
to the duties of his command, g4ve him a com- 
plete afcendency pver the minds of his, men, and 
in^ired that degree of confidence which would 
have maintained his authority in almoft any pofli- 
ble circumftances. But here, from the nature of 
the undertaking, every man had leifure to feed his 
inugination with all' the gloominefs and uncertainty 
of the profped. They found, every day, that the 
fame fteady gales carried them with great rapidity 
from their native country, and indeed from all 
countries of which they had any knowledge. Not- 
wixhftanding all the variety of , management with 
which Columbus addrefled himfelf to their paflions 
•r— fometimes by foothing them with the prognoftics 
of difcovering land, fometimes by flattering their 
ambition and feeling their avarice, with the glory 

and 
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and wealth they would acquire from difcovering 
thofe rich countries beyond the Atlantic, and fome- 
times by threatening them with the difpleafure of 
their fovereign, (hould their timidity and difobe- 
dience defeat; fo great an objeft — their uneafinefs 
ftill increafed. From fecret whifperings, it arofe to 
open mutiny and dangerous confpiracy. At length 
they determined to rid themfelves of the remon- 
jftrances of Columbus, by throwing him into the 
fea. The infeftion fpread from (hip to (hip, and 
involved officers as well as common failors. They 
finally loft all fenfe of fubordination, and addrefied 
their commander in an infolent manner, demand- 
ing to be condufted immediately back to Spain, 
or, they affured him, they would feek their own 
fafety by taking away his life. Columbus, whofe 
lagacity and penetration had difcovered every 
(ymptom of the diforder, was prepared for this laft 
ftj^ of it, ^d was fufficiently apprifed of the 
danger that awaited him. He found it vain to 
contend with paffions he could no longer controuL 
He therefore propoFed that they (hould obey his 
orders for three days longer ; and, (hould they not 
difcover land in that time, he would then direft his 
courfe for Spain. They complied with his pro- 
pofal; and, happily for mankind, in three days 
they difcovered land. This was a fmall ifland, to 

which 
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dron of fevaiteen (hips of confidcrablc burthen. 
Volunteers of all ranks and conditions folicitcd to 
be employed in this expedition. He carried over 
fifteen hundred perfons, together with all the ne- 
ceflaries for eftabliftiing a colony and extending his 
difcoveries. In this voyage he explored moft of 
the Weft-India .Iflands ; but, on his arrival at 
HUpaniola, he found that the garrifon he had left 
there had been tot^ly deftrojred by the natives, 
and the fort demolifhed. He however proceeded 
in the planting of his colony ; and, by his prudent 
and humane condufl: towards the natives, he effec- 
tually eftablifhed the Spanilh audiority in that 
ifland. But while he was thus laying the founda- 
tion of dieir future grandeur in South America, 
fome difcontented perfons, who had returned to 
Spain, together with his former enemies in that 
kingdom, confpired to accomplifli his ruin. 

They reprefented his condud in fuch a light at 
court, as to create uneafinefs and diftruft in the 
jealous mind of Ferdinand, iand made it neceflary 
for Columbus again to return to Spain, in order to 
counteract their machinations, and to obtain fuch 
farther fuppiies as were neceflary to his great po- 
litical and benevolent purpofes. On his arriving at 
court, and ftating with his ufual dignity and confi- 
dengethe whole hiflory of his tranladions abroad, 

every 
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every thing wore a favourable appearance. He was 
received with ufual honours, and folicited to take 
charge of another fquadron, to carry out farther 
fupplies, to purfue his difcoveries, and in every 
refpeft to ufe his difcretion in extendingthe Spanifh 
empire in the new world. In this third voyage he 
difcovered the continent of America at the mouth 
of the river Oronoque. He reftified many diforders 
in his government of Hifpaniola, which had hap* 
pened in his abfence; and everything was going on 
in a profperous train, when an event was announced 
to him, which completed his own ruin, and gave a 
fatal turn to the Spanifh policy and condudt in 
America. This was the arrival of Francis de 
Bovadilla, with a commiflion to fupercede Co- 
lumbus in his government ; and with power ta 
arraign him as a criminal, and to judge of his 
former adminiftration. 

It feems that by this time the enemies of Co- 
lumbus, defpairing to complete his ovenhrow by 
groundlefs ihfinuations of mal-condu<9:, had taken 
the more effeftual method of exciting the jealoufy 
of their fovereigns. From the promifmg famples 
of gold and other valuable commodities brought 
firom America, diey took xKtsRon to Teprefent to 
the king and queen, that the prodigious wealth 
and extent of the countries he had difcovered would 

fooa 
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foon throw fuch power into the hmds of the 
viceroy, that he would tran:iple on tjie jrpyal autho- 
rity, aJid bid defiance to the Spanifhrppwer. .Thefe 
argunients were well, calculated for, tKe cold ^d 
fufpicioiis temper of FerdinancJ, . and , they muft 
havp had foiine effed: upon th^ vpijxd pf Ifabella.. 
The coinfequence was the appointpient qf Bov^- 
dilla, who had been the jinyeterate ..eaeniy of 
Columbus, to take the government frpna his hands. 
Thi§ firft tyrant of th^Spanil^ nation, in America 
^ixeganhis adjniniftration by ■orderiag.Columbus to 
be put in chains on bpardrof a,ft^ip^,.^d fending 
him prifoner to Spain. . By relaxing all difcipline, 
he introduced difprder and lic.entioufnefs through- 
oqt the colony. He fubjedted the unhappy natiyes 
to a moft miferable fervitude, and appcMrticped th^m 
out in large numbers among his adherents^ Under 
this fevere treatment perifhed, in a (hort time, 
many thoufands of thofe innocent people. 

Columbus was carried in his fetters to. the 
Spanifh. court, where the king; and: ^que^n either 
feigned or felt a fufficient regret at the. condud:,of 
Bovadilla toward^ tliis illuftrious prifoner. He was 
not only rfcleafed from confinement, but treated 
with, all imaginable -refpedt. But, althpu^K ,the 
king endeavoure4 to expiate the, pflfence by cen- 
furing and recalling Bovadilla, yet we may judge of 

his 
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his fincerity, from his appointing Nicholas de 
Ovando, another bitter enemy of Columbus, to 
fucceed in the government, and from his ever after 
refufing to reinftate Columbus, or to fulfil any of 
the conditions on which the difcoveries were under- 
taken. After two years of felicitation for this or 
fome odier employment, he at length obtained a 
fquadron of four fmall veffels to attempt new dif- 
coveries. He now fet out, with the ardour and 
enthufiafm of a young adventui-er, in queft of what 
was always his favourite objed, a paflage into the 
South Sea, by which he might {ail to India. He 
touched at Hifpaniola, where Ovando, the gover- 
nor, refiifed him admittance on fhore, even to take 
Ihelter during a hurricane, the prognoftics of which 
his experience had taught him to difcern. By. 
putting into a fmall creek, he rode out the ftorm, 
and then bore away for the continent. He fpent 
feveral months, in the mofl: boifterous feafon of tEe 
year, in exploring the coaft round the gulph of 
Mexico, in hopes of finding the intended naviga- 
tion to India. At length he was fhipwreckcd, aad 
driven alhore on the ifland of Jamaica. % 

His cup of calamities feemed now completely 
full. He was cafl: upon an ifland of favages, with- 
out prcwgfions, without any veflel, and thirty leagues 
from any Spanifli fettlement. But the greateft 
phyfical misfortunes are capable of being imbit- 

B tered 
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tered by the infults of our fellow-creatures. A few 
of his hardy companions generoufly offered, in two 
Indian canoes, to attempt a voyage to Hifpaniola, 
in hopes of obtainmg a vefTel for the relief of the 
unhappy crew. After fufFering every extremity of 
danger and hardfhip, riiey arrived at the Spanifh 
colony in ten days. Ovando, through perfonal 
malice and jealoufy of Columbus, after having de- 
tained thefe meffengers eight months, dilpatched a 
veffel to Jamaica, in order to fpy out the condition 
of Columbus and his crew, with pofitive inftruftions 
to the captain not to afford them any relief. This 
order was punftually executed. The captain ap- 
proached the fhore, delivered a letter of empty com- 
pliment from Ovando to the admiral, received his 
anfwer, and returned. About four months after- 
wards a vefTel came to tlieir relief; and Columbus, 
worn out with fatigues and broken with misfor- 
tunes, returned for the lafl time to Spain. Here a 
new diftrefs awaited him, which he confidered as 
one of the greateft he had fufFefed in his whole life : 
this was the death of queen Ifabella, his lafl and 
greatefl fjflnd. 

He did not fuddenly abandon himfelf to defpair. , 
He called upon the gratitude and juflice of the king; 
and, in terms of dignity, demanded the fulfilment 
of his former contraft. Notwithflanding his age 
and infirmities, he even folicited to be farther em- 
ployed 
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'ployed in.extending the career of difcovery, without 
a profpeft of any other reward but the confcioufnefs 
of doing good to mankind. But Ferdinand, cold, 
ungrateful, and timid, dared not to comply with a 
(ingle propofal of this kind, left he fliould increafe 
his own obligations to ^ man, whofe fervices he 
thought it dangerous to reward. He therefore de- 
layed and avoided any decifion on thefe fubjefts, in 
hopes thdt the declining health of Columbus would 
foon rid the court of the remonftranccs of a man, 
whofe extraordinary merit was, in their opinion, a 
fufEcient reafon for deftroying him. In this they 
were not difappointed. Columbus languifhed a 
Ihort time, and gladly refigned a life, which had 
been worn out in the moft eflential fervices, per- 
haps, that were ever rendered, by any one man, to 
an ungrateful world. 



Some time in this gloomy interval, before his 
death, this Vifion is fuppofed to have been prefented 
to him ; in order to fatisfy his benevolent mind, by 
unfolding to him the importance of hlff difcoveries^ 
in their extenfive influence tipon the intereft and 
happinefs of mankind, in the progrefs of fociety. 

The autlior has indulged a fmall anachronifm in 
the opening of the poem, for the fake of grouping 
the misfortunes of the hero ; as the time of his real 

B a im- 
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iitiprifonment was previous to his laft voyage and 
to the death of Ifabella. 

The author, at firft, formed an idea of attempting 
a regular epic poem, on the difcovery of America. . 
But on examining the nature of that event, he found 
that the moft brilliant i^ibjedts incident to fuch a 
plan wouldarife from the confequences of the difcovery, 
and muft be reprefented in vifion. Indeed to have 
made it a patriotic poem, by extending the fubjeA 
to the fettlement and revolutions of North America, 
and their probable effeft upon the future progrefe 
of fociety at large, would have protradted the vifion 
to (iich a degree as to render it dilproportionate to 
the reft of the work. To avoid an abfurdity of this 
kind, which he luppofed the critics would not 
pardon, he rejeded the idea of a regular epic form, 
and has confined his plan to the train of events 
which might be reprefented to the hero in vifion. 
This form he confiders as the'beft that the nature of 
the fubje<9: would admit ; and the regularity of the 
parts will appear by obferving, that there is a fingle 
- poetical defign conftandy kept in view, which is, to 
.gratify and Tooth the defponding mind of the hero: 
it being the greateft poffible reward of his fervices, 
and the only one that his fituation would permit him 
to enjoy, to convince him that his labours had not . 
been beilowed in vain, and that he was the author 
oi fuch extenfive happinefs to the human race. 
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BOOK I. 

#ONG had tlie Sage, the firft who dar'd to brave 
The unknown dangers of the weftern wave, 
Who taught mankind where future empires lay 
In thefe fair confines of defcending day, 
With cares o'erwbelm'd, in life's diftrefflng gloom, 5 

Wifli'd from a thanklefs world a peaceful tomb ; 
While kings and nations, envious of his name, 
Enjoy'd his labours and ufurp'd his fame. 
And gave the chief, .from promiTd empire hurl'd. 
Chains for a crown, a prifon for a world. 10 

Now night and filence held their lonely reign, 
Tlie half-orb'd moon declining to the main j 
Defcending clouds, o'er varying ether driven, 
Obfcur'd the ftars and ihut the eye from heaven 5 
Cold mifts through qp'ning grates the cell invade, i ij 

And deathlike terronflkit the midnight ihade ; 
When from a vifionary, fhort repofe, 
That rais'd new cares and temper'd keener wocs^ 

B 4 Co. 
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Columbus woke, and to the walls addrefs'd 

The deep-felt forrows of his manly breaft. ao 

Here lies the purchafe, here the wretched fpoil. 
Of painful y^rs and perfcvering toil. 
For thefc dread walks, this hideous haunt of pain, 
I tracM new regions o'er the pathlefs main, 
Dar*d all the dangers of the dreary wave, .25 

Hung o*er its clefts and toppM the fiirpng grave, - 
Saw billowy Teas in (welling mountains roll, 
And burfting thunders rock the reddening pole. 
Death rear his front in every (ireadftil form. 
Gape from beneath and blacken in the ftorm ; 30 

Till, toft far onward to the Ikirts of day, 
Where milder funs difpens'd a fmiling ray. 
Through brighter flues my happier &i]s defcry*d 
Tlie golden banks that j)ound the weftem tide. 
And gave th*admiring world that bounteous ihore 35 

Their wealth to nations and to kings their power. 

Oh land of wonders F dear, delufive coaft, 
To thefe fond aged eyes for ever loft f 
No more thy flowery vales I trav^oV^ 
For me thy mountains rear the ^^(^Bo morc^ 40 

For me thy rocks no fparkling gems unfold, 
Or ftreams luxuriant wear their paths in goM ;. 

From 
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prom realms of promised peace for ever borne, 
I hail dread anguiih,. and in fecret mourn. 

But dangers pad, a world explor*d in vain, 45 

And foes triumphant, (hew but half my pain. 
Diffembling friends, each earlier joy who gave, 
^^d fir'd my youth the ftorms of fete to brave, 
Swarrti'd in the funfliine of my happier days, 
PurfuM the fortune and partook the praife, 56 

Bore in my doubtful caufe a two-fold part. 
The garb of friendfhip and the viper's heart, 
iTow pafs my cell with fmiles of four difdain, 
Infult my woes and triumph in my pain. 

One gentle guardian Heaven indulgent gave, 55 

And now that guardian flumbers in the grave. 
Hear from above, thou dear departed Shade,* 
A« once my joys, my prefent forrows aid, 
Burft my full heart, afford that lafl relief. 
Breathe back my lighs and reinfpire my grief; 60 

Still in my fight diy royal form appears. 
Reproves my fUence and demands my tears. 
Oit that blefl hour my foul delights to dwell, 
When thy prote6kion bade the canvafs fwell ; 

* The death of queen I&bella, which happened previous to 
the lail return of Columbus from America, was his mod bitter 
(aVieSt of regret; as in her he loft his only friend. 

When 
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When kings and courtiers found their fadlions vain, 65 

Blind Superftition flirunk beneath her chain. 

The fun's glad beam led on the circling way, 

And ifles rofe beauteous in the weftern day. 

But o'er thofe filv'ry fhcwes, that new domain, 

Wtiat crouds of tyrants fix thejr horrid reign ! 70 

Again bold Freedom feeks her kindred fkies, 

Tfuth leaves the world, md Ifabella dies. 

Oh, lend thy friendly ihroud to veil my fight, . ; 
That thefe pain'd eyes may dr^ad no more. the light, 
Tliefe welcome fhades ftiall clpfe my inftant dc^om, . 75 
And this drear manfion moulder to a tomL, 

Thus mourn'd tlae haplefs man, ^a tliunderijig found 
Roll'd roVind the fhuddering walls and fhookthe ground; 
O'er all the dome, where folemn arches bend,; , ; j 
The roofs unfold and ftreams of light defcend ; - 80 
Tlie growing fplendor fiH'd* th'aftoni&'d room, 
And gales etherial breath'd a glad perfume;. . . . • 
Mild in the midft a radifint ^^f^ph {hone, j 
Rob'd in the veftments of tj^e.rifmg fun ^, 
Tall rofe his ftature, youth's primeval grace 85 

Adorn'd his limbs and brightened in his face. 
His clofmg wingSy in golden 4)lumag€ dreft, 
XVith gentle fweep came'folding o'er his brekft. 
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His locks in rolling ringlets glittering hung, 

And founds melodious mov'd his heav'nly tongue : 90 

Rife, trembling Cluef, to fcenes of rapture, rife. 
This voice awaits thee from th' approving fkies ; 
Thy juft complaints, in God's own pi-efence known, 
Have caird compaffion from his bounteous throne ; 
Aflume no more the deep defpondmg ftrain, 95 

Nor count thy toils, nor deem thy virtues vain, 
Tho' faithlefs men thy injur'd worth defpife, 
*Tis thus they treat the bleflings of the fkies ; 
For look thro' nature, Heav'n's own condu£t trace, 
What power divine fuftains th'unthankful race ! 100 

From that great fource, that life-infpiring foul. 
Suns drew their light and fyftems learn'd to roll. 
Time walk'd the filent round, and life began. 
And God's fair image ftamp'd the mind of man ; 
His cares, hit bounties fill the realms of fpace, 105 

And fhine fupetior in thy favour 'd race ; 
Men fpeak their wants, th* all-bounteous hand fupplies. 
And gives the good that mortals dare defpife. 
In thefe dark vales where blinded fedion fways, 
Wealth, pride and conqueft claim the palm of praife, 1 10 
Aw'd into flaves, while grov'ling millions groan, 
And blood-ftain'd fteps lead upwards to a Arone. 

Far 
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Far other wre^iths thy virtuous temples claim. 
Far nobler honours build thy facred name ; 
Be thine the joys immortal minds that grace, 115 

And thine the toils that blefs a kindred race. 
Now raife thy ravifh*d foul to fccnes more bright. 
The vifiion'd ^cs rifing on thy fight ; 
For, wing'd with fpeed, from worlds of light I came. 
To footh thy grief and Ihow thy diftant feme. 120 

As that great Seer, i^diofe animating rod 
Taught Ifrael's fons the wonder-working God, 
Who led, thro' drej^ry waftes, the murm'Hng band 
To the rich confines of the promis'd land, 
Opprefs'd with years, from Pifgah's beauteotis height, 125 
O'er boundlefs regions caft the raptur'd fight ; 
The blifs of unborn nations warm'd his bread. 
Repaid his toils and footh'd his foul to reft*, - ^ 
Thus, o'er thy fubjeft wave, (halt thou behold 
Far happier realms their future charms unfold, jy^ 

In nobler pomp another Pifgah rife. 
Beneath whofe foot thy new-found Canaan lies ; 
There, rapt in vifion, hail the diftantdime. 
And tafte the blefTings of remoteft time. 

The Seraph fpoke ; and now before them lay 13S 

(The doors unbair'd) a fteep afccnding way, 

That> 
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That, through difpartlng fhadcs, arofe on high, 

RcachM o*cr the hills, and Icngthcn'd up the flcv, 

ShowM a clear fummit, rich with rifing flowers, 

That breathe their odours through celeftial bowers ; 140 

O'er proud Hifpanian fplres, it looks fublime, * 

Subjcdls the Alps and levels all the clime. 

Led by the Power, Columbus gain'd the height, 

A touch from heav'n fublim'd his mortal fight. 

And, calm beneath them, flow'd the weftem main, 145 

Far ftretch'd, Immenfe, a fky-encircled plain ; 

No fail, no iile, no cloud invefts the bound. 

Nor billowy furge difturbs th'unvaried round ; 

Till, deep in diftant heav'ns, the fun's dim ray 

ToppM unknown clifis and call'd them up to day ; 150 

Slow ^immering into fight wide regions drew. 

And ^ofe and brighten'd on th'expanding view ; 

Fair fweep the waves, the leffening ocean fmiles, 

And breathes the fragrance of a thoufand ifles ; 

Near and more near the long-drawn coafts arife, 155 

Bays flretch dieir arms and mountains lift die ikies. 

The lakes, unfolding, point the ftreams their way, 

The plains, the hills, their fpreading Ikirts difplay. 

The vales draw forth, high walk th'approaching groves. 

And all the majefty of nature moves. 16 d 

O'er 
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O'er the wild climes his eyes delighted rove, 
Where lands extend and glittering waji^rs move ; 
He faw, through central realms, the winding fhore 
Spread the deep Grulph, his fail had trac'd before, 
The Darien ifthmns meet the raging tide, 165 

Join diflant lands and neighb'ririg feas divide, 
On either fide the fhores unbouRded bend, 
Pufh wide their waves, Jind to the poles afcend ; • 
While two great continents united rife. 
Broad as the main and lengthen'd with the fldes. 170 

Silent the Hero gaz'd ; when thus the Guide : 
Here fpreads the world, thy daring fail defcry'd. 
Ages unborn {hall blefe the happy day, 
That faw thy ftreamers fhape the tracklefs way. 
While through the growing realms thy fons fhall tread, 175 
And following millions trace the path you led. 
Behold yon iflcs, where firft thy flag unfurl'd, 
Wav'd peaceful triumph o'er the weftern world, 
Where, aw'd to fUence, favage bands gave place. 
And hail*d with joy the fun-dcfcended race !* i8o 



* The original inhabitants of Hifpaniola were worfhippers 
©f the fun. On the firft landing of the Europeans, they were 
fuppo ed to be gods, and confequently defcended from the fun. 
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Sec there the banks that pureft waters lave, 
Swift Oronoque rolls back the ocean's wave, 
The well-known current cleaves the lofty coaft, 
Where Paria's walks thy former footfteps boafl ! 
Thefe fcanty fhdres no more thy joys (hall bound, 185 
See nobler profpefls lead their fwelling round, 
Nature's fublimeft fcenes before thee roll. 
And years and empires open on thy foul ! 

High to yon feats exalt thy roving view, 
"Where Quito's lofty plains o'erlook Peru, 190 

On whofe broad bafe, like clouds together driven, 
A world exalted props the fkirts of heaven. 
From fouth to north, what long blue fronts arife ! 
Ridge over ridge, and loft in ambient Ikies ! 
Approaching near, they heave expanding bounds, 195 

The yielding concave bends fublimer rounds. 
Earth's loftieft towers there lift the daring height. 
And all the Andes fill the bounded fight. 

Round the low bafe what floping breaches bend ! 
Hills form on hills, and trees o'er trees extend, 20® 

Afcending, whitening, how the crags are loft ! 
O'erwhelm'd with fummits of eternal froft ; 
Broad fields of ice give back the morning ray, 
Like walls of funs, or heaven's perennial day. 

There 
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There folding florms on eaftem pinions ride, ac>S 

Veil the black heav*n, and wrap the mountain's fide, 
The thunders rake the crags, the rains defcend, 
And the long light'nings o'er the vallies bend» 
While blafts unburden'd fweep the cliffs of {now, 
The whirlwinds wheel above, the floods convolve below. 210 
There molten rocks, explofive rend their tomb, 
And dread volcanoes ope the nations' doom. 
Wild o'er the regions pour the floods of fire. 
The (hores heave backward and the feas retire. 
There flumbering vengeance waits th' Almighty's call, 215 
Long ages hence to fliake fome guilty wall ; 
Thy pride, O Lima, fwells the fulph'rous wave, 
And fimes, and priefts, and idols crowd thy grave. 

But ceafe, my fon, thefe dread events to trace. 
Nor learn the woes that wait thy kindred race. 220 

Beyond thofe glimmering hilk, in lands unknown. 
O'er the wide gulph, beyond the flaming zone. 
Thro' milder climes, fee gentler mountains rife. 
Where yon im regions bound the northern flties. 
Back from the fhore afcending champaigns run, 225 

And lift their heights to hail the eaftem fun, 
Through all the midland realm, to yon blue pole. 
The green hills lengtlicn and the rivers roll. 

So 
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Sec there the banks that pureft waters lave, 
Swift Oronoque rolls back the ocean's wave, 
The well-known current cleaves the lofty coaft, 
Where Paria's walks thy former footfteps boaft ! 
Thefe fcanty fhores no more thy joys (hall bound, 185 
See nobler profpefts lead their fwelling round, 
Nature's fublimeft fcenes before thee roll. 
And years and empires open on thy foul ! 

High to yon feats exalt thy roving view, 
Where Quito's lofty plains o'erlook Peru, 190 

On whofe broad bafe, like clouds together driven, 
A world exalted props the fkirts of heaven. 
From fouth to north, what long blue fronts arife ! 
Ridge over ridge, and loft in ambient fldes ! 
Approaching near, they heave expanding bounds, 195 

The yielding concave bends fublimer rounds. 
Earth's loftieft towers there lift the daring height, 
And all the Andes fill the bounded fight. 

Round the low bafe what floping breaches bend ! 
Hills form on hills, and trees o'er trees extend, 20® 

Afcending, whitening, how the crags are loft ! 
O'erwhelm'd with fummits of eternal froft ; 
Broad fields of ice give back the morning ray, 
Like walls of funs, or heaven's perennial day. 

There 
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What treafur'd llores the lofty hills combuie ! 
Sleep there ye diamonds, and ye ores refine, 
Exalt your heads, ye oaks, ye pines, afcend, 4 

Till future navies bid your branches bend. 
Then fpread the canvafs o'er the w?itery way, 
Explore new worlds and teach the old your fway. 

He faid, and northward caft his wondering eyes, 
Where other cliffs, in other climes, arife. 
Where bleak Acadia fpreads the dangerous coaft, 
And ifles and fhoals their latent horrors boaft, 
High in the diftant heav'n, the hoary height 
Heaves the glad failor an eternal light.* 
Nor could thofe hills, unaotic'd, raife their head. 
That look fublirae o'er Hudfon's winding bed ; 
Tho' no bold fidion rear them to the fkies, 
Tho' neighboring fummits far fuperior rife ; 
Yet the blue Kaatfkdl, where the ftorms divide. 
Would lift the heav'ns from Atlas' lab'ring pride. 

Awhile the ridgy heights his notice claim. 
And hilb unnumber'd rofe without a name,. 
Which plac'd, in pon\p, on any eaftern ihore, 
Taurus would {brink, the Alps be fung no more ; 

* The White Hills of Nova Scotia, though fifty miles i 
the fea, are the firft land to be difcovered in approaching 
part of North Anierica, and ferve as a land mark for a c< 
dcrable length of coaft, of very difficult navigation. 
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Fot here gfeat Nature, more exalted fhow'd 275 

The laft afcending footfteps of her God. 

He faw thofe mountains ope their watery ttore, 
Floods leave their caves, thro' hills difparting pour, 
Cleave the wide plains and feek the diftant ftrand. 
And lave their beauteous banks, where future towns 

muft ftand. , 280 

Firft, from the dreadful Andes' opening fide. 
He faw Maranon * lead his fovereign tide^ 
A thoufand hills for him dilTolve their fnow, 
A thoufand flreams obedient bend below, 



* This river, from different circumfhinces, has obtained fe- 
vcral different names. It has been called Amazon^ from an idea 
that fome part of the neighbouring country was inhabited by a 
race of warlike women, refembling whsCt Herodotus relates of 
the Amazons of Scythia. It has been called Orellana^ from its 
having been difcovcred by a Spanifh officer of that name, who, 
on 9 certain expedition, deferted from the younger Pizarro, on 
one of the fources of this river, and navigated it from thence to 
the ocean. Maranon is the original name given it by the natives 
of the country ; which name I choofe to follow. 

If we eftimate its magnitude by the length of its courfe, and 
the quantity of its water, it is much the greateft river that has 
hitherto come to our knowledge. Its navigation is faid to be 
uninterrupted for four thoufand miles from me fea, its breadth, 
within the banks, is fixty geographical miles ; it receives in its^ 
courie a variety of ereat rivers, befides thofe defcribed in the 
fucceeding paragraphs of the text. Manv of thrfe defcend from 
elevated countries and mountains covered with ihow, the melt- 
ing of which annually fwells the Maranon above its banks; 
wnen it overflows and fertilizes a vail extent of territory. 
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From different climes their devious courfes wind, a8 C 

Sweep beds of ore and leave their gold behind. 

In headlong dilara£bi' indignant heave, 

Rufh to his opening banks and fwell the fweeping ^fravc. 1 

Ucayla, chief of all his mighty fons, 
From Cufco's heights a boundlefc journey runs ; 290 

Yutay moves gently in a fhorter courfe, 
And rapid Yatva pours a gathering force ; 
Far in a v/ild, by namelefs tributes fed. 
The filent Chavar wears a lonely bed; 
Aloft, where northern Quito fits on high, - 295 

The roaring Napo quits his mifty fky; 
Down the long fteeps, in whitening torrents driven. 
Like Nile defcending . from his fabled heaven. 
While other waves and lakes unknown to fame, 
Difcharge their urns and fill the fwelling ftream, 300 

That, far, fi-om clime to clime, majcftic goes. 
Enlarging, widening, deepening as it flows ; 
Approaching ocean hears the diftant roar. 
Moves up its bed, nor finds th' expefted fhore ; 
His frcfhening waves, with high and hoary tide, 305 

Whelm back the flood, and ifles and champaigns hide. 
Till mingling waters lead the downward fweep, 
And waves, and tgrees, and banks roll whirling to the deep.' 

Now,' 
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Now, where the fun in milder glory beams, 
Brazilians hills pour down their fpreading ftreams, 310 

The fmiling lakes their opening fides difplay, 
And winding vales prolong the devious way ; 
He faw Xaraya's * diamond banks unfold, 
And Paragnay's deep channel pav'd with gold, 
Saw proud Potofi lift his glittering head, 315 

Whence the clear Plata wears his tinftur'd bed ; 
Rich with the fpoils of many a diftant mine, 
In one broad filver fea their floods combine ; 
"Wide o'er the realms its annual bounties fpread. 
By namelefs ftreams from various mountains fed ; 320 

The thirfty regions wait its glad return, 
And drink their future harvefts from its urn. 

Round the cold climes, beneath the fouthern fky, 
Thy path, Magellan, caught the Hero's eye ; 
The long cleft ridges wall'd the fpreading way, .3^5 

Fair gleaming weftv/ard to the placid fea. 

* Some of the richeft diamond mines are found on the banks 
of the lake Xaraj/a. The river Paraguay is remarkable for the 
quantities of gold dufl fouud in it's channel. The Rio de la 
Plata^ properly fo called, has its fource in the mountains of 
Potofi; ancf it is probably from this circumftance, that it received 
its name, which lignifies the Rinjer of Silver. This river, after 
being joined by the Paraguay, which is larger than itfelf, retains 
its own name till it joins the fea. Near the mouth, it- is ninety 
miles wide ; but it is in other refpedls far inferior to the 
Maranon. 

C 3 Soon 
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Soon as the diftant wave was feen to roll. 

His ancient wiflies * fill'd his rifmg foul, 

Warm from his heaving heart an anxious figh 

Breath'd o'er his lips ; he turn'd his moiften'd eye, 330 

And thus befought the angel : Speak, my guide. 

Where leads the pafs ? and whence yon purple tide ? 

How the dim waves in blending ether ftray. 

No lands behind them rife, no ftreamers in them play \ 

' In thofe low £kies extends the boundlefs main, 335 

I fought fo long, and fought, alas, in vaiq. 

Reftore, celeftial Power, my youthful morn. 

Call back my years, and bid my fame return ; 

Grant me to trace, beyond that pathlefs fea. 

Some happier fhore from luft of empire free j 340 

In that for world to fix a peaceful bower, 

From envy £afe, and curil Ovando's power. 

Earth's happieft realms, let not their diftance hide. 

Nor feas for ever roll their ufelefs tide. 

Bid unborn nations burft the womb of time, 345 

And rife to birth in that indulgent clime ; 

* The great objeft of Columbus in moft of his voyages was 
to difcover a weftern paflage to India. For this purpofe he 
niivigated the gulph of Mexico, with great care, and was much 
diiappointed in not finding a pds into the South Sea. The view 
he IS heVe fuppofed to have of that ocean would therefore na- 
turally recall hw former defire of failing found the world. 

And 
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And grant me ftill, this final tafk to dare, 
One vent'rous bark, and be nay life thy care. 

The Hero fpoke ; the feraph mild replies, 
While warm compafSon foften'd in his eyes : 350 

Though ftill to virtuous deeds thy mind afpires, 
And heav'nly vifions kindle new djfires ; 
Yet hear with reverence what attends thy ftate. 
Nor wifti to pafs th' eternal bounds of fate. 
Led by this facred light thy foul fhall fee, 355 

That half mankind fhall owe their blifs to thee, • 

And joyous empires claim their future birth, 
In thefe fair bounds of fea-encircled earth ; • 

While unborn times, by thine example preft. 
Shall call forth heroes to explore the reft. 360 

Beyond thofe feas, the well-known climes arife. 
Where morning fplendors gild the Indian fkies. 
The circling courfe to Madagafcar's (horcs, 
Round Afric's cape, bold Gama now explores ; 
Another pafs thefe opening ftraits provide, f 365 

Nor long fhall reft the daring fearch untry'd ; 
This watery glade (hall open foon to feme> 
Here a loft hero fix his lafting name,* 

* The Straits of Magellan; fo called from having been dif- 
covered by that navigator, who firft attejcnpted to, go round the 
world, and loft his lite in the attempt. 

C 4 ' From 
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From that new main in furious waves be toft, 

And fall neglefted on the barb'rous coaft. 370 

But fee the chief from Albion's ftrand arife, 
Speed in his pinions, fame before his eyes ! 
Hither, O Drake, difplay the haftening fails, 
Widen ye pajQTes, and awake ye gales. 
Move thou before him, heav'n-revolving fun, 375 

Wind his long courfe, and teach him where to run, 
Earth's diftant (hores, in circling bands unite, 
JLands, learn your fame, . and oceans, roll in light, 
Round all the beauteous globe his flag be hurl'd, 
A new Columbus to th'aftonifh'd world ! 380 

He fpoke ; and filent tow'rd the northern Iky, 
Wide o'er the realms the Hero caft his eye ; 
Saw the long floods thro' devious channels pour, 
And wind their currents to the opening ihore ; 
While midland feas and lonely lakes difplay 385 

Their glittering glories to the beams of day. 
Thy c^pes, Virginia, towering from the tide, 
Rais'd their blue banks, and ftretch'd their borders wide ; 
To future fails unfold a circling way. 
And guard the bofom of thy beauteous Bay. 390 

Where, from each ^ diftant Alleganian height. 
Thy fpreading ftre^ims lay glimmering to the light ; 

Yorit 
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York led his wave, imbank'd in flowery pride. 

And nobler James fell winding by his fide ; 

Back tow'rd the hills, through many a filent vale, 395 

Wild Rappahanock feem'd to lure the fail. 

While, far o'er all, in fea-like azure fpYead, 

The great Potowmac fwept his lordly bed. 

When thus he faw the mingling waters play. 
And feas, in loft diforder, idly ftray, 400 

The firowning forefts ftretch the dulky wing. 
And deadly damps forbid the fruits to fpring. 
No feafons clothe the field with beauteous grain. 
No buoyant ihip attempt the ufelefs main. 
With fond impatience, heav'nly feer, he cry'd, 40^ 

When fhall my children crofs the lonely tide ? 
Here, here, my fons, the hand of culture bring. 
Here teach the lawns to fmile, the groves to fing ; 
Ye facred floods, no longer vainly glide. 
Ye harvcfts, load them, and ye forefts, ride, 410 

Bear the deep burden from the joyous fwain, 
And tell the world where peace and plenty reign. 

Now round the coaft, where other floods invite. 

He fondly tum'd ; they fill'd his eager fight : 

Here Del' ware's waves the yielding fhores divide, 415 

And here majeftic Hudfon pours his tide ; 

Thy 
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Thy parent ftream, fair Hartford, met his eye. 

Far leffening upward to the northern fky ; 

No watery glades thro' richer valleys (hine. 

Nor drinks the fea a lovelier wave than thine. 420 

Myftick and Charles adom'd their bloomy illes. 

And gay Pi£cat*way caught his paffing fmiles ; 

Swift Kenebeck, defcending from on high. 

Swept the tall hills and lengthen'd down the Iky ; 

When hoarfe refounding through the gaping (hore, 425 

He heard cold Laurence' dreadful furges roar. 

Tho' foftening May had -wak'd the vernal blade, 

And happier climes her fragrant garb difplay'd, 

Yet howling winter, in this bleak domain. 

Shook tlie wide wafte, and held his gloomy reign ; 430 

Still groans the flood, in frozen fetters bound, 

And ifles of ice his angry front furround ; 

Cloth'd in white majefty, the foaming main 

Leads up the tide and tempts the wintery chain. 

Billows on billows lift the maddening brine, 435 

And feas and clouds in battling conflidl join. 

The dafli'd wave ftruggling heaves in fwelling fweep» 

Wide crafli tlie portals of the frozen deep ; 

Till, forc'd aloft, high-bounding in the air. 

Moves the blear ice and iheds a hideous glare^ 440 

The 
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The torn foundations on the furface ride, 
And wrecks of winter load the downward tide. 

Now where the lakes, thofe midland oceans lie, 
Columbus tum'd his heav'n-illumin'd eye. 
Ontario's banks, unfolding on the north, 445 

With fweep majeftic, pour'd his Laurence forth ; 
Above, bold Erie's wave fublimely flood, 
Look'd o'er the cliff* and heav'd his headlong flood ; 
Far circling in the north, great Huron fpread. 
And Michigan o'erwhelm'd a weftem bed ; 45O 

While, flretch'd in circling majefly away, 
The deep Superior clos'd the fetting day. 
Wide opening round them, lands delightful fpread. 
Deep groves innumerous cafl a folemn (hade ; 
Slow mov'd the fettling mifl in lurid ftreams, 455 

And dufky radiance brown'd the folar beams ; 
O'er all the fcene the great difcoverer flood. 
And thus addrefs'd the meffenger of good : 
But why thefe feats, that feem referv'd to grace 
The virtuous toils of fome illuflrious race, 460 

Why fpread fo wide, and form'd fo fair in vain ? 
And why fp diflant rolls th'unconfcious main ? 
Thefe defert fountains mufl for ever refl. 
Of man unfeen, by native beafls poflefl, 
* The fellf of Niagara. 
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For, fee ! no fhip can point the canvafs here, 465 

No ftream cpndudb, nor ocean wanders near, 

Eternal winter clothes the fhelvy fliores. 

Where yon far northern* fon of Neptune roars ; 

Or fhould bold barks his frozen entrance brave. 

And climes by culture warm his leffening wave, 47a 

Yon frightful Catara£l exhalts the brow. 

And frowns defiance to the world below. 

To whom the Seraph. Here extended lies 
The happieft realm that feels the foftering fkies ; 
Led by this arm thy fons ftiall hither come, 475 

And dreams obedient yield the heroes room ; 
Nor think no pafs can find the diftant main, 
Or heav'n's laft polifh touch'd thefe climes in vain^ 
See the bold Miffifippi bend his way 
Thro* all the weftern boundlefs tra£ls of day j 480 

From lonely lakes behold his current led. 
And filent waves adorn his infant head; 
Far fouth thro' happy regions fee him wind, 
By gathering floods and nobler fountains joined. 
Yon opening gulph receive the beauteous wave, 485 

And thy known ifles his frefh'ning current lave. 
To his broad bed tlieir tributary (lores, 
Akanfa here, and there Miffouri pours, 
* St. Laurence. 
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Rouge, from the weftern wild, his channel fills, 

Ohio, gather'd from a thoufand hills, 490 

The Black, the Yazoes fed by Georgian fprings, 

And Illinois his northern tribute brings ; 

There lie^ the path thy friture fons fhall trace. 

And fpread o'er thefe wide realms the glory of thy race. 

So taught the Saint, The regions nearer drew, 495 
And other objedts claim'd the Hero's view. 
Retiring far round Hudfon's frozen bay. 
Where leflening circles flirink beyond the day. 
The (hivering ftirubs fcarce brave the difmal clime. 
Snows ever-rifmg with the years of time ; 500 

The beafts all whitening roam the lifelefs plain. 
And caves unfrequent fcoop the couch for man. 

Where fpring's coy fteps, in cold Canadia, ftray. 
And joylefs feafons hold unequal fway. 
He faw the pine its daring mantle rear, 505 

Break the rude blaft and mock th'inclement year. 
Secure the limits of the angry fkies. 
And bid all fouthern vegetation rife. 
Wild o*er the vaft impenetrable round. 
The untrod bgw'rs of fliadowy nature frown'd ; 510 

The neighb'ring cedar wav'd its honours wide. 
The fir's tall boughs, the oak's refiftlefs pride. 

The 
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The branching beech, the afpen's trembUng fhade, 

Veil'd the dim heav'ns and brown'd the dufky glade. 

Here in huge crouds thofe fturdy fons of earth, 515 

In frofty regions, claim a nobler birth ; 

Where heavy trunks the fhelt'ring dome required, 

And copious fuel feeds the wint'ry fires. 

While warmer funs that fouthern climes emblaze, 

A cool deep umbrage o'er the woodland raife ; 520 

Floridia's fhores their blooms around him fpread. 

And Georgian hills ereft^heir fliady head. 

Beneath tall trees, in livelier verdure gay. 

Long level walks a humble garb difplay ; 

The infant maize unconfcious of its worth, 525 

Points the green fpire and bends the foliage forth ; 

Sweeten'd on flowery banks, the pafling air '• 

Breathes all th'untafted fragrance of the year ;. 

Unbidden harvefls o'er the regions rife. 

And blooming life repays the genial ildes. 530 

Where circling fhores around the gulph extend. 

The bounteous groves widi richer burdens bend ; 

Spontaneous fruits th'uplifted palms unfold, 

The beauteous orange waves a load of gold,. 

The untaught viniJ, the wildly-wanton cane 535 

Bloom on the wafte, and clothe th'enarbour'd plain ; 

The 
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The rich pimento £cents the ndghbouring fldcs. 
And woolly clufters o'er the cotton rife. 
Here, in one view, the fame glad branches bring 
The fruits of autumn and the flowers of fpring ; 540 

No wint'ry bkfts th'unchanging year deform, 
Nor beafts unflielter'd fear the pinching florm ; 
But vernal breezes o'er the blolToms rove. 
And breathe the ripen'd juices thro' tlie grove. 
Beneath the cryftal wave's inconftant light, 545 

Pearl's undiftinguifh'd fparkle on the fight ; 
From opening earth, in living luftre, fhine 
The various treafures of the blazing mine ; 
Hills, cleft before him, all their flores unfold. 
The quick mercurius and the burning gold ; ^^o 

While gems of various hues, in bright array. 
Illume the changing rocks and fhed the beams of day. 
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Natives of America appear in vijion. 7%eir manners 
and charapers. Columbus enquires the caufe of the 
dijftmila/ity of nations^ The Angel replies — That the 
human body is compofed of a due proportion of the 
elements fmted tp the place of its firft creation — that 
thefe elements y differently proportioned ^ produce all the 
changes of healthy Jicknefiy growth^ and decay ; cntd 
will Hkewife produce any other changes which occa- 
Jion the diverjity of men — that thefe elemental pro^ 
portions are varied^ not more by climate^ than tern-* 
peraturey and many other local accidents '^^ that the 
mind is Hkewife in a fate of change^ and will take 
its phyfical charaBer from the body and from external 
ebjefls : examples. Enquiry and anjwer concermng 
the firfi peopling of America. View of Mexico, Its 
dejiru^ion by Cortez. View of Cufco and ^ito^ 
cities of Peru, Tradition of Capac and Oella^ 
founders of the Peruvian empire, Columbus enquires 
into their real hijlory. The angel gives an account of 
their origin^ and relates the Jiratagems they ufed in 
eftabUJhing that empire. 
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. IGH o'er the fcene, as thus Columbus gaz*d, 
Th* indulgent Power his arm fublimely raisM ; 
When round the realms fuperior luftre ffcw, 
And call'd new wonders to the Hero's vicw^ 

He faw, at once, as far as eyfe could rove, ^ 

Ukc fcattering herds, the fwarthy people move, 
In tribes innumerable ; all the wafte. 
Beneath their fteps, a varying fliadow caft. 
As airy ihapes, beneath the moon's pale eye. 
When broken clouds fail o'er the curtain'd flcy, lo 

Spread thro' the grove and flit along the glade, 
And caft their grifly phantoms through the fhade $ 
So move the hordes, in thickets half conceal'd. 
Or vagrant ftalking o'er the open field. 
Here ever-reftlefs tribes^ defpifing home, f ^ 

0*cr ihadowy ftreams and tracklefs deferts roam ; 
"Wliile others there, thro' dowi^s and hamlets ftray» 
And riling domes a happier ftate dlfplay. 

Da The 
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The painted chiefs, in death's grim terrors dreft, 
Rife fierce to war, and beat the favage breaft ; 20 

Dark round their fteps coUedling warriors pour, 
And dire revenge begins the hideous roar ; 
While to the realms around the fignal flies, 
And tribes on tribes, in dread diforder, rife. 
Track the mute foe and fcour the diftant wood, 25 

Wide as a florm, and dreadful as a flood ; 
Or deep in groves* the filent ambufh lay, 
Or wing the flight or fweep the prizse away, 
Unconfcious babes and reverend fires devour. 
Drink the warm blood, and paint their cheeks with gore. 30 

Awhile he gaz'd, with dubious thoughts opprcfs'd. 
And thus his wavering voice the Power addrefs'd :— 
Say, to what clals of nature's fons belong 
The countlqfs tribes of this untutor'd throng ? 
WJiere human frames and brutal fouk combine, og 

No forcer can tame them, and no arts refine. 
Can thefe be fiifliton'd on the focial plan. 
Or boaft a lineage with the race of man ? 
In yon fair ifle, * vriicn fir ft my wandering view 
Rang'd the glad coaft and met the favage <:rew ,- 40 

* The ifland of Hilpaniola ; where Columbiw planted a 
colony in his firft voyage. See the Introduaion. 

A 
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A timorous herd, like harmlefs roes, they ran, 

And caird us gods, from whom their tribes began. 

But when, their fears allay'd, in us they trace 

The well-known image of a mortal race ; ■ 

When Spanifh blood their wondering eyes beheld, 45 

Returning rage their changing bofoms fwellM ; 

They rous'd their bands from numerous hills afar. 

To feaft their fouls on ruin, waftc and war. 

Nor plighted vows, nor fure defeat, controul 

The fame indignant favagenefs of foul. 5^ 

Tell then, my Seer, from what dire fons of earth , 

The brutal people drew their ancient birth? 

Whether in reahns, the weftern heav'ns that clofe, 

A tribe diftin£): from other nations rofe. 

Born to fubjeftion ; when, in haf^ier time, 55 

A nobler race fhould had their fruitful clime. 

Or, if a common fource all nations claim, 

Their lineage, form, and reas'ning powers the fame. 

What fovereign caufe, in fecret wifdom laid, 

This wondVous change in God's own work has made ? 69 

Why various powers of foul and tints of face 

In different climes diverfify the race ? 

To whom the Guide : — Unnumber'd caufes lie 
In earth, and fea, and round the varying Iky, 

D 3 That 
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That fire the foul, or damp the genial flame, 65 

And work their wonders on the human frame. 

See beauty, form, and colour change with place—* 

Here charms of health the blooming^vifage grace ; 

There pale difeafes float in every wind, 

Deform the figure, and degrade the mind. 70 

From earth's own elements, thy race at firft 
Rofe into life, the children of the duft ; 
Thefe kindred elements, by various ufe, 
Nourifh the growth and every change produce ; • 
In each afcending ftage the man fuftain, 7^ 

His breath, his food, his phyfic, and his bane. 
In due proportions, where thefe virtues lie, 
A perfect form their equal aids fupply ; 
And, while unchanged tfrefficient caufes reign, 
Age foU'wing age th'unvaried race maintain. 80 

But where crude elements diftempcr'd rife. 
And caft their fick'ning vapours round the ikies. 
Unlike that harmony of human frame, 
Where God's firft works and Nature's were the famt, 
Th' unconfcious tribes, attemp'ring to the clime, 85 

Still vary downward with the years of time ; 
Till fix'd, at laft, their charafters abide. 
And local likenefs feeds their local pride. 

The 
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The foul too, varying with the changing clime, 

Feeble or fierce, or groveling or fublimc, 90 

Forms with the liody to a kindred plan. 

And lives the fame, a nation or a man. 

Yet think not clime alone the tint controuls, 

On every fhore, by altitude of poles ; 

A difierent caft the glowing zone demands, 95 

In Paria's blooms,* from Tombut's burning faiids. 

Internal caufes, thro' the earth and fkies. 

Blow in the breeze or on the mountain rife. 

Thro' air and ocean, with their changes run. 

Breathe from the ground, or circle with the fun. 100 

Where thefe long fhores their boundkfs regions fpread^ 
See the fame form all different tribes pervade ; 
Thro' all alike the fertile forefts bloom, 
And all, uncultur'd, Ihed a folenm gloom ; 
Thro' all great nature's boldeft features rife, 105 

Sink into vales and tower amid tlie fkies ; 
Streams, darkly winding, ftretch a broader fway. 
The groves and mountains bolda: walks difplay ; 
A dread fublimity informs the whole, 
And wakes a dread fublimity of (ouL 110 



* Paria is a country nerr the river Orono<jue ; the only part 
of the contiDent of America that Colua.bus had feen. Tombut^ 
in the fame latitude, is the moll fieril part of Africa. 
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Yet time and art fhall other changes find. 
And open ftill and vary dill the mind. 
The countlefs fwarms that tread thefe daak abodes, 
Who glean fpontaneous fruits and range the woods, 
Fix'd. here for ages, m their fwarlhy face 115 

Difplay the wild complexion of the place* 
Yet when their tribes to happy nations rife, 
And earth by culture warms* the genial flties, 

* Without entering into any difcuiSon on the thetory of heat 
and cold, the author, in vindication of the expreffion in the 
text, would juft obferve, that feme folid mafs of matter, fuch 
for inftance as the furface of the earth, fefcras abfolutely neceflary 
to the production of heat. At lead it muft be a matter more 
compact than that of the fun's rays ; and perhaps its power of 
producing heat is in propoition to its folidi^. That the warmth 
communicated to the atmofphere is generated by the combined 
caufes of the earth and the lun, he is not difpofed to deny ; but 
he thinks the agency of the former much more powerful in this 
operation than that of the latter, and its prefencc more indif- 
pcnfible ; as mafles of matter will produce heat by friAion, with« 
out the aid of the fun ; but no experiment has yet proved that 
the rays of the fun are capable of producing heat, without the 
aid of earthy matter. The air is temperate inthofe cavities of the 
earth where the fun is the mofl: cffe^ually excluded ; whereas, 
the coldeft regions of which we have any knowledge are the 
tops of the Andes ; where the fun's rays have the mofl: dire6t 
operation, being the moft verticle and the leaft obftruAed by 
vapours. Thofe regions are too far removed from the l>road 
furface of the earth, which is requifite to warm the furrounding 
atmofphere by its co-operation with the aftion of the fun. 

From thefe principles we may conclude that cultivation tends 
to warm the atmofphere and meliorate the climate of a cold 
country; as by removing the forefts and the marfhes, the folid 
earth is open to the fun, and a£ts upon the air. 

According to the defcriptians given of the middle parts of 

Europe 
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A feirer tint and mcwe majeftk grace 

Shall flufti their features and exalt the race ; 1 20 

While milder arts, with focial joys refinM, 

Infpire new beauties in the growing mind. 

Thy foU'wers too, fair Europe's nobleft pride, 
When future gales fhall wing them o'er the tide, 
A ruddier hue * and deeper fhade fliall gain, 1 25 

And ftalk, in ftatelier figures, o'er the plain. 
While nature's grandeur lifts the eye abroad 
O'er thefe dread footfteps of the forming God, 
Wing'd on a wider glance the vent'rous foul 
Bids greater powers and bolder thoughts unroll ; 1 30 

The fage, the chief, the patriot, unconfinM, 
Shield thd weak world and meliorate mankind. 

But think not thou, in all the range of man, 
Xhat difierent pairs, in different climes, began ; 
Or tribes diftinft, by fignal marks confeft, 135 

Were born to ferve or fubjugate the reft. 

Europe by Carfai' and Tacitus, It appears that thofe countries 
were much colder in the days of thofe writers, than at prefent ; 
cultivation has already foftened the climate to a great degree. 
The fame eflfeft begins to be perceived in North America, and 
will doubtlefs one day be as apparent as the prefent difference in 
the temperature of the two continents. 

* The complexion of the inhabitants of North America, who 
^e defcended from the Englifh and Dutch, is evidently darker, 
and their ftaturc taller, than thofe of the Englifh and Dutch in 
£uiope 
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The Hero heard, and thiis refum'd the ftrain :— 
Who led thefe wand'rers o'er the dreary main ? 
Could their weak fires, unfldll'd in human lore, 
Build the bold bark, to feck an unknown fhore ; 140 

A fliore fo diftant from the world befide. 
So dark the tempefts, and fo wild the tide, 
That Greece and Tyre, and all who tempt the fea. 
Have fliunnM the talk, and left the fame to me? - 

When firft thy roving race, the Power reply 'd, 145 

Leam'd by the ftars the devious fail to guide, 
From ftormy Hellefpont explored the way. 
And fought the boundaries of the Midland fea ; 
Ere great Alcides form'd the impious plan 
To check the &il, and bound the fteps of man, — 150 

Driv'n from the Calpian ftraits, a haplefs train 
Roird on the waves that fweep the weftern main ; 
While eaftem ftorms the bill'wing ikies o'erfhade. 
Nor fun nor ftars afford their wonted aid. 
For many a darkfome day, o'erwhelm'd and tofl, 155 
Their fails, thdr oars in fwall'wing furges loft -, 
At length, the clouds withdrawn, they fad defcry 
Their courfe dire6ling from their native fky ; 
No hope remains ; while, o'er the flaming zone. 
The wind ftUl bears them with the circling fun ; 160 

TiU 
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Till the wild walks of this delightful coaft 

Receive to lonely feats the fufiering hoft. 

The fruitftd plains invite their fteps to roam, 

Renounce their forrows, and forget their home ; 

Revolving years their ceafelefs wanderings led, 165 

And from their fons deicending nations fpread. * 

Thefe round the fouth and middle region ftray, 

Where cultur*d fields their growing arts difplay ; 

While northern tribes a later fource demand, 

A race defcended firom the Afian ftrand. 170 

JNTow tow'rd the diftant pole thy view extend ; 

See ifles and fhores and feas Pacific blend ; 

That peopled coaft, where Amur's current glides. 

From thy own world a narrow frith divides ; 

There Tartar hofts, for numerous years, have fail'd, 175 

And changing tribes thefe fruitful regions hail'd. 

He look'd : the north-weft (hores beneath him fpread. 
And moving nations on the margin tread. 
As, when autumnal ftorms awake their force. 
The ftorks foreboding tempt their foudiern courfe ; 180 
From all the fields collefling throngs arife, 
Mount on the wing and crowd along the ikies ; 
Thus, to his eye, from far Siberia's fhore. 
Thro' ifles and ieas, the gath'ring people pour^ 

FrQra 
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From thofe cold regions hlil a happier ftrand, 185 

Leap from the wave and tread the welcome land ; 
Tlie growing tribes extend their fouthem fway, 
And widely wander to a milder day. 

But why — the Chief replied — if ages paft 
Have led thefe vagrants oVr the wilder^d wafte— 190 

If human fouls, for foetal compaft given, 
Liform their nature with the ftamp of heaven. 
Why the dread glooms for ever muft they rove, 
Artd no mild joys their tcmperM paflions move ? 
Ages remote and dark thou bring'ft to light, 195 

When the firft leaders dar'd the weftcm flight. 
On other ibores, in cveiy eaftem clime. 
Since that unletter'd, diftant tra£k of time, 
What arts have fhone ! what empires found their place f 
What golden fceptres fway'd the human race ! 20a 

What guilt and grandeur from their feats been hurl'd. 
And dire divulfions (hook the changing world I 
Ere Rome's bold Eagle clave th'affrighted air, 
Ere Sparta form'd her death-like fons of war, 
Ere proud Chaldea few her towers arife, 205 

Or Memphian columns heav'd againft the ikies ; 
Thefe tribes have ftray'd beneath the fruitful zone, 
Their fouls unpolifh'd, and their name unknown. 

The 
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The voice of heav'n n^ly'd :-^A fcanty train, 
In that far age, approach'd the wide domain ; 21a 

"Where fertile groves, with game and fruitage crown'd, 
Supply 'd their wiflies ffom th'uncultur'd ground. 
By nature form'd to rove, thereftlefs mind, 
Of freedom fond, will ramble unconfin'd. 
Till all the realm is fill'd,. and rival right 215 

Heftrains their fteps, and bids their fr)rce unite ; 
When common fafety builds a common caufc. 
Conforms their interefts and infpires their laws ; 
By mutual ch^s their different manners hknd. 
Their frelds bloom joyous, and their walls afcend. 220 

Here, to their growing hofts, no bounds arojGe, 
They claim'd no fafeguard, as they &ar'd no foes ; 

Round all the land their fcatt'riug £bns muft fiiay, 

'Etc civil arts could claim a iiettkd fway. 

And what a world their mazy wand'rings led ! 225 

What ftreams and wilds in boundless order fpread I 

See the fhores lengthen, fee the rivers roll, ' 

To each far main and each extended pole ! 

Yet circling years the deftin'd conrfc have run. 

The realms are peopled and their arts begun. ^30 

Behold, where that mid region flrikes the eyes, 

A few fair cities glitter to the Ikies; 

There 
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There move, in eaftem pofDp» the toils of ftatei 

And temples heave^ magnificently great. 
The Hero look'd ; when from the varying height, 235 

Three growing fplendors» nfing on the fight, 

Flam'd like a conftellation : high in view, 

Afccnding near, their opening glories drew; 

In equal pomp, beneath their roofs of gold. 

Three fpiry towns, in blazing pride, unfold* 24^ 

So, led by vifions of the guiding God, 

The facred Seer* in P^mos' wafte who trod. 

Saw the dim vault of heav'n its folds unbend. 

And ^tes and fpires and ftreets and domes defcend ; 

With golden ikies, and funs and rainbows crown'd, 245 

The new-formM city lights the world around. 

Fair on the north, bright Mexico arofe, 
A mimic mom her fparkling towers difclofe. 
An ample range the opening fireets difplay. 
Give back the fun, and fhed internal day ; 250 

The circling wall with Iky-built turrets fi-own'd. 
And look'd defiance to the realms around ; 
A glimmering lake, widiout the walls retires. 
Inverts the trembling towers, and feems a grove of fpires. 

Bright, o'er the midft, on columns lifted liigh, 255 

A rifmg ftrudlure claims a loftier iky ; 

* St. John's vifion of the new Jeru&Iem. Rev, ch. xxi. 
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O'dr the tall gates fublimer arches bend. 

Courts larger lengthen, bolder walks afcend, 

Starr'd with fuperior gems the porches fliine. 

And fpeak the royal refidence within. 260 

There, rob'd in ftate, high on a golden throne, 
Mid fuppliant kings, dread Montezuma fhone : 
Mild in his eye a temper'd grandeur fate. 
Great feem'd his foul, with confcious power elate ; 
In afpedl open, focial and ferene, 265 

Enclos'd with fev'rites and of friends unfeen. 

Round the rich throne, with various luflre bright, 
Cfems undiftinguiih'd caft a changing light ; 
Sapphires and em'ralds deck the fplendent fcene, 
Sky-tindhires mingling with the vernal green ; 270 

The Tdkf*s blufh, the amber's flames unfold, 
And diamonds brighten from the bumii^ gold ; 
Through all the doom the living blazes blend. 
And caft their rainbows where the arches bend. 
Wide round the walls, with mimic action gay, 275 

In order rang*d, hiftoric figures ftray. 
And fhow, in Memphian ftyle,* with rival grace, 
The boafted feats of all their regal race. 

* The Mexicans had th6 art of recording their hiftory in 
hieroglyphics ; and had carried this art to a degree of per- 
fection nearly equal to that of the ancient Egyptians. 

Thro' 
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Thro' the full gates, and round each ample ftreet, 

Unnumber'd throngs, in various concoiurfe meet, 280 

Ply different toils, new walls and ftrudlurcs rear> 

Or till the fields, or train the ranks of war. 

Thro' fpreading realms the ikirts of empire bend. 

New temples rife and other plains extend ; 

Thrice ten wide provinces, in culture gay, 285 

Blefs the fame monarch and enlarge his fway. 

. A fmile benignant kindling in his eyes, 

Oh happy clim^ ! the glad Columbus cries, T 

Far in the midland, fafe from foreign foes. 

Thy joys (hall ripen as thy grandeur grows, 290 

To endleis y^ars thy rifing fame extend. 

And fires of nations from thy fons defcend. 

May no gold-thirfly race thy temples tread, ^ 

Nor flain thy flreams, nor heap thy plains with dead ; 

No Bovadilla feize the tempting fpoil, 295 

Ovando dark, or facrilegious Boyle,^ 

* Bovadilla and Ovando are mentioned in the Introduftion 
as the enemies and fuccefTors of Columbus in the government 
of Hifpaniola. They began that fyflcm of cruelty towards the 
natives which, in a few years, almoft depopulated that ifland, 
and was afterwards purfued by Cort^z, Pizarro ^d others, in 
all the firfl fcttlenients in Spanifh America. 

Boyle was a fanatical priefl who accompanied Ovando, and 
under pretence of chriflianizing the natives by the fword, gave 
a fan6lion to the moft fliockin^ and esctenfive tcenes of flaugnter. 

In 
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In mimic priefthood grave, or rob'd in ftate, 
O'erwhelm thy glories in c^livious fate ! 

Vain are thy fondeft hopes, the Power reply'd, 
Thefe rich abodes from rav'ning hofts to hide, 300 

To teach hard guUt and cruehy to fpare 
The guardlefs prize, and check the wafte of war. 
Think not the vulture, o'er the field of flairi. 
Where bafe and brave promifcuous ftrow the plain. 
Where the yovmg hero, in the pride of charms, 305 

Pours deeper crimfon o'er his fpotlefs arms, 
Will pafe the tempting prey, and glut his rage 
On harder flefh, and carnage black with age ; 
^O'er all alike he darts his eager eye, 
Whets the dire beak and hovers down the Iky, 3 10 

From countlefs codes picks the dainty food. 
And fcreams and fattens in the pureft bloodL 
So the vile hofts, that trace thy daring way. 
On happieft tribes with fierceft fiiry prey. 
Thine the dread talk, O Cortez, here to flxow 315 

What unknown crimes can heighten human woe, 
On thefe &ir fields the blood of realms to pqur. 
Tread fceptres down, and print thy fteps in gore. 
With gold and carnage fwell thy fatelefs mind. 
And live and die the blackeft of numkind. ' 3^0 

E He 
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He gains the fhore. Behold his fortrefs rife, 

The fleet in flames *^ afcends the darken 'd fkies^ 

The march begins ; the nations, from afar, 

Quake in his fight, and wage the fruitlefs war ; 

O'er the rich provinces he beftds his way^ 325 

Kings in his chain, and kingdoms for his prey ; 

While, rob'd ift peace, great Montezuma ftands, 

And crowns and treafures fparkle in his hands, 

ProflFers the empire, yields the fceptred fway, 

Bids vajQTail'd millions tremble and obey ; 33^ 

And plies the vi6lor, with inceffant prayer, 

Thro' ravag'd realms the harmlefs race to fpare. 

But prayers, and tears, and fceptres plead in vain, 

Nor threats can move him, nor a world reftrain ; 

While bleft religion's proftituted name, 33 J 

And monkifh fury 'gxiides the facred flattte : 

O'er fanes and altars, fires unhallow'd bend. 

Climb the wide walls, and up the towers afcend, 

* The cofiduft ol Cortez, when he firft landed on the coaft 
of Mexico, was as remarkable for that hardy fpirit of adventurej 
to which iuccefs gives the name of policy, as his fubfequent 
operations ^(cre^.fcr.Tcruelty and perfidy. As foon as his army 
was on (hore, he difmantled his fleet of fuch articles as would be 
neceirafy in- biijlding a new one; he then fet fire to all his (hips^ 
and burnt them in prefence of his men ; that thpy might fight 
their battles ^^hh more defperate courage, knowing that it would 
^e impoifible to fave thepifelves from a vifloriqus enemy by 
flight. He conflructed a fiiiall fort on the fhore, in which the 
icon and the rigging were preferved. 
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Pour, round the lojvering ikies, the fmoky flood, 

And whelm the fields, and quench their rage in blood. 340 

The Hero heard ; and, with a heaving figh, 
Dropp'd the full tear that ftaoted in his eye : 
Oh haplefs day ! his trembling voice reply'd, 
That faw my wand'ring fireamer mount the tMe ! 
Oh ! had the lamp of heav'n, to that bold fail, 345 

Ne'er mark'd the paflage nor awak'd the gale, 
Taught eaAern worlds thefe beauteous climes to find. 
Nor led thofe tygers forth to curfe mankind. 
Then had the tribes, beneath thefe bounteous ikies. 
Seen their walls widen and their fpires arifc ; 350 

Down the long trades of time their gl^ry ihone. 
Broad as the day and lafling as the fun : 
The growing realms, beneath thy ihield that re&f 
O haplefs mon^ch, itill thy power had bleil:, 
EnjoyM the pleafures that furro^ind thy throne, 355 

Surveyed thy .virtues and fublim'd their own. 
Forgi/e me, piince ; this impious arm hadi led 
The unfeen ftorm that blackens o'er thy head ; 
Taught the da^rk forn jcf jQaughter where to roam, 
To (bize thy crowo and ibal thy nation's doom. 360 

Arm, ileeping' empire, meet die daring band. 
Drive back th'tnY0dcrs,iave- the finking land— •-« ' . 

Ez Yet 
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Yet vain the ftrife ! behold the ftreaming blood ! 
Forgive me, Nature, and forgive me, God. 
Thus, from his heart, while ^leakilig forrows roll, 365 
The Power, reproving^ footh'd Iris tender foul :— 
Father of this new world, thy teais.give o'er, 
Let virtue grieve aiyl heav'n be blam'd no more. 
Enough for man,. with perfcv^ring. mind, 
ToaflhispartandftrivetQ bkikhiskind; 370 

Enough for theje, <^'er thy dark age to foar. 
And raife to light th^t k>pg-feduded (here. 
For this my guardian care thy youth ih^ir'd. 
To virtue rais'd thee, and with glory fir'd. 
Bade in thy plan eaeh diftant world unite, 37^ 

And wing'd thy velfel for the vent'rous flight. 
Nor tlii^k no bleffings ihall thy toils attend^ 
Or theie fell tyrants can defeat their end. 
Such impioys deeds, in heav'ji's aU-ruling plan. 
Lead in difguife the folid hli(s of man. 380 

l^ng have thy race, to narrow ihores confinM, 
Trod the fame round that cramp'd the- roving mind ; ' - 
Now, bo^ne oa bolder wings,' widi happier flight. 
The world's, hfosid boUnds. unfolding to the fight, 
The mind ihaU fos^ ; the nadonr^ catdi the flame, 38 j[ 
Enlarge thoirtcealies add extend «^»ejri«i[ie; - * 

And 
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And buried gold, drawn bo\mteous from the mine, 
Give wings to commerce .drid the world rcfirte* 

Now to yon fouthem JwnUs extend thy- vidw, 
And mark the rival feats' of rich Peru. 39b 

There Quito's airy :plains, exalted high, 
With loftier temples rife along 'the iky ; 
And elder Cufco's richer roofs ^n&ld, 
Flame on the day,'^ and iQi6dtheirfun8<^f gold. 
Another ra^ge, in thefe deBghtfiii climes, 395 

.Spreads a broad theatrb for unborn crimes. 
Another C©rtez flwll die ireafutes viewj 
Tlie rage rekindle .amd HieLgtaikrcrtew; * » 
His treafon,,fi^ud, and 'e7'et;jr*(£rie decree, 
O curft Pizarro, fhall ifevive'inithcc, 400 

There reigns a piinGev -whQle liand tim fbeptre claims. 
Thro* 9 iofig line^b txf • iibfferiai names: •• 
Where the bra\i xoil'' oflfoBdwiiig Incas tnc6^ 
The diflant father of;tUir realm and race,. 
Immortal Capac He,, in 'youthful pide, 405 

With young Oelli, his i&^Rrious bride« 
In virtuous guile, "proclaifh*di their birth begun, 
From the pure fplcndorsof their God, the. fun; 
By him commiiEon'd o- er thefe realms areiind^ 
A polifh'd fUte on peacefial laws to Ibund^ 410 

E3 To 
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To cpjShi the gods that human vi£linis claim. 
And point all worfhip to a nobler name. 
With cheerful rites, the diie devotions pay 
To the bright beam,, that givds tiie changing day. 

On this great plan, the diildFen ^of the Ikies ' 415 
Bade, in the wil4, a growing fempire rife ; 
Beneath their hand, and (acred to their fame, 
Arofe yon walls, that meet ^ the. folar flame. 
Succeeding fovereigns fpread thcar bounds afar, ^ '^ '^ 
Enlarg'd their lea^cs^ andfootKdthe rajgeof war>' ; 420 
Till thefe furrounding realnis:die icetxQfib ^ww^- iJ^i -^ ' '^ 
And pay their homage to the iacrdd Tun. r - - ^-' ■ ' 

Behold, o'er yon wide. Isdid' their temple rife,, i^-i: 
Seat of the fun and pill&r of the-fti^. '''- •" • • 

The roofe- of. bormfliM gold, the J>la2ing fpir^ 'r- 425 
Light the glad heav'ns ind lofe* their 'iipward fires j * 
Fir*d in the flaming fronts with, living ray^ 
A diamond circlet gives the rival:day;; . .!.'.' 

In whofe bright face for ever lodes ihroad 
The radiant image of the besusijig God* it ' " 43© 

Round the wide* courts, and in the folemn dome, ' 
A white-rob'd train of holy wgins fafeom ; 
Whofe pious hands the facred rites require. 
To grace the ofl^rings, and prcfcrvc the fire. 

On 
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On this bleft ifle, with flowery garlands crown 'd, 435 
That ancient Pair, in charms of youth, were found,. 
Whofe union'd fouls the myftic code delign'd,. 
To blefs the nations * and reform mankinds 

* From the traditions of Capac and Oclla, mentioned by the 
Spanifh hiftorians, they appear to have been very great and 
diftingu idled charafters. About three centuries previous to the 
difcovciy of that country by the Spaniards, the natives of Pi "u 
were as rude favages as any in America. They had no fix^ . 
habitations, no. ideas of permanent property ; they wandered 
naked like the beads, and, like them, depended on the events 
of each day for a precarious fubfiftence. At this period, Manco 
Capac, and his wife Mama Oeila, appeared on a fmall ifland in 
the lake Titiaca ;. near which the city of Cufco was afterwards 
ere<n:ed. Thefe perfons, in order to eftablifti a belief of their 
divinity in the niinds of the people, were clothed in white gar- 
ments of cotton ; and declared themfelves defcended from the 
fun, who was their father and the god of that country. They 
affirmed, that he was offended at their cruel and perpeiu Iwars, 
their barbarous modes of wortliip, and their negleftmg to make 
the beft ufe of the bleffing's he was conftantly beftowing, in fer- 
tilizing the earth and producing vegetatioa; that he pitied their 
wretched date, and had fent his own children to ihdruft them, 
and to edablidi a number of wife regulations, by whieh they 
might be rendered happy. 

By fome extraordinary method of perfuafion, thefe perfons 
drew together a number of the favage tribes, laid the founda- 
tions of the city of Cufco, and eftablifhed what was called the 
kingdom of the Sun, or the Peruvian empire. In the reign of 
"Manco- Capac, the dominion was extended about eight leagues 
firom the city; and at the end of three centuries, it was edabl idl- 
ed fifteen hundred miles on the coad of the Pacific ocean ; and 
from that ocean to the mountains of the Andes. During this 
period, through a fuccefiion of twelve monarchs, the original 
conftitution, cflablifhed by the firft Inca, remained unaltered ; 
and was at lad overturned by an accident, which no humon 
^ifdom could forefee or prevent. 

For-a more particular difquifition on the chara(^erand indi- 
tutions of this great legiflator, the reader is referred to a difTerta- 
tioQ prefixed to the third book. 

SL 5 Mama 
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The Hero heard, and thus the Power hefought :— 
Declare what arts the wonderous bleffings wrought ; 440 
What human ikill, in that benighted age. 
In favage fouls, could quell the barb'rous rage ? 
With leagues of peace combine a vr'iic domain ? 
And teach the Virtues in their laws to reign ? 

Long is their ftory, faid the Power divine, 445 

Their labours great, and glorious the defign ; 



Mamft Oella is faid to have invented many of the domeflic 
arts, particularly that of making garments of cotton and other 
vegetable fubftances. 

In the paflTage preceding tliis reference, I have alluded to moft 
' of the traditions, relating to the manner of their introducing 
tbemfelves, and eftabliihmg their dominion. In the remainder 
of the fecond, and through the. whole of the thii'd book, I have 
given what may be fuppofed a probable narrative of their real 
origin and conau6t I have thrown the epifode into an epic 
form, and given it fo condderable a place in the poem, for the 
purpofe of exhibiting in a^ion the chara6ters, manners, and fen- 
timents of the different tribes of favages, that inhabit the moun- 
tains of South America. 

In reviewing this part of my fubjeft, I have to lament, that fo 
extraordinary and meritorious a poem, as the Araucana of Don 
Alonfo de Ercilla, of the fixteenth century, has never yet ap- 
peared in our language. The account given of that work by 
Voltaire, excited my curiofity at an early day ; as I conceived 
the manners and chara^tere of the mountain favages of Chili, as 
defcribed by that heroic Spaniard, mud have opened a new iield 
of poetry, rich with uncommon ornaments. 

That elegant and concife (ketch of it, lately given to the public 
by Mr. Hayley, has come into my hands, fince I have been 
writing theic notes, and preparing this poem for the prefe : yet 
it gives me rcafon to hope, with every friend of literature, that 
the whole of. that great work will ere long be prefented to the 
Engliih reader by the fame hand. 

And 
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And tho\ to eardily minds, their aiSkionS reft, 

By years obfcur'd, in flowery fid^on dreft. 

Yet my glad, voice fhail wake their honoured name. 

And give their virtues to immortal fame. 450 

Led by his fiithcr's wars, in early prime, 
Young Capac wanderM from a northern clime ; 
Along thefe fliores, with richer blooms arrayed. 
Thro' fertile vajes the venturous armies ftray'd. 
He faw the tribes unnumbered range the plain, 455 

And rival chiefs,- by rage and flaughter, reign ; , 
He (aw the fires their dreadful gods adore. 
Their altars ftaining with their children's gore ; 
Yet mark'd their reverence for the fun, whofe beam 
Proclaims his bounties and his power fupreme ; 46b 

Who fails in happier Ikies, diffufing good. 
Demands no vi<%m, and receives no blood. 

In peace retum'd with his vi6korious fire, 
Fair glory's charms his youthful foul infpire. 
To conquer nations on a nobler plan, 465 

And build his greatnefs on the bli& of man. 

By nature form'd to daring deeds of fame. 
Tall, bold and beauteous rofe his ftately frame , 
Strong mov'd his limbs, a mild majeftic grace' 
BeamM from his eyes and open'd in his face ; 470 

O'er 
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O'er the dark world his mind fuperior {hone,. 

And foaring, feem'd the femblance of the fun. 

Now fame's prophetic vifions lift his eyes, 

And future empires from his labours rife ; 

Yet fbfter fires his daring views controul, 475 

Sway the warm wifh and fill his changing foul. 

Shall the bright genius, kindled from abpve. 

Bend to the milder, gentler .voice of love,. 

That bounds his glories^ and forbids to part^ 

From that calm bower, that held bis plighted heart ? 480 

Or fhall the toils, imperial heroes^ claim. 

Fire his bojd bofom with a patriot flame, ■ 

Bid fcej^Jtres wait him on Peruvia's fbore, ,• 

And blefl Oella meet hi^ eyes no more? ,:]-':. 

Retiring penfive, near the wonted fhade,.' ... 485 

His unfeen fleps approach the beautcjous maid. 
Her raven-locks roll on her heaving breaflb. 
And wave luxuriant round her flender waifl^ 
Gay wreaths of flowers her lovely brows adorn. 
And her. white raiment motcl^ the pride of mom^ 490 
Her bufy hand fuftainsu a bending bough, . 
Where cotton cluflers fpreadt their robes of fnow, 
From opening. pods unbinds the fleecy- flore^ 
Ands culls her labours for the evening bower. 

Foi 
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For fhe before, by deep invention led, 495 

Had found the Ikill to turn the twifting thread. 
To fpread the woof, the fhuttle to command. 
Till various garments gracM her forming hand. 
Here, while hfer thoughts with her own Capac rove, ' 
O'er former- fcenes of innocence and love, 500 

Through many a field his fancied dangers fhare, 
And wait him glorious frorfi the diftant war ; 
Bleft with. the ardent wifh, her fpriglitly mind 
A fnowy vefture for the prince defign'd ; V . 

She feeks the pureft wool, to web the fleece, '■; 505 

The facred emblem of returning peace. 
Sudden hik near approach her breaft alarms ; ■ i/: • t.. 
He flew enraptured to her yielding arms, 
And loft, diflblving in a fofter flame. 
The diftant empire and the fire of fame. .: . 510 

At length, retiring oV the liomcward field, 
Their mutual minds to happy converfe yield. 
O'er varioua fc£nes of blifefid life they ran, . . ■ 

When thus the warricn: to the maid began :— 

Joy of my life, thou knOw'tt. my roving mind, ; 515 
With thefe grim tribes, in dark abodes, confin'd. 
With grief hath mark'd what vehgefiil paffions fw^y ' 
The bickering bands, ?nd fwcep the race away. 

Where. 
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Where late my diftant fteps the war purfu'd. 
The fertile plains grew boundlefs as I view'd ; 5 20 

Increafing nations trod the waving wild. 
And joyous nature more delightful fmil'd. 
No changing feafons there the flowers deform. 
No dread volcano, and no mountain ftorm ; . 
Rains ne'er invade, nor livid lightnings play, 525 

Nor clouds ohfcure the radiant power of day. 
But, while the God, in ccafelefs glory bright,. 
Rolls o'er the day, and fiies his ftars by night, 
.Unbounded fulnefs flows beneath his reign, ^ 

Seas yield their treafures, fruits adorn the plain ; 530 

Warm'd by his:beam» their mountains pour the flood. 
And the cool breezes wake beneath the God. 
My anxious Noughts indulge the great defign, . 
To form thofc nations to a fway divine ; : 

Deftroy the fites of every dreadful power, 535 

Whofe crimfpn altars glow, with human gore ; 
To laws and mildnefs teach the realms to yield, .. . 
And richer fruits to grace die. cultur'd field. . . 

: But great, my charmer, is the taflc of hme. 
The countlefs tribes to temper and to tame, 546 

Full many a fpacious wild my foul mufl fee, . . • ' 

Spread dreary bounds between my joys and me; ■ 1 

And 
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And yon bright Godhead circle many a year, 

Each lonely everting number'd with a tear. 

Long robes of white * my fhoulders muft embrace, 545 

To fpeak my lineage of etherial race ; 

That wondering tribes may honour and obey 

The radiant ofispring of the Power of day. 

And when thro' cultur'd fields their bowers increafe, 
And ftreams and plains furvey the works of peace, 550 
When thefc glad hands the rod of nations claim. 
And happy millions blefs thy Capac's name, 
Then (hall he feign a journey to the fun. 
To bring die partner of the peaceful throne ; 
So ihall defcending k'mgs the line fuftain, 555 

And unborn ages bloom beneath their reign. 

Will then my Fair, in that delightful hour, 
Foriake thefe wilds and hail a happier bower ? 
And now confenting, with approving fmiles. 
Bid the young warrior tempt the daring toils ? 560 

And, fweetly patient, wait the flight of days. 
That crown our labours with immortal praifc ^ 

* As the art of fpinning is faid to have been invented by 
Oella, it is no improbable fi^^ioo, to fuppofe they firil afluined 
ihde white garments of cotton, as an emblem of the fun, in 
order to inipire that reverence for their perfons which was iie- 
cdkuj to their fucccfs. Such a drefe may likewife be (iippofed 
to have been continued in the fiamily, as a badge of royalty. 

• ^ Silent 
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Then let us range, and fpread the peaceful fway, 
The radiant children of the power of day. 

The lovely counfel plcas'd. The {bailing chief 
Approved her courage and difpell'd her grief; 
Then to the diftant bower in hafte they move, 615 

Begin their labours and prepare to rove. 
Soon grow the robes beneath her forming care, 
And the fond parents wed the princely pair; 
But, whelm'd in grief, beheld th'approaching dawn, 
Their joys all vanifli'd, and their children gone. 620 

Nine days they ftray'd ; the tenth e£Fulgent mom 
Beheld the^fteps that blifsfiil iile adorn. 
The toil begins ; to every neighbouring band 
They fpeak the meflage and their faith demand ; 
With various art fuperior powers difplay, 625 

To prove their lineage and confirm their fway. 
Th'aftonifli'd tribes believe with glad furprife, 
The gods defcended from the fav'ring Ikies ; 
Adore their perfons, rob'4 in ihining white. 
Receive their laws, and leave each horrid rite ; 630 

Build, with affifting toil, the golden throne, 
And hail and blcfs the iccptre of the Sun. 
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lLTHOUGH the or^nal inhabitants of America in 
^neral deferve to b^ clafled among the mod unimproved 
favages that ha^c ever been difcovered ; yet the Mexican 
and Peruvian governments exhibit remarkable inftances of 
order and 'regularity. In die di&rence of national charadet 
between* the peopleofthefe two empires we may difcem the 
influence of political fyftems on the human mind, and infisr 
the importance of the taik which a leglflator undertakes, in 
attempting to reduce a barbarous pec^le under die controul 
of government and laws. Tht Mexican conftitution was 
formed to render itsfut>|e6)» brave and powerful; but, while tt 
fucceeded in this ob^e^, it- tended to remove thiem ferdbor 
from the real bieffingi of fociety, than diiey wer^ whtfe ill 
th« rudeft ftate of nature. The hiftory of tlic world affords 
XiO inftanceof men whofeidciflMrs were equally ferocious, and 
WhAfefuporftitionwas-mor-e bloody and.unrelentin^. On: the 
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Then let us range, and fpread the peaceful fway, 
The radiant children of the power of day. 

The lovely counfel plcas'd. The fmiling chief 
Approved her courage and difpell'd her grief; 
Then to the diftant bower in hafte they move, 615 

Begin their labours and prepare to rove. 
Soon grow the robes beneath her forming care, 
And the fond parents wed the princely pair; 
But, whelm'd in grief, beheld th'approaching dawn, 
Their joys all vanifli'd, and their children gone. 620 

Nine days they ftray'd ; the tenth effulgent mom 
Beheld the^fteps that blifsfiil iile adorn. 
The toil begins ; to every neighbouring band 
They fpeak the meflage and their fciith demand ; 
With various art fuperior powers difplay, 625 

To prove their lineage and confirm their fway. 
Th'aflonifh'd tribes believe with glad furprife. 
The gods defcended firom the favVing flues ; 
Adore their perfons, rob'd in fhining white. 
Receive their laws, and leave each horrid rite ; 630 

Build, with aiUfling toil, the golden throne, 
And hail and blefe the iccptre of the Sun. 
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lLTHOUGH the original inhabitants of America in 
^neral deferve to b^ clafled among the mod unimproved 
favages that haV« ever been difcovered ; yet the Mexican 
and Peruvian gov^rnmefitfc exhibit remaijcable inftances of 
order and regularity. In the di&rence of nadonal charader 
between* the peopleofthefe two empires we may difcem the 
influence of political fyftems on the human mind, and infisr 
the importance of the talk which a Icgiflator undertakes, in 
atlempting to reduce a barbarous pec^le under the controul 
of government and laws. Tlie Mexican conftitution was 
formed to render itsfub|e6)» brave and powerful ; but, while k 
fucceeded in this obje&, it- ten4ed to remove them farther 
from die real bieffingi of fociety, than diey wer^ white in 
thft nideft ifa^e of nature. The hiflory of the world aflbnls 
po infbince ^men whofe idcifl^rs were equdly ferocious, and 
^hdfe (uporilition was-mcm bloody andunrelenting. On. the 
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contrary, the eftablifliments of Manco Capac carry the marks 
of a moft benevolent and pacific fyftem ; they tended to hu- 
manize the world, and render his people happy ; while his 
ideas of the Deity were fo perfeft, as to bear a comparifon 
witli the enlightened dofbines of Socrates or Plato. 

The moft diftinguiihed chara6ters in hiftory, who have 
been confidered as legiflators among barbarous nations, are 
Mofes, Lycurgus, Solon, Numa, Mahomet, and Peter of 
Ruffia. Of thefe, only the two former and the two latter 
appear really to deferve that charafter. Solon and Nunia 
poilefled riot the means nor the opportunity of fhewing their 
talents in the bufinefs of original legiflation. Athens and 
Rome were coi>fiderably advanced in civilization, before 
thefe perfons arofe. The moft they could do was to corre<^ 
and amend conftitutions already formed. Solon, in particular, 
may be confidered as a wife politician ; but by no means as 
the founder of a nation. The Athenians were too far ad- 
vanced in fociety to admit any radical alteration in their form 
. of government ; unlefs recourfe could have been had |o 
the reprefentative fyftem, by ellabliftiing a perfeft equality of 
rank, and inftruding all the pei)ple in iheir duties and their 
ghjts ; ;aji%Jflem which was never underftood by any ancient 
''">^-The inftitutions of Numa were more effeddvc 
and durable ; his religious ceremonies were, for many ages, 
the moft powerful check upon the licentious and turbulent 
Romans^ the greater part of whom were ignorant flaves. 
By inculcating a remarkable reverence for the gods, and 
making^it n^ceflary tpconfult the au^ices, wlion any thing 
important was to be tranfa£ied, he rendered th^ popular fu«- 
. perftitioa 
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perftition fubfervient to the yjfiws of policy , and gave the 
fenate a fteady check upon the extravagance of the plebeians. 
But the coi}ftitutions of Rome and Athens, however the 
fubje£l of fo much injudicious applaufe, were never fixed 
upon any peiinancnt -principles ; though the wildom of 
fome of their rulers, and the fpirit of liberty that infpired 
the people, juftly demand our admiration. 

Each of the other Icgiflators above-mentioned deferves 
a particular confideration, as having a&ed in ftations fomer- 
what fimilar to that of the .Peruvain lawgiver. Three ob* 
je£b are to be attended to by the legiflator of a barbarous 
people. I*^r/l9 That his (yilem be fuch as is capable of re- 
ducing the greateft number' of men under one jurifdi6tioij. 
Secondly^ That it apply to fu.ch principles in human nature 
fd its fupport, i& are univerfal and permanent, in order to 
cnfure the duration of the government. Thirdly^ That it 
admit of improvements correfpondent to any advancement 
in knowledge or variation of cu-cumftances that may happen 
to its fubjedls, without endangering the principle of govern- 
ment by fuch innovations. — So far, therefore, asthefyftems 
of thofe Icgiflators agree with thefe fundamental principles, 
they are worthy of refpefl ; and lb far as they.deviate, they 
may be confidered as defective and imperfed.* 

•To begin witb Mofes and Lycurgus,— It is neceflSiry in 
the firft place to obferve, that, in order to judge of t^ merit 
of any inftitutions, we muft take into view the peculiar cha- 
mber of the people for whom they were framed. For want 
of this .attention^ n;iany pf the. laws foi JMofes have b^erf 
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iidiculed,> airtd many eftablifhtnents of Lycurgus hare been 
qenfured. The Jews, who wens fed by Mofes out of Egypt, 
were not only uncivilized, but, having juft rifen to in- 
ilependence from a (late of fervitiide, they united the man- 
ners of fervants andof favages; andtheirnationalcharadi'er i% 
a compolition of fervility and contumacy, ignorance, fu- 
perftition, filthinefe^ and cruelty. Of their cruelty as a 
people, we need no other proof than the account of their 
avengcre of blood, and the readme^ with which the whole 
^.ongregatioA turned executioners and ftoned to death the 
devoted ofienders. The leprofy, a difcafe now wholly un- 
known, was undoubtedly produced by their total want of 
cleanlinefs, continued for fucccffivc generations. In this 
view the frequent ablutions, the peculiar modes of trial, 
and many other iwflitutions, may be vindicated from 
ridicule, and proved to be not only wife, but even neccffary 
regulations. 

The Spartan lawgiver has been equally ccnfured for the 
toleration, of theft and adultery. Among that race of bar- 
barians, thefe crimes were too general to admit of total pre- 
vention or univerfal puriiftiment. By vefting all property 
in the community, inftead of encouraging theft, he re- 
moved the peffibilitv of the crime ; and, in a* nation where 
licentioufnefs was generally indulged, it was a great ftep 
to\yanIs introducing a purity of manners, to punifh adultery 
in all cafes, wh^^m the crime was not committed by tlie 
free content of all parties injured or interefted. 

Until the inflitittion of reppefentadve repvbKcs, which 

aiie 
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flre of recent date, it was ^ways a hSk confirmed by ex* 
perience, that thoib conftitut;ions of government were beft 
calculated fpr immediate cfnergy and dmation, which were 
interwoven.with fome neligious fyftem. The legiflator, who 
appears. ifi i;hecbara£ter of an infpired.perfon, renders his 
political inftitutions iacredi and interefU the confcience, as 
well 43 the judgment, . m tbi^ir fupp<Mt.. The Jewiih law- 
giver ]iad.this..adv!antage.0\ff^thp Spartaf^ : he appeared not 
in di9 chaxa£ter of a.jco^ere earthly governor;- but asan in- 
terpreter of the divine wUU . i % enjoining a peli^ous obier- 
Ti^nce of certain rites,. h;e|bnned his people to habitual obe* 
di^nofi.i bj dire(!il]ng« t^e^^^4Cf)l^ againft-.tbe breakers of 
the laws^ he at le^ift imtjigated t}ie lanqou^ 
tred ; by forbidding ufury, and direding that real property 
ihoTi^rieturn to the ^qiginidJ&iniliQS in the; year of Jubilee, 
bq;prevent^.too greaf apfan^quality of property;, and by 
fe]c£ting aparticuiar tribe^k ^ be tl^ guardians, and inter* 
pi:etersy pf religion, ^ he pfevfnjced its myfleries from being 
the.fubjedl of pro^e and vulgar invefiigation. To iecure 
tbe. pennanency of his infti.tittions, he prohibited any inter- 
eourfe with foreigners^- by. i^vcre re(bi<%ons ; and fonned 
bis people to habits and a cl\9na£Ur ^i£igreeable to other na- 
tions j . ^by which means any foreign inti^rcourfe was prevent- 
ed, from- the mutual-hatred of both paxtic^ 

To thefe inftitutions ther bws of Lycurgus bear a mod 
(Iriking.rcfcmbtence. The features of his copftitution were 
fevcre and forbidding; it was, however, calculated to in- 
fpire the moft entlaufiaftic love of liberty and martial 
honour. In no country was the patriotic, paflion more 
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energetic than in Sparta ; nolawsevei- exduded the idea of 
feparate property in an equaT* degree, or infpired a more 
thorough contempt for the rhanriers of other nations. The 
Titter prohibition of morieji ''t!otnmerc6, and alitiofl every 
thing defihible toeffemmate nations, entirely excluded 
foreigners from Sparta ; and, white it infpired the people 
with conterhpt for others, it h^adc'thein agreeable to each 
other. By thefe means, EycSi-g^ Tendered the"' nation 
powerfiil 2ind warfifce r aridi^fty irifure thfe duratioil of his 
government, he" ehdcavoiirOT taifiteitifl' the corifcierices of 
his pciople by the aid of oractei;-'ilhdby the bath -hi'*^is" feU 
have exafted from them, to 'Bbefy^ hls^^^ till h?s reSirn ; 
when he Went intcy a voluntary jbid perpetual ^xik. 

From' this ticW of the'Jc?tvifli'ahd Spartan friftJtutibns,- 
applied to the principles befere* ttated, they appear^ iri 'thfe 
two firff artrcles,' confidcrtibly rrtiperfcft, and in the laft; 
totally defcftive. Neithei- of them was ^ralculated to' brinjg? 
any coMfiderable territory or number of men undSr otie 
jurifdiftion ; froni this circuftiftance alone, they cordd not 
be rendered permanent, as they'muft be conftantly expofed 
to their more powerful neighbours. But the third olgeft 
of legiflation, that of providing for the future progrcfs'of 
fociety, which, as it regards the happinefs of mankind, is' 
the mod important of the three, was, in both inftances, 
oitirely neglefted. Thefe fyftems appear to have been 
formed with an exprefs defigh to prevent all future im- 
provement in knowledge, or enlargement of the human 
jnind ; and to fix thofe nations for ever in a ftate of igno- 
rance, fuperftition andbarbarifm. To vindicate their authors 

from 
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from an imputation of weaknefs or inattention in this par- 
ticular, it may be urged that they were each of them fur- 
rounded by nations more powerful than their own ; it was 
therefore impollible for them to commence an eftablifh- 
ment upon any other plan. 

The inftitutlons of Mahomet are next tobeconfidered. 
The firft objedl of legiflation appears to have been better 
underftood by the Arabian prophet, than by either of the 
preceding fages ; his jurifdi£tion was capable of being en- 
larged to any extent of territory, and governing any number 
of nations that might be fubjugated by his powerful and 
enthufiaftic armies ; and to obtain tiiis objeft, his fyftem of 
religion was admirably calculated. Like Mofes, he con- 
vinced his people that he a<fted as the vicegerent of heaven ; 
but with this capital advantage, adapting his religion to tjie 
natural feelings and propenfities of mankind, he multiplied 
his followers, by the allurements of pleafure, and the pro- 
mife of a fenfual paradife. Thefe circumftanCes were like- 
wife fure to render his conftitution permanent. His* re- 
ligious fyftem was fo eafy to be underftood, fo fplendid and • 
fo inviting, there couki be no danger that the people would 
lofe fight of its principles, and no neceffity of fiiture 
prophets, to explain the doSrines, or reform the nation.' 
To thefe advantages, if we add the exadl and rigid military 
difcipline, the fplendor and (acrednefs of the monarch, and ' 
that total ignorance of the people, which fuch a fyftem 
will produce and perpetuate, the eftabliftimcat muft be 
evidently calculated for a confiderable extent and duration. 
But the laft and moft important end of government, that 
F4 of 
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of mental improvement and fecial happine^ was de{^€Brably 
loft in the inftitution. And there was probably more 
learning and cultivated gpnius in Arabia, in the days of 
this extraoKiinary chara&er, than can now be found in all 
the Turkiih dominions. 

Ok th^ contrary, the enterjurifing mind of the Ruffian 
monarch appears to have been wholly bent on the arts of 
civilization, and the improvement of fodety among his 
fubjcfts, Happy in a legal title to a throne, which already 
comnoanded a prodigious extent of country, he found that 
the firft obje£^ of government was already fecured ; and by 
applying himfelf with grqat fagacity and perfeverance to the 
third objeft, he was fure that the iecond would be a necef- 
•iary and invariable confecpence. He efFe<£ied his purpofesg 
important as tbey were, merely by the introdu(%on of the . 
arts, and the encouragement of politer manners. The gr^at- 
nei$ of his chara£br appears not fo inuchin hisinftitutions^ 
which he copied &om other nations, as in the extraordinary 
m<^ures he followed to introduce them, the ju(%ment he 
{bowed in felcding and adapting them to the genius of his 
fubjedls, and his furprifing affiduity and fuccefs, by which 
he raifed a lavage people to a dignified rank among European 
nations. All his plans were formed to encourage the future 
prpgrefs of fociety ; and their duration was enfured by their 
obvious value and importance. 

To the nature and cp«ration of the feveral forms of 
government above-mentioned, we w*dl compare that of the 
Pei^vian lawgiver, It i^ probable that the fav?iges of Peru 

beforQ 
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be&re the time of Capac, among other obje£b of adoration, ' 
paid homage to the fun. By availing himfeif of this popular 
fentiment, he appeared, like Mofes and Mahomet, in the 
charafler of a divine legiflator, endowed witli fupernatural 
powers. After impreffing thefe ideas ftrongly on the mmds 
of the people, drawing together a number of the Jtribes, and 
rendering, them fubfervient to his benevolent purpofcs, he. 
applied himfelf to forming the outliw^of a plan of pohcy, 
capable of f^iidd^g and regulatii^ an extenlive" empire, 
wifely calculated fqr perpetual duratioA, and exprefcly de- 
igned toimprqye.the knQwle(^e,. peace* and happinefi of^ 
aconiid^rable portion of majikinjcl. .'In. the apportionment 
of the lands, and the affignment of real, property, he in* 
vented a mode fomewhat refembling the feudal fyftem of? 
Europe :. yftthi^rCyftiein was wifely checked, in iitsiopewu- 
tipn^ l>y ^ l£|w ; funilai to that of rMpfes^ which Tegiilaii»d.- 
la[nd©d.poflR#pi>«f.iu the year of Jft))ik».' He divide^ \]\p^ 
lands into thr^c ^a^» ; the ^firft was.4spr)iSecrated to the i^fes 
of religion ^ ^^^ (Bf^^^ i^ apart % t^ IaCa:«Had hisrikmily, . 
tQ enfib^.^irivtoi d^&Hy the e[xp^f}c£s^ of governiBe^t, . add 
to appear io^lh^ ftyle of a monaichs the third, and mpch 
the largcft portion, w^ allotted t6.tbe people ;. and this 
allotment was repeated every .y:ear,. and> yari^ according, to 
to, the number a|)d exigencies of each-'£uBily. 

As the Incan race appeared in the chara£ber of divinities, 
it. was neceflary. that a fubordination of ranks fhould be 
eftablifhed, in order to render the diftiniftion between the 
monarch and his people more perceptible. With this view , 

he 
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he created a band ef iic4>les, who were diftinguiihed by per- 
fonal and hereditary honours. Thefe were united to the 
monarch by the ftrongeft tics of intereft; in peace they 
afted as judges, andfupeiintended the police of the empire ; 
in war they commanded in the ai'mies. The next order 
of men were the refpedbble pcafimtry of the country, who 
compofed the principal ftrength of the nation. Below thefe 
was a clais of men who were the fervants of the public, 
whacukivated th« public lands. They poflefled no pro- 
pertyviuid their only feciitity depended oh thicir regular 
induftry and peaceable demeanour. -Above ^ thefe orders 
were die Inca and his family. He was poffefled of abfolute 
and'uncontroulable power ; his mandates wc*e regarded as ' 
the word of Heaven, and the double guilt of 'impiety and 
rebdlion. attended on ^obedience* To impf^s? ^e - utmoft 
venation for the Ihcan family, it was- a fundamental ■ 
principle, that the rcJyal Hood Jhould nevet btt'limta'minated 
by any foreign alliahCfe: The myfteries of religion were 
prrfwrved facred,by the l»igh-priefl of the royal family, 
uYider the controul' of the! king ; arid ecfl^brated with ■ 
rites, capable of making the deepefl imprefEon on the- 
multitude. The annual diiftrfbution of the lands, while it 
pfxivided- for die varying circumftances of each family, 
ftrengthened the bands of fociety^ by preventing the dif- 
ferent orders from interfering with each other ; the peafants 
could not vie with their fuperiors, and the nobles could not 
be fubjefted by misfortune to a fubordinatc ftation. A con- 
ftaht habit of induftry was inculcated upon all ranks by the 
farprifing force erf example and emulation. The cultivation 

of 
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of the foil, which in moft other countries is confidcred as 
one of the loweft employments, was here regarded as i divine 
art. Having had no knowledge of it before, an^ being 
taught it by the children of their God, the people viewed if 
as a facred privilege, and confidered it as an honour, to 
imitate and affift the fun in opening the bofom of thfe earth 
and producing vegetation. That the government might be* 
able to exercife the endearing a6b of benevolence, the 
produce of the public lands was referved in magazines, to 
fup{rfy the wants of the unfortunate, as a depofitfor th^' 
people in times of general fcarcity, and as a rcfourcS In cafe' 

of an invafion. . • • 

.... 

These are the outlines of a govemtnent, the moff fifhple^ 
and energetic conceivable, ind* capable '6f'^reducih^''the 
■greateft number of men under One jurifdiiSkion ; at -ffleftmfe^ 
ddie^ accfommodating its principle of a£llon to ever jF ftate 
of focicty, and cfveiy ftage of iniprovement, by a fihgilrlaft* 
and happy application to the paffions of the nuniaif 'Mmd,' 
it encouraged the advahcemeint bf knowledge, witJtoiVbeing^ 
endangered by fuccefs. That fticli'^ii-govcirtment hsis a'iiir' 
chance for duration is evident from this- confideratibni-that 
a band of nobles are ever the firm fupporters of regal autho- 
nty ; uhlefi the itibnarch is fb limited in' his povv^er that the 
nobles-defpife his mflucnce. This could not be the cafe in 
Peru ; the inobles were juftly proud of dieir elevated ftation, 
though 1:hey could have no ambition to controul the Inca, 
They weref fehfiHe that their intereft was connefted with 
that of the monarch ; and, fuppofing the influence of re- 
ligion to be out of the queftion, they would not attempt to 

' — deftroy 
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deftroyan inftitution on .whidi their happinefs depended. 
A check -equally eflFediive was, by tlie conftitution of hu- 
man nature, impofed on the Inca. Elevated aboye the 
competition and rivaHhip which corrode and torment the 
bofou^S of thp great, he could have no ambition to gratify^ 
and, nQ. motive to induce him, to an improper exercife of 
arbiti^ power. , . 

In the traits of charaSer which diftingvi/h this inftatu- 
tjfn^y.yfe jnBy ditcexn ali the. j[reat ftrpkes of each. of the 
legiflatptj^.^hipve-nientionei The. pretentious pf. Capac 
to divine authority were as artfully' contrived, and as ef- 
fefiual in their confcquences, as thofe of Mahomet; his 
cxploctat the worfhip of evil heingfi and objc<3:s of terror, 
Gsf^id^g hvm^n tiaiBpps^ inculcating more rational ideas 
<^ t)a)&)|f^ty, and ac£C)aQmod^tii:)g the rites pf worfliip to.a 
Qo^G^- juftics and benevolence^ prpduced a greateur change 
in dbe-^tion^l chafiu^^.oi^ his people, than any of the lavn. 
<>/r ^fofef:.li}«» ^cfff hfi.pffovidpd for tbe iiiture impi^ove- 
iQeni^'9J^.fociety^. whi|e )iij|5 ai&ions were never mcafured 
upon^t^e fmall and cx>]jitrafSi:^. fcale,' whtcl^. limited the 
ge«i,us.9^;Lycurgus. ; . . , :. - . , ^ 

. Thus far we find the political .iyftein pf Gapac at leaft. 
eqlial. to thofe of the pipft celebrated anqr^nt or modenv 
lawgiy^. But iji.orie particular his charades U- placed 
beyond all comparifon ^{ii^cafa for hi& religious inftijjtudon^. 
and the rational ideas he had formed of the natuieand at* 
tribiit^sof the Deity. .: .:. . ; .,. 

And 
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And here I fhall premife, that idolatrous nations have 
never been guilty of thofe glaring abfurdities with which 
they are ufually charged by the Chriftian world. The 
Perfian or Peruvian, when he direfted his adoration to the 
Sun, confidered it as the place of refidencc for the unknown 
Deity, whom he worfhipped, and who communicated from 
thence th^bleffings of light, warmth, and vegetation ; the 
Greek, who bowed at the ftatue of Jupiter, fuppofed it 
animated with the prefence of his God ; the Egyptian Apis, 
Ifis, and Orus, the calf, the leek, and the onion, though 
the theme of urilverfal ridicule to other nations, were, in 
their firft confecration, like the Jewifli cherubim, fymboli- 
cal reprefentations of the nature and attributes of their 
deities. No man ever erected a ftock or a ftone for a real 
objeft of worfliip ; but all ignorant nations have paid their 
adoration before the fymbol of the Deity, in fome fhapc or 
other, and direftal their homage to the place of his fup- 
pofed refidence. Even among enlightened nations, we find 
many traces of the fame ideas ; ' the Papift bows to the 
pi(5lure and die crucifix ; and the Methodift rolls up his 
eyes in prayer to the fl?.y. Perhaps unnffifted wifdom can 
rife no higher ; and the reafon why idol worfhip was for- 
bidden in the divine law, was not becaufe of the erroneous 
ideas of the original inftitutors, but becaufe the views of the 
vulgar, in procefs of time, are apt to flop (hort at the inter- 
mediate objeft, and to lofe fight of the original cflence. 
But the great crime of idolatrous nations confifted in their 
afcobing to the Deity the pafEons and attributes of the 
Devil, and in the horrid and murderous rites of their wor- 
fliip. Mankind are more mclined to confider the Deity as a 

God 
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God of vengeance than a God of mercy. Even among 
Chriftians, moft perfons afcribe affli£l:ions to the hand of 
Heaven, and profperity to their own mftit and prudence. 
This principle operates in its fiill effcft ^imong favages* 
They ufually form no idea of a general fupcrintending 
Providence ; they conCder not the Deity as the author of 
their beings, the creator of the world, and the difpenfer ot 
the happinefs they enjoy ; they difcem him not in the 
ufual courfe of nature, in tlie funfhine and in the fliower, 
the produdlipns of the earth, and the bleffing of fociety ; 
diey find a Deity only in the ftorm, the earthquake, and 
the whirlwind ; or afcribe to him the evils of peftilence 
and famine ; they confider him as interpofing in wrath to 
change the courfe of nature, and exercifmg the attributes 
of rage and revenge. They adore him with rites fuited to 
thefe attributes, with horror, with penance, and with fa- 
crifice ; they imagine him pleafed with the fcvcrity of their 
mortifications, with the oblations of blood, and the cries of 
human viftims ; and hope to compound for greater judg- 
ments, by voluntary fufFerings and horrid facrifices, fuited 
to the relifh of his tafte. 

Perhaps no fingle criterion can be given, which will 
determine more accurately the ftate of fociety in any age or 
nation, than their general ideas concerning the nature and 
attributes of the Deity. In the moft enlightened periods of 
antiquity, only a very few of their wifeft pliilofophers, a 
Socrates, a Tully, or a Confucius, ever formed a juft idea 
on the fubjeS, or defcribed the Deity as a God of purity, 
juftice, and benevolence. Can any thing then be more 

aftonifliing 
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aftoniftiing than to view a favage native of the fouthern 
wilds of America, rifing in jin age, void of every trace of 
learning or refinement, and acquiring, by the mere efforts 
of reafon, a fublime and rational idea of the parent of the 
univerfe ! 

He taught the nation to cpniider' him as the God of 
order and regularity ; afcribii*^ to .his influence the rotation 
of the feafons, the produ£Uons ofthe earth, and the bleifings 
of health ; bfpeciaily attributing to his in^iration the wif- 
dom of their laws, and that happy conftitution, which was 

the delight and veneration of the people. 

I, 

These humane ideas of religion had a fenfible eflfe6l 
upon the manners of the nation. They never began an 
offenCive war with their favage neighbours : and, whenever 
their country vras invaded, they made war, not to extir- 
pate, but to civilize. The conquered tribes, and thofe 
taken captive, were adopted into the nation ; and, by 
blending with the conquerors, forgot their former r;^ and 
ferocity. 

A SYSTEM fo juft and benevolent^ as might be expeded; 
was attended with fuccefs. In about three centuries, 
the dominions of the Incas had extehded fifteen hundred 
miles in length, and had introduced peace and ptofperity 
through the whole region. The arts of focicty had been 
carried to a confiderable degree of improvement, and the 
authority of the Incan race univerfidly acknowledged ; 
wh^n an event happened, thattUfturbed the tranquillity of 

the 
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the empire. Huana Capac, the twelfth monarch, had re- 
duced the powerftd kingdopi cff Quito^ and annexed it to 
his empire. To conciliate the afle6Uons of his new fubjefts, 
he married a daughter of the ancient king of Q«ito, Thui, 
by violating a fundamental law of the Incas, he left at his 
deathadifputedfucceflion to the throne. Atabalipa, the fon 
of Huana, by the heirefs pf Quito, being in poflef&on of 
the principal force of the P^vian armies, which was left 
at that place on the death of his father, gave battle to his 
lirother Huafcar, who was the elder fon of Huana by a 
lawful wife, and legal heir to the crown. Aft6r a long and 
deftru&ive civil war, the former was vi^orious ; and thus 
was that flourifhing and happy kingdom left; a prey to civil 
diflcntbhs, and to the few foMiers of Pizarro, who happened 
at that jun£hjrc to make a dcfcent upon their coaft. Thais 
he effeSed an eafy cohqueft and an utter deftruftion of that 
unfortunate people. It is however extremely obvious, that 
this deplorable eveiit is not to be charged on Capac, as the 
confcquence of any defeS in his inftitution. It is impbffible 
that any original Icgiflator (hould efieftually guard againft 
the folly of a future fovereign. Capac had not only re- 
moved every temptation that could induce a wife prince to 
wifli for a change in the conftitution, but had connected 
the min of his authority with the change ; for he, who 
difregatfls »iy part of inftitutions deemed facred, teaches hi« 
peofde to confider the whole as an impofturc. Had he 
made a law ordaining that the Peruvians fliould be abfolved 
frton their allegiance to a prince, who fhould violate the 
laws, it wouU ev-idenriy have implied pofTible tnox and im- 
perfedion in thoie petfimt whom the people were ordered to 
•; ' : regard 
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regard as Divinities ; the reverence due to charadlers who 
made fuch high preteniionsy would have been weakened ; 
and, inftead of rendering the conftitution perfe(Sl, fuch a 
law would have been its greateft defefl:.. Befides, it is pro- 
bable the rupture might have been healed, and the fuc- 
ceflion fettled, with as little difficulty as frequently happens 
with partial revolutions ia other kingdoms, had not the 
defcent of the Spaniards prevented it. And this event, to a 
man in that age and country, was totally beyond the pofl^- 
Ulity of human forefight. But viewing the concurrence of 
thefe fetal accidents, which reduced this flourifhuig empire 
to a level with many other ruined and departed kingdoms, it 
anly proves that no human fyftem has the privilege to be 
perfe6L 

On the whole, it is evident, that the fyftem of Capac is 
the moft furprifmg exertion of human genius to be found 
in the hiftory of mankind. When we confider him as an 
individual emerging from the midft of a barbarous people, 
• liaviflg feen no poffible example of the operation of laws in 
any country, originating a plan of religion and policy never 
equalled by the fages of antiquity, civilizing an extenfivc 
empire, and rendering religion and government fubfervient 
to the general happinefs of mankind, there is no danger that 
we grow too warm in his praife, or pronounce too high an 
eulogium on his chai-a6ler. Had fuch a genius appeared in 
Greece or Rome, he had been the fiibjedt of univerfal admi- 
ration ; had he arifen in tlie favourite land of Turkey, hi& 
praifes had filled a thbufand pages in the diffufive writings of 
Voltaire* 
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j^ O W, twice twelve years, the chUdren of the ikies 

Beheld in peace Aeir growing empire rife ; 

0*er happy realms difplay'd their generous care, 

Diffused riieir aits, and footh'd the rage of war ; 

Bade yon tall temple grace tfie fevVite ifle, 5 

The gardens bloom, the culturM vaUeys fmile, 

Th'afpiring hills their fpacious mines unfold. 

Fair ftru(%ires blaze,, and altars bum, in gold, 

Thofe broad foundations bend their arches high. 

And rear imperial Cufco to the flcy ; 10 

While wealth and gran&ur blefs'd th^extended reign, 

From the bold Andes to the weftern main. ' 

When, fierce from eaftern wilds, the favage bands 
Lead fire and daughter o*er the happy lands ; 
Thro' fertile fields the paths of culture trace, 15 

And vow deftrudlion to the Incan race. 
The king, undaunted in defenfive war. 
Drives back their hoft and fpeeds their flight a^ ; 

G 3 Till. 
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Till, fir'd with rage, they range the wonted wood. 

And feaft their fouls on future fcenes of blood. 20 

Where yon blue fummits hang their clifis on high, ^ 
Frown o'er the plains and lengthen round the Iky j 
Where vales exalted thro' the breaches run, 
And drink the purer fplendors of the fun. 
The tribes innumerous meditate the blow, 25 

To. blend their force and whelm. the world below; 
Capac, with caution, views the dark design, w 

From countlefs wilds what hoftile myriads join ; * , 

And feeks the means, by proffer'd leagues of peace, . ; 
To calm their rage and bid the difcord ceafe/ ^ 30 

His eldeftbope, young Rocha, at his. call. 
Leaves the deep confines of the temple wall ; 
In whofc fair form, in lucid g?«incnts dreft. 
Began the f^cred fundlion of the prieft; 

In early youth, ere yet the genial fun 35 

Had tsYiQc fix changes o'er his childhood run, 
The blooming -prince, beneath his parents' hand, 
Learn'd all the laws that fway'd the facred land ; 
With rites myfterious * ferv'd the Power divine, 
Prcpar'd the alt^ and adorn'd the flirine, 40 

* The high-prieft of the Sun was always one of the royal 
family ; and, in every generation after the firft, was brother to 
the king. This office probably began with Rocha, as he was 
the firfl who was capable of receiving it, and as it was neceflary, 
in the education of the prince, that he fliould be initiated in the 
ikcred myfteries. 
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Refponfive hatfdr'with flJUl;tretuiTiingpraife^^ 

Each circling feafon' AsLt Acr God difphys^ 

Sooth'd with Ainerdd hytttn&the'partihg-dead^ 

At nuptial fcaib the joyfub'cbortts led j 

While evenmg incSeofe, and the moniing fong» 45 

Spfe from his hand or txieitiMed on his- tongue. 

Thus, form'd for empiri, ®e he gain*d the fway ; 
To rule with reverence, ;and with power obey. 
Reflect the .glories of the parent Sun, 
And fhine the Capac of his-iuturc. throne, 50 

^inploy'd bis ripening yearst; .till now, from far. 
The diilant .fields prodaic* af^rbaching wsu- ; 
Matur'd^^ adivefcenes he quits the (hrin^ . 
To aid the council- or in arms to fhine^ 

Where the mild'mdmidi^cJouitly throngs endofc,. 55 
Sublime in modefl majeiby lie rof^, 
With reverence bowM,-. con^cuous o'er die reft, 
Approach'd the throne, ' and thus the fire addrefs'd : — 
Great king of nations, hear'n-defcended fage. 
Guard of my youth, add glory of my age, 60 

Thefc ppntfff robes to my; bfeft brother's hand 
Glad I refign, and wait thy kind command. 
Should war invade, permit thy fon to wield 
The fhaft of vengeance through th'untempted field : 

G 4 Led 
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Led by thy ppwciful arm, my foul ih»U teavH ^ <S 

The haughticft foe, (»* fiedstg^QJiflNiSjgnwrilr ' m.) .' . i 
For this drcsd cenfli& %U ouriorc^ duninds,: / . f ^ 
In one wide £eM tf<>. ]<vhfilm tbfe hnilalibaods, , ' -:; . 
^our to the. jDioiintain. gods: tbfiir laoooted ^K)d»*\ . 
And fliield thy reabm &oAfii^coxe fipsnies of bitood<.\ r . 70 
Yet;oJi, may foYcreign mory^firft ordaiH . : . 
Propounded compafl to the lavage tnia> , .:.,!... -T 
Fearlefs pf foes their own d»h wiUs TU taici^ . ;: ... : . ' 
To quell the rage sod givrtke terms j^jfeacB,. \\l\ ' 
Teach the grim tribes to bowbcntatli xkfivmff . v - . 7^ 
And tafte the hlcffings of.dbc tamsi jDf{day»j .-.:. . \.\ 
The fire r^ura'd^^-rMy padtefr'wifli yeu iuioir;)' ,. ::^ T 
To fliield from flaughter vd ptefcrvc the foe>- -i: 
In bands of mutual peacD >U tiibB9r:tQ Uad^' - caV/ 
And live the friend and goardiapiiif maakiBd. :: ; > Sd 
Should ftrife b<^, thy yonlihfbiapBailiall fhane 1 .1 . .' 
The toils pf glory throu^ tfae^ walks oi war ; 
But o'er thofe hideous hills,, thro' climes of (ho«ry 
With reafon*$ voice to lure tie QafBfp foe, . j 
To 'fcape their fnares, their jarring fiiuis combine, . &^ 
Claims hardier limbs and riper years than, tlupe* 
Yet one of heav'niy race the tafk jequires, 
Whofe myfticirites controui th'ethenaf ftres ; 
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S6 the fodth'd Gc^ieal provfei, |p fidtbkfr eysef» 

His fway on earth aiul Aiqpire o^die flues. * : : ^ 

3oae veteran cU^sf, in thoie. soogh kbdurs try^d^ 

Shall aid tlie toil, and go thy iUthfiil goi& j 

O'er dreary hsigiils ([hy f]jaldf|gJ(j|Bbs fii^bun, ' 

Teach the darl^wSes of4MHiiiiifiiiomti^, ^ ^ 

Through aU'ex^eaM& of life t% v^iot Mtend, '95 

bi i:x)micil lead ctfafi^ or. 411 : aniiii defend ;^ 

While three jajiiayaadis, ihf 4bo(ea fi^caads, fhatf go 

To learn the ;diifo^ ^ meditate 4»e fee ^ ! 

That wai9 of fiitoEe Tinxs thsir aid i&ay find, ' ^' ' - • ^ 

Tofeiyis AeiBalmi^£rm^ -'* '^106 

|L^ then^ my £311, farig^ Ipgirtner.'ol my £im«y ■ " 

With early, totfi to Ih:^; thy '^cra^ imme) - i' " ' ' 

In hig)i beheiGb.thc& hravfdii^ tHUngs^li^ar^ 

To blefsmanki^andwardrtlk-mftei^i^ J ij..:.: 

To tha&daiL hofts, wheis£iwiqrilignio«»cams miQ, - 105 

P^-aclaim d^e bounties of onr'-fin die Scin. 

On thefe fair plains, faeneadiihis kappier ^es» 

Tell how his fruits in Ixkitidtefs^ plenty rife; '''-^ 

How th^ fap^ Power^ wfaofe alLddi^tkig foul\ 

Taught round the courb oC heawt^n. his ftars to roU^ 1 1^ 

To us his peaceful fbns hath, kindly given 

His pureft laws, the ^v'rite grace ^ heaven ; 

Bids 
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Bids every tribe the fame glad laws attend^ 

His realms to widen and his imes defend, 

C^nfefs a^d emulate^ his bamifieoiis iway, . 115 

And give his blef&i^^ where he^ives the day. 

Yet, fhould the gathering legioais ftiU prepare . ■ 

Thefliaft offljwjgbter.for thcharb'rouswar, ■ 

T^theni wq know IOrt)i;e^i the icrimfba plain;. •. »^- 

And heavVs bright dbildiien. never yieid to man/ ;• * 12a 

Butoln^ my child,' with ftcfiiiof caution goi» /J . ' 
The ways are hideous, and/ounag'd.the ifoe^-; - .J - 
Blood ftains thisir altac», all their feafts are blood, 
Peiith their delight^ . and dadenefk reigns their Gbd; .. ^ «.^ 
Tygers and,viiltur^ ftoisnsiaia^ earthquakes jharr - -125 
Their rites of worfliip* and their fpoils of war. ' - 
Siould'ft thou, , my- Rocha, ticiinpt their venj^l- ire^ ' ^^ 
Should thofe dear relici:feedial iavage. £iev - .. J.^i "^ 
De^p fi^ iwould heave thy wretched mother^ bteaft, i' 
The pale fun-fink in clouds of darkne& dreft, 130 

Thy fire and haplefr nations rue the day 
That drew thy fteps firom thcfe iad walkaway. 

Yet go ; 'tis virtue calk ; and realms ilmknown, 
By.thefe long toik, may.hlefs thy &iture throne ; 
Millions of unboiTi foukia. time- may fee 135 

Their doom reyersM, and owe their joys to thee ; 

While 
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While favage firts^ with murdering hands, no more 
Eh«ad the grim Gbds that claim their children's gore ; ' ■ 
But, fway'd by h^ierfceptres, here behold 
The rites of fnetdbm and the fhrines of'gold. 14b 

Be wife, be ^^tldftil of thy realm and throne ; 
Heav'n fpcedtfey labours, andprdfeiVtilfny fon ? 
t ^ Soon the gb^i^ce, in robes of wttte array 'd, • 

Call'd his attendams, and the lire Aey^d, 
A diamond broad; in burning gold iittpreft, 14J5 

^Fix'd the-fimVilriage on hii royalbr^5 ^ ^^ 
Fair in his ltt»d5appear*d the olrfc^ hough, « 

Aqdthe whiteiiwtu>grae*dkrsbca*^ ^ 

Swift o'er the btib that lift the'WJr&s<rf day, ■ r, ' ; 
Thro' parting clouds tl)f6y took tJieirieaftetn way; '^ •' 156 
Height over height they gain'd,*-^ beyond the l)oimd * ' ^i 
Where. the wide empire cMibs its titmbfl: toimd ; 
%Q numerous -tt^espibckdimM^h^-fdhr fway, < 

And held, dirou^ various toils, dielrtedious way. 

At length, far diflant, . thro^ the darkling ikies, 15^ 
"Where hills oV hills in rtlde diftMrder rife, 
A dreadfiil groan,' beneath' the flmddering ground, 
Rolls down the fteeps and ihalbes the world around. 



* The lautu. was a cotton fringe, worn by the Incas, as' a 
badge of royalty.^ 

Columns 
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Columns c^ reddening (biokfi, abore die height, 

O'ercaft^ heavens and clpu4 their woatiPfl light; ^69 « 

From totterbg tapg defbeiid the clifll q£ (how, 

llie mountains reel| t^ v^Ueya rend bdeiw. 

The headlong ftreams fiXfft their ufual ximiMl^ 

And (hrink and vaniib in the pping grounds 

The fun deicends^rA^idc fl^issies wilb li^igla^ M,^S 

Break the red cloud ^ pBrfrte adl ihe «r '$ .' 

Above the gapj^ig ipp^ wild cindem dnv^r : - 

Stream hi^ and brighfeia to the midft 6Shegmn ;: « 

Deep from heiieath^ fuU floods of bailmg«ftt 

Burft the/}read moent* and thro' the optmhgtaax'p .lyxli 

Torrents of mditpp i7Dck$» on eycry. iite»' 

I^ o'er .the ihel?es 'of ice the fiery tide ; 

Hills Hide before them,'flues around them bunij 

Towns f^ beneath, and h«*ving phim ft'^um.r 

Thro' dift^t reabtts, thb flaming deluge hi^l^t ^74 

Sweeps trembling nations ftom th'aftonifli'd world. . 

Meanwhile, at diftanoe* thrpogh the livid l^^t, 
A bufy concourfe met their wondering fight ; 
The prince drew near ; where ,lo ! an alt?ur ftood. 
In form a furnace, fiU'd with bnming wood ; x8a 

There a fair youth in pangs expiring lay. 
And the fond &dier thus was heard to pray :«- 

* Receive^ 
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* Receive, O 4-eadful Power, from feeble agCj 
This laft pare offering to thy fatdefe rage ; • 
ThHce has thy vengeance, on this hated land, 185 
Claimed a dear infent from my yielding tend ; 

Thrice We tfiofe lovely Tips the viftim prefe'd^ 
And all the mother torn tliat tender breaft ; 
When the dread duty ftiflcd every fig^, 
tlSi not a tear efcap'd her hetoteons ey^. 190 

The iFouithj and W!, now meets the fktal dboih, 
(Groan Aot, my child, thy God commands thee home) 
At!bnd, once more, thou dark, infernal name. 
From yon far-ftr^aming pyramid of fl&me ; 
SMtch, from the heatving fleili, th' expiring hteHihf 19! 
Sacred to thee and all the powers of death ; 
Then, in thy liall, with fpculs of nations crown'^. 
Confine thy walhs Beneath die rending ground ; 
No more on earth A* embowellM flames to poulv 
Ami fcoturgfe my people and my race no more. tod 

Thus^ Rodia heatd ; and, tow'rd the trembling crowds 
Tum'd the bright cnfign of his beaming God. 

* It is a fa6t, that the different tribes of thofe moiintain &« 
▼s^es worfhipped the various obje^b of terror that iafbhbd the 
particular parts of the countivwhere they dwelt ; fuch a)s fiormsi 
voKanbes, rivers, lakes, ancfleveral beads and birds of prey; 
and. all with this idea, that their (ofttfathers defcended frodi tae 
gods which they worfhipped. ^ 

Th* 
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Th* afflidled chief, with fear and grief opprefs'd, 

Beheld the figq, and thus the prince addre&'d : -^ 

From what far lai^d, O royal ftranger, iay, a05 

Afcend thy wandering fteps this nightly way ? 

Com'ft thou from plains like ours, with cinders fir'd? 

And have thy people in the flames expired ? 

Or haft thou now, to ftay the whelming flood. 

No fon to ofier to the furious God ? 210 

From happier lands I came, the prince returned. 
Where no red vefngcance e'er the concave burn'd ; 
No furious God difturbs die peaceful fkies, 
Nor yield our hands the bloody facrifice ; 
But life and joy the Power delights to give, 215 

And bids his children but rejoice and live. 
Thou feefl o*er Reav'n the all-delight'mg fun, 
In living radiance rear his golden throne ; 
O'er plains and valleys fhed his genial beams, 
Call from yon cliffs of ice the winding flreams ; 22Q 

"^hile fruits and flowers adorn th' indulgent field. 
And feas and lakes their copious treafures yield, 
He reigns our only God ; in him we trace 
The friend, the father of our happy race. 
Late the lone tribes, on thofe delightful fliorcs, 225 

With gloomy reverence ferv'd imagined powers ; 

Till 
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Till hp, in pity to the roving race, 

Difpens'd their laws, and form'd their imnds for peace. 

My heav'n-born parents firft die reign began, 

Sent from his courts to rtile the race of man, 230 

To teach his aits, extend his bounteous fway. 

And give his bleffings where he gives the day. 

The wondering diicf reply'd : — Thy garb and 6cc 
Proclaim thy lineage of fuperior race ; 
And our far-diftant fires, -no k& than thine, 23^ 

Sprang from a God, .and- own a birth divine. 
From that tremendous mount, the iburce of flame. 
In elder times, my great forefathers came ; 
Where the dread Power conceals his dark abode, 
And claims, as now> the tribute of a God. ^jo 

This vidtim due when willing mortals pay, 
His terrcM^ leflen and his fires decay ; 
While purer fleet regales th' untainted air. 
And our glad hofls are fir'd for fiercer war. 

Yet knpw, dread chief, the pious youth rejoin'd, 245 
One fov'reign Power produc'cl all human kind ; 
Some Sire fupremc, whofe ever-rulmg foul 
Creates, preferves, and regulates the whole. 
That Sire fupreme mufl liftWiis radiant eye 
Round th^ wide concave of the^boundlels Iky ; 250 

That 
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That hcav*n's high courts, and A\ the walks of itoeHi 

May nCb ntivtilM bencatli his caifefiil ken. 

Could thy datk Powi^, \h^ hollis hid Axtx abode 

Deep in the boftm bf thai fiery ftood. 

Yield the gbdfhiHs that ^^nt^stfioiis find? ^5; 

Or praife, or p»ni^, or behcrid itUUikiii4? 

When the Ueft Odd, fit)m gboins^ of changing nighty 

%all gild his chambers With t)ie morning light. 

By myftic rites he*U vlfe(&atB Wd Anohc, 

And own thy fenrsKit fb^ his dateoiis fon. ft6o 

Meamime, 4he chief ret>lyM, thy cares rekas^i 
Share the poor relics of our fcaftty feaft ; 
Which, <bi?'h ih hafty rout, our train fupjJy'd,- 
^IWhen trembling earth proclaimM the boiling tide. 
They far'd; they rtftcd ; till approaching morn l45 

Beheld the day-ftar o'et ^ fnountain bum ; 
The prince arofej an akar r6ar^d on high, 
And watchM the fpleiidors 6f the orient &y. 

When b*er the motintaiii flam*d the fun's broad ray. 
He call'd the hoft his facred rites t*effay; ^^0 

Then took the loaves of maizjc, the bounties brake. 
Gave to the chief and b^e thfeln all pvtrf^e; 
The hallow'd reKcs on the pile he placM, 
With tufo of flw'rt th« fimpic cficrittg grac'd, 

Held 
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Held to the fun the image from his breafl, zj^ 

Whofe glowing concave all the God expreft j 
O'er the dry'd leaves the tays concentred fly> 
And thus his voice afcends the lift'ning (ky :— <- 

O thou, whofe fplcndors kindle heav'n with fire, 
Great foul of nature, and the world's dread fire, 280 

If e'er my father found thy fov'reign grace. 
Or thy blcft will ordain'd the Incan race, 
Give thefe lone tribes to learn thine awful name, 
Receive this offering, and the pile inflame : 
So fliall thy laws o'er thefe wide bounds be known, 285 
And earth's unnumber'd fons be happy as thy own. 

Thus pray'd the prince : tlie kindling flames afpire, 
The tribes furrounding tremble and retire, 
Gaze on the wonder, full conviftion own, 
And vow obedience to t|^e facred Sun. 290 

The legates now their i&rther courfe defcry'd, 

A young cazique attending as a guide, 

O'er craggy cliflS purfu'd their eaftern way, 

« 
Where loftier champaigns meet the fhivering day ; 

Saw timorous tribes, in thofe fublime abodes, 295 

Adore the blafls, and turn the florms to gods ; 

While every cloud, that thunders thro* the Ikies, 

Claims from their hands a human facrifice* 

H Awhile 
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Awhile the youth, their better faith to gain, 

Strives, \vith his ufual art j but ftrives in vain ; 300 

In vain he pleads the mildnefs of the fun. 

In thofe cold bonnes where chilling whirlwinds nm ; 

Where the dark tempefts fweep the world below. 

And load the mountains with eternal fnow. 

The fun's bright beam, the fearful tribes declare, 305 

Drives all their evils on the tortur'd air ; 

He draws the vapours up the eaftern iky, 

That fail and centre tow'rd his dazzling eye ; 

Leads the loud florms along his mid-day courfe, 

And bids the Andes meet their fweeping force; jio 

Builds ^eir bleak ftmmits with an icy throne, 

To fhine through heav*n, a femblance of his own ; 

Hence the dire chills thp lifted lawns that wait. 

And all the fcourges that atterid their ftate. 

Sev'n toilfome days, the virt'ous Inca ftrove, 315 

To focial joys their favage minds \o move ; 

Then, while the morning glow'd ferenely bright, 

He led their footfleps to an eaftem height ; 

The world,^ unbounded, fti:etch'd beneath them, lay, 

And not a cloud obfcur'd the riiing day : 320 

Broad A.mazonia, with her fbr-like ftr^ms, 

In azure dreft, a hcav'n inverted feems ; 

Dim 
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Dim Paraguay extends the aching {ight ; , ^ 

Xaraya * glimmers like the moon of nighf ; • 

The earth and Ikies, in blending borders ftray, 325 

And fmile and brighten to the lamp of day* 

When thus the prince : •— What majefty divine ! 

What robes of gold ! what flames around him fliine ! 

There walki the God 1 his ftarry fons on high, 

Draw their dirfi veil, and ihrifik behind the Iky ; 330 

Earth with furrounding nature 's bom a-new, 

And tribes and empires greet the gladdening view ! 

Who can behold his lall-delighting foul 

Give life and joy, and heav*n and earth controul, 

Bid death and darknefs from his prcfence move— 33 r 

Who can behold, and not adore and love ? 

Thofe plains, immenfely circling, feel hjs boams^ 

He greens the groves, he filvers o'er the ftrbams. 

Swells the wild fruitage, gives the beaft his food> 

And mute creation hails the genial God. , 340 

But nobter joys his righteous laws impart,^ 

To aid the life and mould the focial heart, 

His peaceful arts o'er happy realms to fpread, 

And altars grace with pure celeftial bread j 

* Xaraya is a large lake in the country of Paraguay, and is 
the fource of the river Paraguay. 

Ha Such 
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Such our diftinguifli'd lot, who own his fway, 345 

Mild ^s his morning ftars, and liberal as the day. 

His unknown laws, the mountain chief reply -d. 
In your far world your boafted race may guide ; 
And yon low plains, that drink his genial ray. 
At his glad fhrine their juft devotions pay. 350 

But we, nor fear his frown, nor truft his fmile ; 

He blafts our forefts aad overturns opr toil ; 

Our bowers are bury'd in his whirls of fnow. 

Or fwept and driv'n to fhade his tribes below. 

Ev'n now his mounting fteps thy hopes beguile* 355 

He lure$ thy raptures with a morning finile ; 

But foon (for fo thofe faflSron robes prodaim) 

Black ftorms fhall fail beneath his leading flame. 

Thunders and blafts, againft the mountains driven. 

Shall fhake the tottVing tops, and rend the vault of heaven. 
He fpoke ; they waited, till th* afccriding ray. 

High from the noon-tide (hot the faithlefs day ; 

When, lo ! far-gathering, round the eaftem fkies, 

Solemn and flow, the dark-red vapours rife ; 

Full clouds, convolving on the turbid air, 365 

Move, like an ocean, to the watery war. 

Tke hoft, fccurely rais'd, no dangers harm. 

They fit unclouded, and overlook the ftorm ; 

WhUc, 
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Wliile, far beneath, the Iky-bomc waters ride. 

O'er the dark deep and up the mountain's fide ; 370 

The lightning's glancing .wings, in fury curl'd^ 

Bend their long forky terrors o'er the world ; 

Torrents, and broken crags, and floods of rain, . 

From fleep to flecp roll down their force amain, 

In dreadful cataradis ; the crafhing found 375 

Filk the wide heavens and rocks the fmouldcring ground. 

The blafls, unburden!d, . take their upward courfe. 

And, 0% 1^ mountain top, refame their force : 

Swift, thro' the long white ridges, fix>m the north, 

The rapid whirlwinds lead their terrors forth ; 380 

High rolls the ftorm, the circling furges rife, -. ' 

And wild gyrations wheel the hovering Ikies ; 

Vaft hills of fnow, in fweeping columns driven. 

Deluge the air and cbud the face of heaven ; 

Floods burft their chains, the roCks forget their place, 385 

And the firm mount&in trembles to its hafe. 

Long gaz'd the hoft ; when thus the fhibbom chief. 
With eyes on fire, and fill'd with fullen grief :— 
Behold thy carel^ls God, fecure on high. 
Laughs at our woes^. aind peaceful walks the Iky, 390 

Drives all his evils on thcfe feats fublime, 
And wafts hir favours to a happier clime i 

H3 Siie 
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Sire of that joyous race thy. words 4ifcIoie^ 

There glads his children^ here afflifis his foes. 

Hence ! fpeed thy courfe ! purfue.him where he leads ; 39^ 

Left vengeance feize thee for thy'fether'? deeds, 

Thy immolated limbs affwage the fire 

Of thofe curft powers, which now a gift require. 

The youth, in haile, collcfts his fcanty trains 
And, with the-fun, flies p'er the weftem pl^n^ 400 

The feding orb with plaintive voice he plies, 
To guide his fteps and light him down the-flues.^- • 
So, when the moon and all jthe hoft of even. 
Hang, pale and trembling, on the verge of heaven, 
While ftorms, afcending, threat their nightly reign, 46J 
They feek their abfent fire, and fettle down the main. 

Now, to the fouth he turns ; where one vaft plain : 
Calls from the hills, a wide-extended train; 
Of various drefs and various form they {how'4; 
Each wore the enfign of his loc^ gdH. . 4^,10 

From eaftem fteeps, a grifly hoft ddtends. 
O'er whofe grim chief a tyger's hide dep^ds: 
The tufky jaws grin o*er his fliaggy brow. 
The eye-balls glare, the paws depend bclpw ; 
From his bor'd ears contorte4 ferpents hung, 415 

And drops of gore feem'd rolling on his tongue. 

From 
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From northern wilds dark move the vulture-race ; 

^ck tufts of quills, their ibaded foreheads grace ; 

The claws extend, die beak is op'd for blood, 

And all the armour imitates the god. 420 

The * condor, frowning, from a fouthcrn plain. 

Borne on a ftand^td, leads a numerous train : 

Ciench'd in his calons hapgsan infant dead^ 

His long beak pointing where the fquadrpns tread; 

His wings, far-ftretchingy cleave the yielding wind, . 425 

And his broad tail o'erib^ule» iht hod behind. 

From other plains, ai^d -other hills, afar, : 

The. tribes throng dreadfvd to the promis'd war ; 

Some wear the cveft^ iitri^ of the fnake, . >. 

Some (how the,embleqa»of a ftream or lake ; . . , 430 

All, from thft Power they fery^i aflu|ne their mode, 

And foam and yell to taCbe.jthie bican bdo^od^ ^ : 

I The prince, incautious^ with his trjiin drew near. 

Known for an Inca by his drefe ar^^ air. 

At onc^ the fayage baiids tC| vengeance move, 435 

Demand. their ^^rtns, and, chafe, them round the. grove; 

His fcattering hoft in Vain the combat tries. 

While circling thouf^ui^S from* their ambufti rife ; 

* The condor is fuppofed to be the largeft bird in the world. 
His wings, -from one extreme to the other, are feid to iheafure 
twenty feet 5 and he is able to carry a child in his clutches. ' 

H 4 Nor 
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Nor power to ftrive, nor hope of flight lemains, 

They bow in filcnce to the vidlor's chains. 44a 

When, now the gathering fquadrons throng the>plaii>, -^ 

And echoing ikies the rending fhouts retain ; 

Zampr, the leader of the tyger-band, ^ 

Bv choice appointed tp the firft command, 

Shrugg'd up his fpotted fpoils above the reft, 445 

And, grimly frowning, thus the crowd addrefs'd:'— 

Warriors, attend ; to-morrow leads abroad 
Our (acred vengeance for our brothers' blood. 
On thofe fcorch'd plains for ever muft they lie. 
Their bones ftill naked to the burning fky ; 450' 

Lefk in the field for foreign hawks to tear. 
Nor our own vultures can the bahfoet (ba^e ? 
But foon, ye mountain go^ yoo dreary weft 
Shall late your jrcngeance with. a nobler feaft } • 
When the proud Sun, th^t terror of the plain, 45 j^ 

Shall grieve in heav'n fi>f all his children ilain ; 
O'er boundlefe fields our ikmght'ring myriads roam. 
And your dark powers command a happier home. 
Meanwhile, ye tribes, thefe men of fola^race. 
Food for the flames, your bloody rites fliall grace ; 460 
Each to a different god his panting breath 
Refigns in fiit ; this night demand^ their death : 

AU 
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All but the Inca ; him, referv'd m flate^ . 

Thefe conquering hands ere long (hall immolate^ ' 

To that dread Power that thunders in the fkies, 465^ 

A grateful gift, before his mother's ^es. 

The favage ceas'd ; the chiefs of cfVery race . 
Lead the bold captives to their deftin'd place ; 
Thefunidefoends, the parting day, expires, 
And earth and.heav'n difplay thcur fparkling fires. 470 
Sopn the rais'd altars kindle round the gloom. 
And call the victims to the^ vengeful doom; 
lied to the pile,, in fovcreigii pomp' they tread, 
Andfing, by turns, the triun^phs'of the dead. / 

Amid the crowd, beiide his altar, ibsod 475 

The youth devoted to the tyg^-godi ./ 

A beauteous form.herofe, of oqtble grace, t 

The only hope.of his illuftnoul ^G9 i 
His aged fke, through numerous y^ajrs, had fhone. 
The firfl fupporter of the Inom throne ; 480 

Wife Capac lov'd.the youth, and grac'd his hand 
With a fair virgin, from a neighbouring band ; . ; 

And him the royjrf prince, in equal prime. 
Had chofe, t' attqoilium round the favage clime. 
He mounts the pyre ; the flames approach his breath, 485 
And dbus be wakes the dauntlefs fong.of death : — 

O 
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O thou dark vault of heaven I his daily throne. 
Where flee the abfent glories of the fun ? 
Ye flany hofts, that kindle from his eye, 
Can you behold him in the weftem Bay t 490 

Or if, unfeen, beneath his watery bed. 
The weary'd God reclines his radiant head, 
When next his morning fteps your courts infttme. 
And feek on 'earth for youfig Azonto's name, 
Then point thefe aflies, mark the.fmoky pile, 495 

And fay the hero fuffi»-*d with a fmile. 
So fhall th' avenging Power, in fury dreft, - : . 
Bind the red * circlet tfer^ Ms changing v6ft, 
Bid dire deihxi£tion, on thdfe dark abodes, 
Whelm the grim tribes '^ jitt* dielr favage godsv 50a 

But oh ! forbear to 'tell my ftooping fire, . ^*- • 
His darling hopes have fed a coward fire-: ' ; • 
Why ihould he know the tortures of the bl^ve ? 
(X-fruitlefs forrows beiid^him to the grave f \ 
And may'ft thou ne'er be told, my bridal FaSr^ $05 

What filent pangs thefe panting vit^ds tear ; 
But, blooming ftill, Ch'impatient wifli employ 
On the blind hqpe of future fcendll^<^ joy^ 

* It is natural for the worfhippers of the Sun to confider 
any chalfige in the atmofphere as indicative of the ^iffirtient 
psifions afcribed to their divinity. With the Peruvians, a Ian- 
guine appearance in the Sun denoted his anger. 
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Now hade, y« ftrides of death ; the Power of day, . 
In abfent. flumbers^ gives your vengeance way^ 5fo 
While fiiinter light thefe livid flaines fupply. 
And (hort-liy'd thouf^inds feam of me to die,...o 
He ceas'd not fpf»king ; when the yell.of war 
Drowns all their deith-fongsjn a hideous jar; 
Round the far-echoing hills:the ycllingB pour, 515 

And wolves and tygers catch' the diftant roar. 
Now more. concordant all their voices join, 
And round the plain tbcy form the feftivc line ; 
When, to the muficofthe difmal diji, . . 
Indignant Zamor bids the dance teginw , 520 

Dim, thro' the fhadowy fires, each changing forpi . 
Moves like a cloud before. an evening ftorm, 
When, o'er tl;c moon's pale fac^ iini:ftarry plain,. . ; 
The fhades of he^iy'ft lead oft, their broken^ train ; 
The mingling tiibeg their irAzy. circles, tread, 525 

Till the lall gr6an proclaims the vidimS: dead : 
Thfen part th^ finoky flefh^ crgoy the fcaft, ; 
And lofe th^ip Jaboms in i^blivious reft.: 

Now, whcathc yirdtem hills jwoekim'd the mom, 
Andfellirigfiii8i:wercfc2iredy feen to bqrhj , 530 

Grimm'd by. thp biirrpfs of the dregjafgi n%htj 
The hofb wok-e %iJcor for the diftant %ht ; 
/ And, 
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And, ^k and filent, thro' the frowning grove, 
'the diflpCTent tribes beneath tfieir ftandards move. • 

But, round the blifsftil city of the Sun, S35 

Since the young prince his foreign toils begun, 
The prudent king colle^d, from ai&ff. 
His martial bands to meet th*expe<^ed war. 
The various tribes, in one extended train. 
Move to the confines of an eaftem plaih ; 546 

Where, from th'exalted kingdom's iitmicyft end, 
Sublimer hills and favage walks afcend. 
High in the front, iniperial Capac ftrode. 
In fair effulgence like the beaming 'G<id ; 
A golden girdle bound his fnowy veft, 545 

A mimic fun hung trembling on his breafV, 
The lautu's circling band his temples twin'd. 
The bow, the quiver, (hade his waift behind ; 
Rais'd high in air, his golden Jceptre bumM, 
And hofts fufrounding trembled as he tam'd. ' 550 

O'er eaftern hills he caft his watchful eye, 
Where op'ning breaches lengthen down thefky ; 
In whofife blue clefts, wide-Hoping alleys Iwnd, 
Where annual fldods fr6m meltiftg fnows defcend ; 
Now, dry and deep, far up the dreary hci^, 555 

Show the dark fquadrons moving into fight 5 • 

They 
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They throng ^nd thidcen on the fmoky air. 

And every breach pours down the duiky war. 

So when an hundred ftreams explore their way, 

Down the fame, flbpes, convolving to the fea ; 560 

They boil, they bend, they urge their force amain, 

Swell o'er obftruiSling crags, and fweep the diftant plain. 

Capac beholcUy and waits the coming fhock, 
Unmov'd, and gleaming, like an icy rock ; 
And while for i^ght the arming hods prepare, 565 

Thus thro' the files he breathes the foul of war-: — 
Ye hofts, of every tribe and every pUin, . 
That live and flouriih in my fitther's reign. 
Long have your flocks and rip'ning harvefts fhown 
The genial fmiles of his indulgent throne ; 57b 

As o'er furrounding realms his bleffings flow'd, 
And conquer'd all without the ftain of blood. 
But now behold, yon wide-colle£king band, 
With threat'ning war, demands the happy land : 
Beneath the dark, immeafurable hoft, 575 

Defcending, fwarming, how the crags are loft ! 
Already now their ravening eyes behold 
Your ftar-bright temples and your gates of gold ; 
And to their gods in £incied goblets pour, 
Tlie warm libation of your children's gore. 580* 

Move 
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Move then to vengeance, meet the fons of blood, * 

Led by this drm^ and lighted by that Obd ; 

The (Irife is fierce, yout fanes and fields the prize^ 

The warrior conquers or the infant dies. • . 

Fill*d with his fire, the hofts, in fquar'd array, 585 

Eye the dark legions and demand th^aflfciy > 

Their pointed arrows, rifing on the bow, 

Look up the (ky and chide the l^ging foe« 

Fierce Zamor, frowning, leads the griily train. 
Moves from the defts, and ftretches o'er the plain ; 590 
He gives the fliriek.; the deep convulfing found 
The hofts re-echo ; and the hills around 
Retain the rending tumult ; all the air 
Clangs in the confli£t of the clafhing wan 
But firm, undaunted, as a fhelvy ftrand, 595 

That meets the furge, the bold Peruvians (land ; 
With fteady aim the founding bow-ftring ply. 
And fliowers of arrows thicken thro' the Iky ; 
When each grim hoft, in clofer conflict join'd, 
Clench the dire ax, and caft the bow behind j 600 

Thro' broken ranks fweep wide the rapid courfe. 
Now ftruggle back; .now fidelong fway the force ; 
Here, from grim chiefc is lopp'd the grifly head ; 
All gride the dying, all deface the dead; 

There, 
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There, fcattering o'er the field, in thin array, ' 605 

Man ftrives with man, and jdones with axes play ; 
With broken fliafts they follow and they fly, 
And yells, and groans, and fhouts invade the iky ; 
Round all the plains and groves, the ground is (Irow'd 
With fever'd limbs and corfes bath'd in blood. 6i6 

Long rag'd the ftrife ; and where, on either fide, 
A firiend, a &ther, or a brother died. 
No trace liemain-d of what he fliow'd before. 
Mangled with horrid wounds and (mear*d with gore. 

Now the Peruvians^ in collciftcd might, ' 615 

With one wide fweep had wing'd the favage flight ; 
But heaven's bright fplendor, in his mid day race. 
With glooms unufual veil'd his radiant face. 
By flow degrees a folemn twilight moves. 
Browns the dim heav'ns and fhades the confdous groves. 620 
Th'obferving Inca views, with wild furprife. 
Deep glooms on earth, no cloud around the flues, 
His hod o'erfliaded in die field of blood, 
Gor'd by his foes, deferted by his God. 
All, mute with wonder, ceafe the flxife to wage, 625 

Graze at each others and forget their rage ; 
When pious Capac, to tlie liftening croud, 
Rais'd high his wand and pour'd his voice aloud :-— 

Ye 
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Ye chiefs and warriors of Peruvian race, 

Some dire ofience obfcures rty Other's face ; 63O 

What moves the Godhead to defert the plain, 

Nor fave his children, nor behold them flain ? 

Fly ! fpeed your couife; and feek the friendly town, 

Ere darknefs (hroud you in a deeper frown ; 

The &ithful walls your fquadrons fhall defend, 635 

While my fad fteps the facred dome aicend ; 

There learn the caufe, and ward the woes we fear— 

Hafte, hafte, my fons, I guard the flying rear. 

The hero fpoke ; the trembling tribes obey. 
While deeper glooms obfcure the fource of day. 640 

Sudden, the {avage bands coUedl amaiii, 
Hang on the rear and fweep them o'er the plain ; 
Their fhouts, redoubling o*er the flying war. 
Drown the loud groans and torture all the air ; 
The hawks of hcav'n, that o*er the field had flood, 645 
Scar'd by the tumult from the fcent of blood, 
Cleave the far gloom ; the beafls forget their prey. 
And fcour the wafle, and give the war its way. 

Zamor, elate with horrid joy, beheld 
The fun depart, his children fly the field, 650 

And rais'd his rending voice : — ^Thou darkening fky, 
,Pcepen thy glooms, the Power of death is nigh ; 

Behold 
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Behold him riling from his nightly throiiie, 

To veil the heav'ns and drive the conquered fun ! 

The glaring Godhead yields to facred night ; 655 

And all his armies imitate his flight. 

O dark, infernal Power, confirm thy reign ; 

Give deadlier fhades, and heap die piles of flain ! 

Soon the young captive Prince {hall roll in fire. 

And all his race accumulate the pyre. 660 ' 

Yc mountain vultures, here your vengeance pour, 

Tygers and conddrs, aU ye gods of gore, 

In thefe dread fields, beneath your frowning &y, 

A plenteous feaft fhall every god fupply !— 

Rufli forward, warriors, hide the plains with dead; 665* 

Twas here our fiiends, in former combat, bfed ; 

Strow'd thro* the wafte, their naked bones demand 

Xhis ample vengeance from our conquering hand. 

He faid ; and, high before the tyger-train, 
With longer ftrides, hangs forward o'er the flain, 670 
Bends, like a falling tree, to reach the foe, 
And o'er tall Capac aims a deadly blow. 
The king beheld the ax, and with his wand 
^ipick the raised weapon from his gra(ping hand ; 
Vbm clench'd the falling helve, and whirling round, 675 
Fell'd fririovs hofts of heroes to the gco^md : 

I Ner 
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Nor ftay'd, but followM, where the fquadrons run, 

Fearing to fight, forfaken by the fun : 

Till Cufco's walls falute their longing iight. 

And the wide gates receive their rapid flight. 680 

The folds are barr'd, the foes,- in fhade concealed. 

Like howling wolves, rave round th'afirighted field. 

The monarch now afcends the facred dome. 
Where the fun's image wore a fiukd gloom. 
Thro* all the courts a folemn made prevail'dj 685 

And female groans his liftening ear a0alM-; 
Deep from an inner ihrine, the burfting fighs 
Breathe forth awhile, and thefe fad accents rife :— « 
Was it |br this, my ion to diftant lands 
Muft trace the wilds, amid diofe favage bands ? 69O 

And does the God obfcuire his golden throne^ 
In mournful filence for my flaughter'd fon ? 
Oh> had his beam, ere that diiaftrous day. 
That fnatch'd the youth fix)m thefe fond arms away. 
Received my mounting fpirit to the Iky, 695 

That fad Oclla might have feen him die ! 
Where flept thy fliaft of vengeance, O my God, 
When thofc fell tygers dranjc his facred blood? ^(^ 

Did not the pious prince, with rites divine, ^ 

Feed the pure flame within thy hallow'd ihrine ? 700 

And 
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jAnd early leans, fceneath his fadier's hand. 
To fhed thy blefSng$ roand Ae fevour*d land, 
Form'd by thy laws the royal feat to grace. 
Son of thy foft> and glory of his race t 
Where, deareft Rpcha, tefts thy beauteous head ? 705 
Where the rent robes tl^ haplefs mother made ? 
I fee thee, mid d^ofe hideous hills of fnow^ 
Purfu*d and fiaughterM by the favage foe ; 
Or doomM a feaft for fome infernal God, 
Whofe horrid flirine demands thy harmlefs blood. 7 iC> 
$|j^tch m«, O 8un,' to happier worlds of light- 
No, (hroud me, Ihrcmd me, with thyfelf in night—- 
Thou hear'ft me not ; thou dread, departed Power, 
Thy face is dark, and Rocha is no more. 

Thus heard the.li]ent king ; his heaving heart 715 

Caught all her grief, and bore a father's part. 
Thecaufe, fuggefted by h^ teiider moan. 
That veilM the mid-day ijplendors of the fun. 
And fhouts infulting of the raging foe, 
Rx'd him fufpenfe, in all the ftrength of woe. jjtO 

A doubtful moment held his changing choice ; ' 
Now woiild he footh her ; half jjHumcs hi^ voice ; 
Bui greater cares the rifing wifh controul, 
And call forth all Us dignity of fouL 

I % Why 
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Why fhoud he ccafe tp ward the coming fiitc ? f^j 

Or fhe be told the foes befiege the gate? 

He turn'd in hade ; and now the image-God, 

High in the front, with kindling luftre glow'd : 

Swift thro' the portal flew the hero's eye, ' " 

And hail'd the growing fplendor in the flcy. 73O 

The troops courageous at return of light. 
Pour r6und the dome^ impatient for the fight ; 
The chief, defcending, in the portal ftood^ 
And thus addrelsM the all-delighting God >^ 

O foyereign foul of heav'n ; thy changing face 735 
Makes or deftroys the glory of thy rao^. 
If, from the bounds of earth, my fon bc; fled, 
Flrft of thy line that ever grac'd the dead ; 
If thy bright Godhead ceas'd in heav'n to bum, 
For that lov'd youth, who never muft return ; ^4^ 

Forgive thine armies, when, in fields of blood, 
Tbey lofe thefr ftrengdi, an4 fear the fi*owning God. 
As now ihy glory, with fuperior day. 
Glows thro' the field and leads the warrior's way. 
May our delighted fouls, to vengeance driven, 745 

Bum with neY brightncfe in the caufe of heaven ; 
For thy flain fon fee larger fquadrons bleed, • 

We mourn the her©, but avenge the dsed !. 

- He 
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He (aid ; and, from the battlements on high, 
A watchful warrior rais'd an eager cry : 750 

** An Inca white on yonder altar tied 
TTis Rocha's felf — the flame afccnds his fide.„ 

In fwecpinghafte the burfting gates unbar. 

And flood the champaign with a tide of war ; 

A cloud of arro^ leads the rapid train, 75 j 

They fliout, they fwarm, they hide the moving plain ; 

The bows and quivers ftrow the field behind. 

And the raisM axes cleave the parting wind ; 

The prince, confeft to every warrior's fight,^ 

Infpires each foul and centres all the fight ; 766 

Each hopes to fnatch hint from the kindling pyre. 

Each fears his breath already flits in flre: 

While Zamor fpread his thronging fquadrons wide, 

Wedg'd like a wall — and thus thc: king defied : — 

Hade! fon of Light, pour faft the winged war, 765 

The prince, the dyi^jg prince, demands your care ; 

f 
Hear how his death-fbng chides your dull delay. 

Lift larger flrides, bend forward to th'affray. 

Ere folding flames prevent his ftifled groan. 

Child of your beaming God, a vi£kim to our own^ 770 

« He faid ; and rais*d his fhaggy form on high. 

And bade the ihafb glide thicker thro' the fl^y.. 

I 3 Like 
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Like the blade billows of the lifted ipan^' 

HoUs into fi^t the long Peruvian train ; 

A white fall, beiinding, on the billows toft» yjg 

h Capac, finding 6*er the furious hofl. 

Now meet the dreadful chiefs, with eyes on fire; 

Beneath their blows the parting ranks retire: 

In whirlwind-fwcep, their meeting axes bounds 

Wheel, crafh in air, and plough the trembling ground ; 780 

Their finewy limbs, in fierce contortions, bend. 

And mutual flrokes, with equal force, defcend ; 

The king fw^s backward from the flruggUng foe, 

Golledts new flrength, and with a drcling blow 

RufhM furious on ; his flinty edge, on high> }8j 

Met Zamor's helve, and glancii^, cleft his thigh. 

The favagc fell.; when, thro* the tyger-train, 

The driving Inca fwept a widening lane ; 

Whole ranks fall flaggcring, where he lifb his arm, * 

Or roll before him like a billowy Aotm 5 jgci 

Behind his fteps colle<Jling legions clo(e» 

While, centred in a circling ridge of foes. 

He drives his furious way ; the prince unties, 

And thus his voice :— -Dread Sovereign of the iki6s, 

Accept my living fon, again beftow'd, 795 

To grace with rites the temple of his God !— 

Move, 
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Move, warriors, movts, q^tfiplete the woric begun, 
Crufli the grim race, avenge the injurM Sun;. 
The j(avage hoft, that View^ the daring deti^ 
And faw deep IquadrDtts "mth their kader blee*,. * ^00 
Raii'd Wgh the fhriek of bbrror ; all the plai» • 

Is trod with flight ani covered with the flaSh^ 
The bold PeruTiani. cirde roiind the fieSf, '- -■ 

dQonfine their flighty twd-bid the relics yield r . / 
While Ciapac rais'd his pbcid voice again— - 8&J 
Ye con^Jttttiiig bofts^ cblleffe the fcatjter'd traiiri ;, • 
The Sua commMKk.te-ftay theristje bf #af, ' ' ■" " •'* 
He knows taconqu^, but he tores fo^fpariel - < 
c^He CQ^M-i and, W|j|Bire* the fevagc" 'leader 4*^'- '' *'"'* 
Welt'riBg: In gcwe,- 4ir«£ls his'eager Wy ; •*' ■ '"tio 
Unwraps .thi' «igef*i5 kide>- ani^ftrives ia vain 
To clofe AeWoond^, *8toVt%ttit%ate't --- * "* - 

And, >i*ife'foft plty^itiSv'A h»;iffte ^•' "' ' 

-Aais'd the h«gehaadv* alid thi&'the chief ^drrffeld *--^' '' 
Too lx)Hg^4j^a*prihc^v''thy f'^ihg jhnis WifliHbod *^ 
The hofts of heav -ri^^ ^ bi=av'id tfe'avenging Goi^y' ' \^'- 
His fovereigit wiH-^ofrimands att-ftrifc to fceafc," • 
His realm -fc^encArc^ and liis'lieafiire, peace- ' - -'^ 
Vl^is copious ^6aynage?5''"eadif%'^li the plain, * 
Infults his bounties^, 'but <:dnferms his reigm *8ta 

Enough, 'tis paft—^hy parting breath demands 
The laft fad office frbrii my yielding hands^ ■ 
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To fhare thy pains, and fed thj hopelefs woe» 

Are rites ungrateful to a idling foe ; 

Yet reft in peace; and know, a cluef fo brave, 825 

When life departs, fhall find an bonour'd grave ; 

Th^e hands, in mournful pomp, : thy tomb (hall rear, . . 

And tribes unborn thy haplels fate declare. 

Infult me not with tombs; the favage cried, 
Let clofing clods thy coward carcafe hide ; 85)5 

But thefe brave bones, unbury'd on the plain» 
Touch not with duft, nor dare widi rites pro&ne ; 
Let no curft earth cereal this Tgcury head* . 
Nor fong» proclaim |he dreadful Zamor dead. ' . \ 

Me, whom the hungry gods> frojo^pjaift to pliSn, 83 j 
Have followed, fcafting on thy flaaghter'd tnuOj, T 
Me wouldft thou cover ? np I. frojn.yonder flky. 
The wide-beak'd hawk, that now beholds mo diCf * 
Soon, with his cowering train, my fieih fhall tear. 
And wolves and tygers vindicate^ their ihare 8ij|0 

Receive, dread Powers ( fince I can ilay no more ) 
My laft glad vi£kim, this devoted gore ! 

Thus pour'd the vengeful chief his fainting breathi^ 
And loft his utterance in the gafp of death. 
The fad remaining tribes confefs the Power, . 845 

Thf^ fheds his bounties round the fav'rite fhore ; 
An bow obedient to the Incan throne. 
And bleft Oella hails her living Umn 
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N one dark age, beneath a fingle hand. 
Thus rofe an empifc in the lavage land 
Her golden feats, with following years, increafe^ 
Her growing nations fprcad the walks of peace, 
tier facred rites difplay the pnteft plan, 5 

That e'er adom'd th'unguided mind of man. 

Yet all the pomp th' extended climes unfold. 
The fields of verdure and the towers of gold, 
Thofe works ctf peace, and foy'reignfoines of ftatCp 
In Ihort-Ky'd gloiy haflen to their fate, lO 

Thjr followers, rufliing like an angry flood, J _ . 

Shall whelm the fields, and (lain the fhrines in blood; . 
Nor thou, Las Cafes,* beft of men, fhall ftay 
The rav^iiing legions from their guardlels prey. 

* Baf^lomew d^ Las Cafas was a Domipican pridft, of ^ 
moift amiabb and heroic chara6ler. He firft went to Hi^iontola 
vf'ith Columbus in his fecond voyage, where he manifeiied ah 
ardent, but honeft zeal, firfl: in RtVsmptin^ to inlbu6): the natives 
ia the prindplesrof the catholic ftithj «ra afterwards in defend- 
ing 



r4# THE VISION OF COLUMBUS: 

Oh ! haplefs prelate, hero, faint and fage, 15 

Doom*d with hard guilt a fruitlels war to wago^ 

To fee, with grief (thy life erf" virtues run) 

A realm unpeopled and a world undone ! 

While impious Valverde *, mock of pricfthood (lands. 

Guilt in his heart, the gofpd in his hands, 20 

ing them againft the infufferable cruelties exercifed by the 
Spanifli tyi-ants who fuceeedcd Columbus in the difcovcries and 
conquefts in South America.- He early declared himfelf thcJ 
protedor of the Indians; and he devoted himfelf, ever after, to 
the moft indefatigable labours in their fervice. He made feveral 
voyages to Spain, to folicit, fidl from Ferdinand, then from 
cardinal Ximmes, and finally from Charles V, fome effectual 
reftri^Hons' againft the horrid career of depopulation, which 
^very where attended the Spanifli arms. He followed thefe 
monflers of cruelty into all the conquered countries ; where, by 
the power of his eloquence and that purity of morals which 
commands refpeft even from the worft of men, he. doubtlefs 
faved the lives of many thoufands of innocent people. Kfis life 
.was a continued ftnig^le againft that dej^orabJe fyftem of 
tyrann}r, of which he gives a defcription in a treatife addreiTed 
to Philip, prince of Spain, ' entitled Brevijpma rekuxon deb 
dejiru^cion delas Thdias, 

It is faid by the- Spanifh writers, that the inhabitants of Hi£> 
pamola, when firft difcovered by the Spaniards, amounted to 
more than one million. This mcredible population was re- 
duced, in fifteen years, to fixty thoufand fouls. 

* Vincent Valverde was a fanatical prieft who accompanied 
Pizarro in his deftrudive expedition to Perii« If we were to 
fearch the hiftory of mankind, we fliould not find another {6 
extraordinary an example of the united efforts of ecclefiaiticaL 
hypocrify and military ferocity, of unrefifted murder and inla- 
tiable plunder, as we meet with in the account of thi$ expedition., 

Father Valverde, in a formal manner, gave the fan£tion of 
the church to the treacherous murder of Atabalipa and his rela- 
tions ; which was immediately followed by the defiru^tionand 
almoft entire depopulation ofa flouriihbg empire. .. . 

Bids 
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Bids, in one field, their unarm'd thoufands bleed, 

Smiles o'er the fcene and (an(%ifies the deed. 

And thou, brav6 Gafca *, with thy virtuous train, 

Shalt lift the fword and urge thy power in vain ; 
' Vain the late ftrife, the finking land to fare, 2^ 

Or call her ilaughterM millions from the grave. 

The Seraph fpoke. Columbus, with a figh, 
' Cafl o'er the haplefs dimes his moiflen'd eye, 

And thus retum'd: — Oh, hide me in the tomb; 

Why fhould I live to vi^w th' impending dcxim? 30 

If fuch dread fcenes the fcheme of Heav'n compofe. 

And virt'ous toils induce redoubled woes. 

Unfold no more ; but grant a kind releafe. 

Give me, 'tis all I alk, to reft in peace. 

* Pedro de la Gafca was one of the few men whofe virtues 
form a fingular contrafl with the vices which difgraiced the age 
in which he lived, and the country in which he acquired ms 
glory. He was fent over to Peru by Charles V, without any 
military force, to quell the rebellion of the vounger Pizarro, and 
to prevent a fecond depopulation, by a civil war, of that country 
which had juil been drenched in the blood of its original inha- 
bitants. He effected this great purpofe b^ the weight only of 
hisperfonal authority, and the veneration infpired bv his virtues. 
As fbon as he had fupprefled the rebellion and eltablifhed the 
government of the colony, he haftened to refign his authority 
into the hands of his mafter ; and, though his vi6tories had been 
obtained in the richeft country upon earth, he returned to Spain 
as poor as Cincinnatus ; having refifled every temptation to 
plunder, and refiifed any emolument for his fervices. 

Thy 
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Thy foul fhall reft in peace, the Powei* rcjoinM, 35 
Ere thefe conflifting ftiadcs involve mankind : 
But nobler views fliall firft thy mind engage, 
Where, fer advancM b6yond this darkfome age. 
The happier fruits of thy unwearied care, 
Thro' future years, a grateful world fliall fliare. 40 

Europe's contending kings fhall foon behold = 
Thefe fertile plains and hills of opening gold 5 
And in the path of thy adventVous fail, 
Their couhdefs navies float in every gale^ 
For wealth and commerce, fcarch the weftern fliore, 45 
And load the ocean with the fliining ore. 

As, up the orient heav'n, the dawning ray 
Smiles o'er the world and gives the promis'd day. 
Drives fraud and rapine from their nightly fpoil,' 
And focial nature wakes to peaceful toil ; j[0 

So, from the blazing mine, the golden ftore 
Mid warring ftates fliall fpread from fliore to fliore. 
With new ambition fire their ravifli'd eyes. 
O'er faflious nobles bid the monarch rife. 
Unite the force of realms, the wealth to fliare, 55 

I^ad larger hofts to milder walks of war ; 
Wide o'er the world, while genius unconfin'd 
Tempts happier flights, and opens all the mind, 

Diflblveis 



BOOK THE FOURTH. 145 

Piffolves the flavifh bands of monkifh lore, 

Awakes the arts, and bids die Mufcs foar. 6e 

Then ihall thy northern climes their charms difplay. 

United nations there commence their fway ; 

O'er the new world exalt their peerlefe fam^, 

And pay juft tribute to thy deathlefe name. 

Now caft thine eye o*er Em-opc's various coaft $ 65 
See feaions wild their inland booty boaft ; 
The naked harbours, looking to the main. 
Hear their kind cUf& and break the winds in vain, 
The lab'ring tide no foreign treafures lade, ) 

Nor (ails nor' cities caft a watery ihade; jo 

Save, where yon opening gulph die ftrand divides. 
Proud Venice bathes her in the broken tides. 
Beholds her fcattering barks around her ftrown. 
And, fovereign, deems the watery world her own. ' 

But the firih bondage of the ilaviih mind ^^ 

Spreads deeper glooms, and fubjugates mankind ; 
The zealots fierce, whom local fiiths enrage, 
In caufelefs ftrife perpetual combat wage. 
Support all crimes by full indulgence given, 
Ufurp the power and wield the fword of Heaveii, 89 

But lo, where future years their fcenes unroll, 
The rijQng arts infpire the vrat'rous fouL 

Behold, 
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Behold, from all the opening ports of Spain, 

New fleets afcending on the weftem main ; 

From Tagus* banks, from Albion's rocky round, 85 

Increaling fquadrons o^cr the billows bound ; 

Thro' Afric's ifles, obferve.the fweeping iaik. 

Full pinions toffing in Arabian gales ; 

Indus and Ganges, deep in canvafs, loft. 

And navies crouding round each orient coaft ; 90 

New nations rife, all climes and oceans brave. 

And {hade with fheets th' immeafurable wave 

See Idfry Ximenes, with folemn gait, 

Move from the cloifter to the walks of ftate,' 

And thro' the wafted realms of fa£tious Spain, 95 

Curb the fierce lords, and fix the royal reign. 

Bdiold, dread Charles th' imperial feat afcends. 

O'er Europe's climes his conquering arm extends ; 

While wealthier fhores, beneath the weftem day. 

Unfold their treafures and enlarge his fway. 100 

See the brave Francis bear his banners rpund. 

To guard the realms and give his rival bound ; 

With equal zeal for boundleCs power contend. 

Of arms the patron, and of arts the friend. • 

And fee proud Wolfcy rife, fecurely great, 105 

Kings at his call, and mitres round him wsut ; 

From 
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From monkifh walls, the hoards of wealth he drawSj 
To aid the tyrant and reftram the laW$^^ 
Wakes Albion's geniils, ablef monardis braved. 
And fliares with tham the empire of tlie waves. iio 

Behold dark Solyman, from eaftern Ikies, 
With his grim hoft magnificently rife, . 
Extend his limits o'er the Midiahd fea, 
And tow'rd Germania drive his conquering way. 
Frown o'er the Chfiftian powers with haughty air, 115 
And teach the nations how to lead tlie war. 
While powerful Leo wakes a nobler ftrife. 
And, generous, calls the finer arts to life ; 
New walls and ftrucStures thfong the Latian (hore, 
The Pencil triumphs and the Mufes foar. 1 ao 

Snatch'd from 'the ground, whdre Gothic rage had trod. 
And monks and prelates held dielr drear abode, 
The Roman ftatues Hfe ; and wake to view 
The feme bold tafte their ancient glory knew. 
. O'er the dark world Etafmus cafts his eye, l^jj 

In fchoolmen's lore fees kings and nations lie. 
With ftrength of judgment and with fancy warm, 
Derides theit follies, and diflblves the charm, 
Draws die deep veil, that bigot zeal has thrown 
O'er pagan books, and fcience long unknown, 130 

' K From 
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From &ith of pageant rites relieves mankind. 

And feats bold virtue in the confcious mind. 

Bat ftill the daring tafk, to brave alone 

The rifmg vengeance of the papal throne, 

Reftrains his toil : he gives the conteft o'er, i^^ 

And leaves his hardier fons to meet the threatening power. 

See Luther rife in yon majeftic frame, 
Fair light of heav'n, and child of deathlefs fame , 
Born, like thyfelf, thro' toils and griefe to wind. 
From flavery's chains to free the captive mind, 140 

Brave adverfe realms, controul the papal fway. 
And bring benighted nations into day. 

And mark what crowds, his fame around him brings, 
Schools, fynods, prelates, potentates, and kings,. 
All gaining knowledge from his boundlcfs ftore, 14 J 

And join'd to fhield him from the rage of power ? 
' Firft of his friends, fee * Frederic's princely form 
Ward from the fage divine the gathering ftorm ; 
In learned Wittemburgh fecure his feat. 
Where arts and virtues find a blefl. retreat. i^t 

* Frederic of Saxony, furnamed the ivi/e^ was the firft fo- 
vereign prince who favoured the doctrines of Luther. He 
became at once his pupil and his patron, defended him from the 
perfecutions of the pope, and gave him an eftablifhment in the 
uiiiverfity of Wittemburgh. 

There 
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There moves Melanchthon, mild as morning light, 

And rage and ftrife are foftenM in his fight ; 

In terms fo gentle flows his tuneful tongue, 

Ev'n cloifter'd bigots join the liftening throng; 

By foes and infidels he lives approvM, 155 

By monarchs courted, * and by Heav'n belovM. 

With ftern deport, o'er all the circling band, 

See Ofiander lift his waving hand ; 

On others' faults he cafts a haughty fi^own, 

Nor their's will pardon, nor perceive his own; 160 

A heart fincere his open looks unfold, 

In virtue faithfiil, and in adlion bold. 

And lo, where Europe's utmoft limits bend, 
From this mild fource what various lights afcend ! 

* Francis I, out of refpe£t to the great learning and modera* 
tion of Melanchthon, and difrcgarding the pretended danger of 
difcuffing the dogmas of the church, invited him to come to. 
France and eftablifh himfelf at Paris ; but the intrigues of the 
cardinal of Tournon prevented the king's intention From taking 
effea. 

If every leader of religious fe6ts had poflefled the amiable 
qualities of Melanchthon, and every monarch who wifhed to 
oppofe the introdu6tion of new opinions had partook of the 
Vifdom of Francis, the blood of many hundreds of millions of 
the human fpecies, which has flowed at the Ihrine of fanaticifm, 
would have been {pared. This circumftancc alone would have 
made of human fociety by this time a ftate totally different from 
what it is at prefent ; and its influence on the progrefs of im- 
provement in national happinefs would l^ave been beyond our 
calculation, 

K Z See 
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See haughty Henry, from the papal tia 165- 

His realms difincmber, and the power defy ; 
While Albion's fons difdain a foreign throne^ 
And bravely bound th' opprefllon of his own. 

There ftarts fierce Loyola, an unknown name. 
By paths unfeen to reach the goal of feme ; 170 . 

Thro' courts and camps, by fecret fkrll, to wiildj 
To mine whole ftatcs and over-reach mankind. 
Train'd to his lore, a bold and artful race> 
Range thro' the world, and every feft embrace. 
All creeds, and powers, and policies explore, I'J^^ 

Their feats of fcience raife on every fliore, 
Till a wide empire gains a wond'rous birth. 
Built in all emjjires o'er the peopled earth. 
Led by thy followers to the weftern day, 
O'er native tribes they form a fov'reign fway, iS^ 

Where Paraguay's mild realms their wealth increafe, 
And happy millions learn the arts of peace. 

Thus all the race of men, beneath thy view. 
Improve their ftate and nobler toils purfue ; 
Unwonted deeds, in rival greatnefs, fhine, iS^ 

Call'd into life, and firft infpir'd by thine. 
So, while imperial Homer tunes the lyre, 
The living lays unnumber'd lards infpire, 

Froni 
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From realm to realm the kindling fpitit flies, 

Sounds thro* the earth and echoes to the fkies. 190 

Now move, in rapid liafte, the years of time, 
"When, borne afar from Europe's cultured dime, 
Thy fav'rlte fons fhall reach the weftern ftrand. 
Where a new empire waits their forming hand. 
To fpeed their Courfe, the fons of bigot rage, 195 

In perfecution whelm th' enquiring age ; 
Millions of martyr'd heroes mount the pyre. 
And blind devotion lights the facred fire. 
Led by the dark Inquifitors of Spain, 
See defolation mark her dreary reign \ 200 

See Jews and Moors, that crowd the fatal ftrand, 
Roll in the flames, or flee the hated land ! 
See, arm'd with power, the fame tribunal rife, 
Where haplefs Belgia's fruitful circuit lies ; 
What wreaths of fmoke roll heavy round the fliore ! 205 
What fhrines and altars flow with Chrlftian gore f 
Where the? flames open, lo ! their arms, in vain. 
Reach out for help, diftorted with the pain ! 
Till, folded in the fires, they dlfappear. 
And not a found invades the ftartled ear. 210 

Sec Philip, thronM in infoknce and pride, 
Enjoy their- wailings,^imd their pan^ deride ;; 
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While, fcattering death round Albion's crimfon ifles, 
O'er the fame fcenes his cruel confort fmiles. 
Amid ^he ftrife, a like deftrudlion reigns. 
With wider fweep, o'er Gallia's fatal plains ; 
There feftious nobles pour the flaughtering tide, 
Grim death unites whom facred creeds divide ; 
Each dreadful viflor bids the flames arife. 
And waft a thoufand murders to the fkies. 

Now ceafe the faftions, with the Valois line, 
And the great Bourbon's liberal virtues fhine; 
Queird by his voice, the furious fe6ts accord, 
And diftant empires tremble at his fword, 
Britannia fmiling views, with glad furprife, 
A rival reign, in bleft Eliza, rife ; 
While Belgiia's hofls to independence foar. 
And curb the vengeance of th' Iberian power. 

Now from all realms, where fhaded plains extend, 
See the bent forefts to the (hores dcfcend. 
From Albion's ftrand, behold the navies heave, 
Stretch in a line, and thunder o'er the wave ; 
There toils brave Howard, mafter of the main, 
And moves in triumph o'er the force of Spain, 

The Seraph fpoke j when fair beneath their eye, 
A new form'd fcjuadron rofe alogg the iky i 



H 
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High on the talleffe deck majeftic fhone 
Great Raleigh, pointing toward the weftern fun ; 
His eye, bent forward, ardent and fublime, 
Seem'd piercing nature and evolving time ; 240 

Befide him flood a globe, whofe figures trac'd 
A future empire in each wilder'^ wafte ; 
All former works of men behind him fhone, 
Grav'd by his hand in ever-during flone ; 
On his mild hrovf a various crown difplays 245 

The hero's laurel and the fcholar's bays ; 
His graceful limbs in fteely mail were drefl. 
The bright flar burning on his manly brcaft ; 
His fword high-beaming, like a waving fpire, 
Illum'd the fhrouds and flafh*d the folar fire ; 250 

The fmiling crew rofc refolute and brave, 
And the glad fails hung bounding o*er the wave. 
Far on the main they held their rapid flighty 
And weftern coafts falute their longing fight ; 
Glad Chefapeak unfolds a paffage wide, 255 

And leads their flreamers up the frefh'ning tide ; 
Where a mild region and delightful foil. 
And groves and flreams, allure the fteps of toil. 
Here, lodg'd in peace, they tread the welcome land, 
An inftant harveft waves beneath their hand, 260 

K 4 Spontaneous 
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Spontaneous fruits their eafy cares beguile, 
And op'ning fields in living culture fmile. 

With joy Colombus viewed ; when thus his voice : 
Ye beauteous fliores and generous hofts, rejoice ! 
Here ftretch the water'd plains and midland tide, 265 

And nature blooms in all her virgip pride ; 
And now the years advance, fo long foretold, 
When the deep wilds their promis'd change behold, 
Be thou, my Seer, the people's guardian friend, 
Proteft their virtues, and their lives defend; 270 

May wealth and wifdom, with their arts, unfold. 
Yet fave, oh, fave them from the thirft of gold ! 
May the poor natives, rqund the guardlefs climes. 
Ne'er feel their rage, nor groan beneath their crimes ; 
But learn the various bleffings, that extend, 27^ 

Where civil rights and focial virtues blend. 
In thefc brave leaders find a welcome guide, 
And rear their fanes and empires by their fide. 
Smile, happy region, fmile ; the ftar of morn 
Illumes thy heav'ns, and bid? thy day be born ; ji8o 

Thy op'ning fc>refts fhow the work begun, 
Thy plains, unfhaded, drink a purer fun ; 
Unwonted navies on thy cunents glide, 
And neyr-found treafure? roll on every tide i 

YieW 
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Yield now thy bounties, load the diftant main, 285 

Gitre birth to nations, and begin thy reign. 

The Hero fpoke ; when thus the Power rejoin'd, 

Approv'd his joy, and feafted ftill his mind : — 

To thy warm wifh, beneath thefc opening fkies, 

The pride of earth-born empires foon fliall rife. ' 290 

My powerful arm, to which the taflc was given. 

On this fair globe to work the will of Heaven, 

To rear the mountain, fpread the fubjeft plain. 

Lead the long flream, and roll the billowy main. 

In every clime prepar'd the feats of flate, J! 95 

Defign'd their limits and prefcrib'd their date. 

To meet thefe tides, I ftretch'd the level flranJ, 

Heav'd the green banks, and taught the groves to ftand, 

Strow'd the wild fruitage, gave the beafls their place, 

And forni'd the region for thy kindred race. 300 

At nature's birth when firft the watery round, 

And folid lands their blending borders found ; 

Back to thofe diftant hills, whofe vapour fhrouds, 

A rock-rais'd world in Alleganian clouds, 

Th' Atlantic wave its coral kingdoms fpread, 3P5 

And fcaly nations here their gambols led. 

By flow degrees, thro' following years of time, 

I bar'd thefe realms * and rais'd the fedgy clime ; 

* Among the various mutations, which appear to have takei^ 
place in differebt parts of the eaith, the formation of the coafi 
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As, front retiring feas, the rifmg fand 

StcJe into light, and gently drew to land. 310 

Adfoy'd by the winds, that fweep the flaming zone. 
The waves roll weftward with the conftant fun, 
Meet the finn Ifthmus, fcoop that gulphy bed, 
Whe el tow 'rd the north, and here their currents fpread. 
Thof e ravjig'd banks, that move beneath their force, 315 
Borne oa the tide and loft along the courfe, 
Have forn I'd this beauteous ftiore, by Heav*rt defign^d 
The; hapf >ieft empire that awaits mankind. 

Think not the lufi: of gold fhall here annoy, 
Enflave *the nations, and the race deftroy. 320 

No ufekjfs mine thefe northern hills enclofe. 
No ruby ripens, and no diamond glows ; 

of Nort'h- America by the gulph-ftream, is one of the moft r«- 
markable. The rifing oF fand-banks, which are perpetually 
increaEng along the fhores of Virginia and the Carolinas — the 
layers of fea-fhells and pieces of wood, which are found at the 
depth, of forty or fifty feet below the furface, at the diftance of 
a hundred miles from the fea, in the middle and fouthern 
States — ^the level and uniform appearance of the country, from 
Nev-Jeifey to Eaft-Florida— and the vaft cavity which appears 
to have been fcooped out of the earth, to f9rm the gulph of 
Mexico, are circumflances which eftablifh the above as an un- 
doubted fa£b. It is evident, that, not only the ifland of IJjfew- 
foundland, Cape-Cod, &c. but the greater part of the fettled 
country, from the river Delaware to Cape St. Auguftine, is an 
accretion of earth, worn off from the Ifthmus of Darieu, and 
brought hither by that ftrong current of water which follows the 
trade winds; and, which, meeting the obftru6tion of the 
ifthmus, takes a northern direction, and fwee^s the coaft as 
Ikr as the river St. Laurence. 

But 
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But richer ftores, and rocks of ufeful mould, 

Repay, in wealth, the penury of gold. 

Freedom's unconquer'd fons, with healthy toil, 325 

Shall lop the grove, and warm the farrow'd foil^ 

From iron ridges break the rugged ore, 

And plant with men the man-enobling fhore ; 

While fails, and towers, and temples round them heaVe, 

Shine o'er the realms, and ihade the diflant wave. 330 

Nor think the native tribes, thefe wilds that trace, 

A foe ihall find in this exalted .race ; 

In fouls like theirs, no mean ungenerous aim 

Can fliade their glories with the deeds of fhame ; 

Nor low deceit, weak mortals to enfnare, 335 

Nor bigot zeal to urge the barb'rous war. 

From eaftern tyrants driv'n, and nobly brave, 

To build new dates, or feek a diftant grave, 

The generous hoft with proffer'd leagues of peace. 

Approach thefe climes, and hail the favage race ; 340 

!Pay thejuft purchafe for th'uncultur'd fliore, 

PifFufe their arts, and fliare the firiendly power ; 

While the dark tribes in focial aid combine, 

Exchange their treafures and their joys refine* 

O'er Europe's wilds, when firft the nations fprcad, 345 
The pride of conqueft every legion led* 

Each 
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Each powerful chief, by fervile crowds ador'd, 

O'er coiiquer'd realms afTum'd the name of lord. 

Built the proud caftle, rang'd the favage wood^ 

Kr'd his grim hoft to frequent fields of blood, 350 

With new-made honours lur'd his fubje<S bands. 

Price of their lives, and purchafe of their lands ; 

For names and titles hade the world refigh 

Their faith, their fireedom, and their rights divine. 

Xhus haughty baronies their terrors fpread, , 355 

And flavery follow'd where the flandard led j^ 
Till, little tyrants by the great o'erthrown^ 
Contending nobles give the regal crown ; 
-Wealth, wifdom, virtue, every claim of man. 
Unguarded fall to form the finiflx'd plan j 369 

Ambitious cares, that nature 'never gave. 
Warm the ftarv'd peafant, fire the fceptred Have j 
Thro' all degrees, in gradual pomp, afcend. 
Honour, the name, and Tyranny, the end. 

But nobler honours here the breaft inflame j ^ ^5 
Sublimer views, and deeds of happier fame ; 
A new creation waits the weftern fhore, * 

And reafon triumphs o'er the pride of power* 
•Thy free-born fons, with genius unconfin'd. 
Nor floth can poifon, qcr a tyrant bind > 570 

With 
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'Vyith felf-wrought Fame and WottH internal bleft, 

No venal ftar fhall brighten on their breaft ; 

No king-orcated nanie or courtly art 

Damp the bold thought, or fway the changing heart. 

Above all fraud, beyond all titles great, 375 

Heav'fi in their foul, and fceptres at their feet, 

Like fires of unborn realms , they move fublime, 

Look empires thro', and pierce the veil of time, 

Hold o'er the World, that men may choofe from far 

The palm of peace, ot fcourge of barb'rous v^rar ; 380 

Till arts and laws in one great fyftem bind. 

By leagues of peace, the labours of mankind. 

But flow. proceeds the plan. Long toils remain, 
Ere thy bleft children can begin their reign* 
That daring leader, whofe exalted foul 385 

Per^es all fcenes that future years unroll, 
Muft yeild the palm ; and at a courtier's ftiriae^ 
His fame, his freedom, and his life refign. 
That feeble ttain, the lonely wilds who tread, 
Their fire, their genius, in their Raleigh dead, 390 

Shall pine and perifli in the frowning gloom, 
Or mount the wave and feek their ancient home. 
Succeeding hofts in vain the talk purfue. 
The dangers tempt, and all the ftrife rene\r ; 

While 
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While kings and courtiers ftill negledl the plan, 39^ 

The flaves of ea(e and enemies of man. 
At laft brave Delaware his hardy hoft 

Leads in full triumph to the well-known coaft, 

Aid^ with a liberal hand the patriot caufe, 
"Begins the culture, and defigns their laws ; 400 

Till o'er Virginia's plains they fix their fway. 
And fpread their hamlets tow'rd the fetting day. 

While impious Laud, on England's wafted fliore, 
Renews the flames that Mary rear'd before, 
Unnumber'd fe6h his fullen fury fly, 405 

To feek new feats beneatli another fky ; 
Where faith and freedom fpread th'alluring charm. 
And tods and dangers every bofom warm. 
Amid th'unconquer'd, venerable train, 
Whom tyrants prefs and feas oppofe in vain, 410 

See virtuous Baltimore afcend the wave, 
See heav'n-taught Penn its unknown terrors brave, 
Sweeds, Belgians, Gauls, their various flags difplay, 
Full pinions crowding on the watery way ; 
All from their diflp'rent fliores, their fails unfurl'd, 415 
Point their glad ftreamers to the weftem world 
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Deep o'er the concave heavy wreaths are roll'd, 

And midland towns and diftant groves infold. 

Thro' the dark curls of fmoke the winged fires 

Climb in tall pyramids above the fpires ; 380 

Cinders, high-failing, kindle heav'n around, 

And falling ftrudlures (hake the fmouldering ground. 

Now, where the fheeted flames tlhro' Charleftown roar. 
And lafliing waves hifs round the burning fhore, 
Thro' the^feep folding fires, dread Bunker's height 385 
Thunders o'a: all and Ihows a field of fight. 
Like fhad'wy phantoms in an evening grove. 
To the dark ftrife the clofmg fquadrons move ; 
They join, they break, they thicken thro' the air, 
And blazing batteries bufft along the war; 390 

Now, wrapp'd in reddening fmoke, now dim in fight, 
They fweep the hill or wing the downward flight ; 
Here, wheel'd and wedg'd, Britannia's veterans turn. 
And the long lightnings fi-om their mufquets burn; 
There fcattering ftrivc the thin colonial train, 395 

And broken fquadrons ft'dl the field maintain ; 
Britons in frefh battalions rife the height, 
And, with increafing vollies, give the fight. 
Till, fmear'd with clouds of duft, and bath'd in gore, 
As growing foes their rais'd artillery pour, 400 

M Columbia's 
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Columbia's hoft moves o'er the field afar, 
• And faves, by flow retreat, the fad remains of war. 
There ftrides bold Putnam, and from all the plains 
Calls the tir'd troops, the tardy rear fuflains. 
And, mid the whizzing deaths that fill the air, 405 

Waves b^ck his fword and dares the foil' wing war. 

Thro' falling fires, Columbus fees remain 
Half of each hoft in heaps promifcups flain ; 
Wh'de dying crowds the lingering life-blood pour. 
And flippery fteeps are trod with prints of gore. 410 

There, glorious Warren I thy cold earth was feen, 
There fpring thy laurels in imimortal green ; 
Deareft of chiefs, that ever prefs'd the plain, 
In freedom's caufe, with early honours, flain. 
Still dear in death, as when, in fight you mov'd, 415 

By hofts applauded, and by Heav'n approv'd; 
The faithful Mufe fliall tell the world thy fame. 
And unborn realms refound th' immortal name. 

Now, from all plains, as fmoky wreaths decay. 
The free-born myriads ftarted into day ; 420 

Tall, thro' the lefTening fhadows, half conceal'd, 
Tliey throng and gather in a central field ; 
There, ftretch'd immenfe, their unform'd fquadrons fland. 
Eye the ftrong foe, and eager ftrife dcmaad. 

In 
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In front great Waftington exalted flione, 425 

His eye direfted tow'rd the half-feen fun ; 
As thro' the mift-the burfting fplcndors glow. 
And light the paffage to the diftant foe. 
His waving fteel returns the Uving day, 
Clears the broad plains, and marks the warrior's way ; 430 
The forming columns range in order bright, 
And move impatient for the promised fight. 

When great Columbus faw the chief arife, 
And his bold blazer caft lightning on the flcies, 
He trac'd the fotm that met his view before, 435 

On. drear Ohio's defolated ftiore. 
Matur'd with years, wldi nbbler glory warm. 
Fate in his eye, and vengeance on his arm, 
The great Obferver here with joy beheld 
The hero moving in a:. broader field.. .. . 440 

There rofe bra^e Greene, in all the ftr'ength of arms, 

Unmov'd and brightening as the danger warms ; 

In counfel great, in every fcience jflkill'd, 

Pride of th^ camp and terror of the field. 

With eager look, confpicuous o'er the crowd, 44^ 

The daring pprt of great Montgomery ftrode ; 

. '1 ■ . • ■■■ ' 

Bar'd tj;iie bright blade, with hpnour's call elate, 

Claimed the firft |icU, and haften'd to hk fete. 
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Calm Lincoln next, with isnafFe6led mien, 

In dangers daring, adlive and ferene, 45^ 

Carelefs of pomp, with fteady greatnefs flione, 

Sparing of others' blood and liberal of his own. 

Heath, for th' impending ftrife, his falchion draws ; 

And fearlefs Woofter aids the facred caufe. 

Mercer advanc'd, an early fate to prove, 455 

And Wayne and Mifflin fwift to combat move. 

There flood ftern Putnam, feam'd with many a fear, 

The veteran honours of an earlier war; 

Undaunted Stirling, dreadful to liis foes. 

And Gates and Sullivan to vengeance rofe ; 460 

While brave M'Dougall, fteady and fedate, 

Stretch'd the nerv'd arm to ope the fcene of fate. 

Howe mov'd with rapture to the loils of feme, 

Laurens adom'd a father's honour'd name ; 

Parfons and Smallwood lead their daring bands, 465 

St. Clair alert in front of thoufandfe flands. 

There gallant Knox his moving engines brings. 

Mounted and grav'd, * the laft refort of kings ; 



* Ultima ratio regum ; a device of Louis XIV, engraved on 
his ordnance. The fame device has fince been adopted by 
other nations. Many pieces of foreign cannon, ufed in America 
in the courfe of former wars, had been left in the tountry at the 
conclufion of the laft peace. Thefc compofed the American 

artillery 
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The long black rows in dreadful order wait, 

Their grim jaws gaping, foon to utter fete ; 476 

When, at his word, the red-wing*d clouds fliall rife, 

And the deep thunders rock the fhores and fkies. 

Beneath a waving fword, in blooming prime, 

Fayette moves graceful, ardent and fublime ; 

la foreign guife, ih freedom's noble caufe, 475 

His untry'd blade the youthful hero draws ; 

On the great chief his eyes in tranfport roll, 

And fame and Wafhington infpire his foul. 

Steuben advanc'd, in veteran armour drefl, 

Tor Pruffian lore diftihguifh'd o'er the reft ; 4S0 

From rank to rank, in eager hafte, he flew, 

And marfhall'd hofts in dread arrangement drew. 

Wadfworth, to aid their generous ardour, ftood, 

The friend, the patron of the brave and good. 

While other chiefs and heirs of deathlefs fame 485 

Rife into fight, and equal honours claim j 

But who can tell the dew-drops of the morn ? 

Or count the rays that in the diamond burn ? 

Now, the broad field as untry'd warriors fhade, 
The fun'^ glad beam their fhining ranks difplay'd ; 490 

artillery ^t the commencement of the war of Independence; 
which accounts for the circumllance of this device being found 
on the cannon of a republican army. 

M 3 The 
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The glorious Leader wav'd his glittering fteel, 

Bade the long train in circling order wheel ; 

And, while the banner'd hoft around him prefs'd, 

With patriot ardour thus the ranks addrefs'd : — 

Ye generous bands, behold the tafk to fave, , 495 

Or yield whole nations to an inftant grave. 

See headlong myriads crowding to your fhore, 

Hear, from all ports, their boaftcd thunders roar ; 

From Charleftown-heights their bloody ftandards play, 

O'er far Champlain they lead, their northen way, 500 

Virginian banks behold their ftreamers glide, 

And hoftile navies load each fouthern tide. 

Beneath their fteps your towns in afhes lie. 

Your inland empires feaft their greedy eye ; 

Soon fliall your fields to lordly parks be turn'd, 505 

Your children butcher'd, and your villas burn'd ; 

While following millions, thro' the reign of time, 

Who claim their binh in this indulgent clime, 

Bend the weak knee, to fervile toils confign'd, 

And fioth and flavery overwhelm mankind, ^10 

Rife then to war, to noble vengeance rife. 

Ere the grey fire, the helplefs infant dies ; 

Look tliro' the world where endlefs years defcend. 

What realms, what ages on your arms depend ! 

Reverfe 
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Reverfe the fate, avenge th' infulted fey ; 515 

Move to the ftrife — we conquer or we die. 

So fpoke the chief; and with his guiding hand 
Points the quick toil to each furrounding band. 
At once the different lines are wheel'd ifar, 
In different realms, to meet the gatliering war. 520 

With his young hofl Montgomery iffues forth, 
And lights his paffage thro' the dufky north ; 
O'er ftreams and lakes his conqu'ring banners play, 
Navies and forts, furrend'ring, mark his way ; 
Thro' dcfert wilds, o'er rocks and fens, they go, 525 

And hills before them lofe their crags in fnow ; 
Unbounded toils they brave ; when rife in fight . 
Quebec's dread walls, and Wolfe's {\^\\ cheerlefs helglit ; 
With fkillful glance he eyes the turrets round, 
Briflled with pikes, with dark artillery crown'd, 530 

Refolves with naked fleel to fcale the towers, 
And fnatcha realm from Britain's hoflile powers. 

Now drear December's boreal Walls arife, 
A roaring hail-florm fwept the fhuddering fkies, 
Night with condenfmg horrors fhrouded all, 535 

And trembling watch-lights glimmer'd from the wall. 
He points th' afTault, and thro' the howling air. 
O'er rocky ramparts leads the dreadful war, 

M 4 _, Swift 
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Swift rHe the rapid hoft ; the walls are red ^ 

With fkfliing flames ; down roU the heaps of dead. 54a 

Till back recoiling from the ranks of flain. 

They leave their leader with a feeble train. 

Begirt with foes within the founding wall, 

While round his arm fucceffive Britons fall ; - 

But fhort the ftrife ; new fquadrons gather'd round, 545 

And brave Montgomery preft the gory ground. 

Another Wolfe Columbus here beheld. 

In youthfrd charms, a foul undaunted yield ; 

While loft, o'erpower'd, his hardy hoft remains, 

Stretched by his fide, or led in captive chains. 55a 

And now the Angel turned the Hero's eye. 
To other realms, where odier ^bndards fly ; 
Where Waihington amid furrounding foes, \ 
Still greater rifes as the danger grows ; 
And wearied ranks, o'er welt'ring warriors flain, 555 

Attend his courfe thro' many a crimfon'd plain. 
From Hudfon's banks to Trenton's dreary ftrand. 
He guards in firm retreat his feeble band ; 
While countlefs foes with Britifli Howe advance. 
Bend o'er his rear, and point the lifted lance ; 560 

O'er Del' ware's frozen wave, with fcanty force, 
He lifts the fword, and points the backward courfe. 

Wings 



. BOOK THE FIFTH. 185 

Wings the dire vengeance on the fhouting train, 

And leads whole fquadrons in the captive chain ; 

Where vaunting foes to half their numbers yield, 565 

Tread back the flight, or prefs the fatal field. 

'Twas there in furious ftrife, brave Mercer ftrode. 

And feal'd the vidt'ry with his ftreaming blood. 

Where the broad Laurence mingles with the main, 
Rofe into fight a wide extended train : 57b 

From fliore to fhore, along th' unfolding fkies. 
Beneath full fails, imbanded nations rife ; 
Britain and Brunfwick here their flags unfold ; 
Here Heffia's hordes, for toils of flaughter fold, 
Hibernian hofts and Hanoverian flaves, 575 

Move o'er the decks and fhade the confcious waves. 
Tall, on the boldeft bark, fuperior flione, 
A warrior, enfign'd with a various crown ; 
Myrtles and laurels equal honours join'd. 
Which arms had purchas'd and the Mufes twin'd ; ^80 
His fword wav'd forward, and his ardent eye 
Seem'd fliaring empires in the foutherh fl5.y. 
Befide him rofe a herald, to proclaim 
His various honours, titles, feats, and fame ; 
Who rais'd an op'ning fcroll, where proudly flione 585 
Burgoyne and vengeance from the Britijh throne. 

Champlain 
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JL HUS vicw'd the Sage; when, lo, in eaftern fkies. 
From glooms unfolding Gallia's coafts arife. 
Bright o'er the fcenes of ftate a golden throne, 
Inftarr'd with gems and hung with purple, fhone ; 
Young Bourboii there in fovereign fplendor fate, 5 

And fleets and moviilg armies round him wait. 
For nowvthe conteft, with increas'd alarms, 
Fdl'd every clime, and rousM the world to arms ; 
While Heav'n's high will, that light from darknefs brings, 
And good to nations from the fcourgc of kings, 16 

In this dread hour bade all the plan unfold, 
And the new world illuminate the old. ' 

i 

Thro' Europe's realms unnumber'd fages trace 
Th' expanding dawn that waits the reas'ning race 5 
O'er weftern climes they turn their ardent eyes, 15 

Thro' glorious toils where ftruggling natbns rife ; 

Whejc 
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Where each firm deed, each new illuftrious name 

Calk into light a field of nobler fame. 

They mark beyond, thro' wilder'd walks of day, 

Where abfent funs their unknown beams difplay, 20 

What fires of unborn nations claim their birth, 

And alk their empires in that wafl:e of earth. 

While o'er the eaftern world, with painfiil eye, 

In flavery funk they fee the kingdoms lie. 

Whole realms exhaufted to enrich a throne, 25 

Their fiiiits untafted, and their rights unknown ; 

Thro' tears of grief that fpeak the melting mind. 

They hail the era that relieves mankind. 

Of thefe the firft, the Gallic fages ftand. 
And urge their king to lift an aiding hand. 30 

The generous caufc their glowing breafts inlpir'd, 
Columbians wrongs their indignation fir'd ; 
To ihare her glorious toils their counfel mov'd, 
In juftice founded and by faith approv'd. 
Surrounding heroes wait the monarch's word, 35 

In foreign fields to draw the glittering fword, 
Prepar'd with joy to join thofe infant powers, 
Who build new empires on the weftern ftiores. 

By honefl: guile the royal ear they bend. 
And lure him on, fair freedom to defend ^ 40 

That 
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That, once rccognisM, once eftablifhM there, 
The world might learn the proffer'd boon to ihare^ 
While artful arguments the plan difguife, 
Garb'd in the glofs that fuits a monarch's eyes. 

By arms to humble Britain^s haughty power, 45 

From her to fever that extended fliore, 
Contents his utmoft wifli. For this he lend$ 
His powerful aid, and calls th* opprels'd his friends. 
The league proposM, he lifts his arm to fave. 
And fpeaks the borrowM language of the brave : 50 

Ye fbtes of France, and ye of rlfmg name. 
Who work thofe diflant miracles of feme, 
Hear and attend ; let heav'n the witnefs bear. 
We draw the fword, we aid the righteous war. 
Let leagues eternal bind each friendly land, 5^ 

Qv'n by our voice^ and *ftablifli*d by our hand ; 
Let yon extenfive empire fix her fway. 
And fprcad her blcifings with the bounds of day. 
Yet know, ye nations, hear, ye Powers above, 
Our purposM aid no views of eonqueft move ; 60 

In that vafl world revives no ancient claim 
Of regions peopled by the Gallic name ; 
Our envied bounds, already flretchM afer, 
Nor alk the fword, nor fear the rage of war ; 

N But 
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Where each firm deed, each new illuftrious name 

Calk into light a field of nobler fame. 

They mark beyond, thro' wilder'd walks of day, 

Where abfent funs their unknown beams difplay, 20 

What fires of unborn nations claim their birth, 

And alk their empires in that wafte of earth. 

While o'er the eafl:ern world, with painfiil eye, 

In flavery funk they fee the kingdoms lie. 

Whole realms exhaufted to enrich a throne, 25 

Their fiiiits untafted, and their rights unknown ; 

Thro' tears of grief that (peak the melting mind. 

They hail the era that relieves mankind. 

Of thefe the firft, the Gallic fages ftand. 
And urge their king to lift an aiding hand. 30 

The generous caufc their glowing breafts infpir'd, 
Columbians wrongs their indignation fir'd ; 
To ihare her glorious toils their counfel mov'd, 
In juftice founded and by faith approv'd. 
Surrounding heroes wait the monarch's word, 35 

In foreign fields to draw the glittering fword, 
Prepar'd with joy to join thofe infant powers, 
Who build new empires on the weftern ftiores. 

By honefl: guile the royal ear they bend. 
And lure him on, fair freedom to defend ^ 40 

That 
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That, once rccognisM, once eftablifliM there, 
The world might learn the proffer'd boon to iharie^ 
While artful arguments the plan difguife, 
Garb'd in the glofs that fuits a monarch's eyes. 

By arms to hiimble Britain's haughty power, 45 

From her to fever that extended fliore, 
Contents his utmoft wifli. For this he lend$ 
His powerful aid, and calls th* opprefs'd his friends. 
The league proposM, he lifts his arm to fave, 
And fpeaks the borrowM language of the brave : 50 

Ye fbtes of France, and ye of rlfmg name. 
Who work thofe diflant miracles of &me, 
Hear and attend ; let heav'n the witnefs bear. 
We draw the fword, we aid the righteous War. 
Let leagues eternal bind each friendly land, 55 

Giv'n by our voice^ and *ftablifli*d by our hand ; 
Let yon extenfive empire fix her fway, 
And fpread her bleffings with the bounds of day. 
Yet know, ye nations, hear, ye Powers above, 
Our purposM aid no views of conquefl move ; 60 

In that vaft world revives no ancient claim 
Of regions peopled by the Gallic name ; 
Our envied bounds, ahrcady ftretchM afef, 
Nor alk the fword, nor fear the rage of war ; 

N But 
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But virtue, ftruggling with the vengeful Power, 65 

That ftains yon fields and defoiates that {hore« : 

With nature's foes bids former compaft ceafe ; . 

We war reludbnt, and our wifh is peace ; 

To fufiering nations be th;^ fuccour given, . . 

The caufe of nations is the caufe of Heaven. „ . , 7<5r 

He fpoke ; his moving armies fhade th^ plaiA^ 
His fleets rode boundipg on the weftem mains > . «;^ ; 
O'er lands and feas the loud applaufes rung, . ,, , { :, • 
And warxni union dwelt on every tongue. , . ., ; -. 

The other Bourbon caught the fplendid ftrain^.^ /7S 
And rous'd in hafte the naval force of Spain. .« ... \:; 
Swift o'er the tide, where Gallic flags advam;^^ - ., r 

He bids his own in wonted un\on dance ; 
And while dread Elliott (hakes, the Midland wave, 
They fl:rive in vain the CsJpian rock to brave. . . 80 

The Belgian powers with cjquj^l ijpeed prepare 
Thro' weftern ifles to meet the watery war ; . 
Where ftill proud Albion fweeps the ihuddering m^n, 
And foils the force of Holland, France and Spain. 

Where Indian borders fkirt the orient fluesj 85 

To furious flrife unwonted myriads rife ; . 
Great Hyder there, unconquerably bold. 
Bids vengeance mov« and freedom's flag unfold. 

Fires 



BOOK THE SIXTH. 195 

Fires the wide realms t'affert their ancient fway, 

And fcourge fierce Britons from their lawiefe prey. 90 

Now Europe's northern powers, their counfcls blffid, 
The laws of trade to foften and extend ; 
An arm'd Neutrality the way prepares, 
To check the horrors of all future wars ; 
Till by degrees the wafting fword fhall ceafe, 9^ 

And commerce lead to univerfal peace. 

Thus all the ancient world with ardent eyes 
Enjoy the lights that gild th' Atlantic fkies, 
Wake to new life, affume a borrow'd flame. 
Enlarge the luftre and partake the fame. 100 

§0 mounts of ice, that polar heav'ns invade, ^ 
Unheeded ftand beneath the night's long fliade, 
Yet when the morning lights their glaring throne, 
Give back the day, and imitate the fun. 

But ftill Columbus, o'er the \#8ftern fhore, 105 

Sees Albion's fleets her new battalions pour ; 
The realms unconquer'd ftill their terrors wield, 
And ftairt with mingled gore th' embattled field. 
O'er Schuylkill's wave to various fight they move. 
And adverfe nations equal flaughter prove ; no 

Till, where dread Monmouth lifts a frowning height, 
Parading armies caft » glaring light. 

N 4 There 
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There ftrode the Britifli Clinton o'er the field, 

And marfliaU'd hofts for ready combat held. . 

As the dim fun, beneath the fkirts of even, 115 

Grimfons the clouds that fail' the weftern heaven ; 

So, in red wavy rows, where fpread the train 

Of men and ftandards, fhone the fateful plam. 

But now dread Wafliington arofe in fight, 
And the long ranks roll forward to the fight ; 120 

He points the charge, the mounted thunders roar. 
And plough the plain, and rock the diftant fhore. 
Above the folds of fmoke, that veil'd the war, 
His guiding fword illum'd the fields of air ; 
The vol^ flames, that burft along the plain, 125 

Break the deep clouds, and (how the piles of flain ; 
Till flight begins ; the fiiioke is roU'd away. 
And the red ftandards open into day. 
Britons and Germans hufty from the field. 
Now wrapp'd in duft, and now to fight revealed ; 130 
Behind, great Wafhington his falchion drives, 
Thins the pale ranks, and copious vengeance gives. 
Hofts captive bow, and move behind his arm. 
And hofts before him wing the driven ftorm ; 
When the glad fliorc falutes their fainting fight, 135 

And thundering navies fcrecn their rapid flight. 

Thro' 
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Thro' plains of death, that gleam with hoftilc fires, 
Brave Lincoln now to fouthern climes retires ; 
Where o'er her ftreams beleagur'd Charlefton rofe. 
The hero moves to meet th' affemblcd foes. 140 

Around the pointed ftrand, on either flood, 
Red ftandards wav'd and floating batteries rode ; 
While, braving death, his fcanty hoft remains. 
And the dread ftrife with various fate fuftains. 

High from the fable decks the burfting fires • 14^ 

Sweep the full fl;rects, and cleave the glittering fpircs. 
The flying flames, that vault the burning air 
Strow their crackt ' fhells and pour th' etherial war ; 
And all the tented plain, where heroes tread. 
Is torn with crags and covered with the dead. 15a 

Each fhower of flames renews the townfmen's woe, 
They wail the ftrife, they dread th' infuriate foe. 
Th' afilidled Fair, while tears bedew their charms. 
Babes at their fide and infants in their arms, 
With piercing fhrieks his guardian hand implore, 155 

To favc them trembling from the vigor's power. 
He fhares their anguifli with a moift'ning eye, 
. And bids the; balls rain thicker thro' the flcy ; 
But vain the ftrife ; while crowding to the fhore, 
The foes in frefh battalions round him pour. 160 

N 3 He 
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He yields at laft the long-contefted prize. 
And freedom's banners quit the fouthern ikies. 

The conqu'ring legions now the champaign tread^ 
And tow'rd the north their fire and flaughter fpread ; 
Thro' towns and realms, where arming peafants fly, 1 65 
The bold Cornwallis bears his ftandard high ; 
O'er many a field difplays his wafting force, 
And thoufands fall, and thoufands aid his courfe ; 
While in his march thro' all the wide domain , 
Colonial daftards join his fplendid train. 17O 

So mountain ftreams o'er climes of melting fnow, 
Spread with increafing waves, and flood the world below. 

The great Columbus , with an anxious figh, , 
Saw Britifh enfigns reaching round the fky^ 
Saw defolation whelm his fav 'rite coaft, 17J 

His children fcatter'd, and their vigour loft, 
De Kalb in furious combat prefs the plain, 
Morgan and Smallwood various fliocks fuftain ; 
When Greene, .in lonely greatnefs, rofe to view, 
A few firm patriots to his ftandard drew; 180 

And, moving ftately to a rifing ground, 
Bade the loud trump to fpeedy vengeance found ; 
Fir'd by the voice, new fquadrons, from afar. 
Crowd to the hero and demand the war. 

Round 
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Round all the fhores and phihs he turri'd his eye, 185 

Saw forts arife, and conquering banners fly : 

The faddening fcene fufpends his ardent foul, 

And fates of empires in his bofoni roll. 

With flender foroi where (Kould he lift the fteel. 

While hofting foes immeafurably wheel? 190 

Or how behold the boundlefs flAughter fpread, 

Himfelf (land idle and his country bleed ? 

A filent moment thus the hero ftood, 
And held his warriors from the field of blood ; 
Then points the Britifh legions where to roll, 195 

Marks out their progrcfs, and defigns the whole. 
He lures their chief, o'er yielding realms to roam, 
To build his greatnefs, and to find his doom ; 
With gain and grandeur feeds his fatelefs flame. 
And leaves the viift'ry to a nobler name ; 200 

Gives to great Wafhington, to meet his way. 
Nor claims the glories of fo bright a day. 

Then to the conquer'd fouth, with gathering force. 
O'er fanguine pkins he fliapes his rapid courfe ; 
Forts fall around him, hofts before him fly, 205 

And captive bands his growing train fupply. 
At length, far fpreading thro' a fetal field, 
Britannia's chiefs their circling armies whecl'^l ; 

N 4 Ncir 
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Near Eutaw's fount, where, long renownM for blood, 

Pillars of ancient fame in triumph ftood, aio 

The ready fquadrons, rang'd in order bright, 

Stand, like a fiery wall, and wait the fhock oCrfight. 

When o*er the ncighb'ring Jiill, brave Greene arofe, 

Ey*d the far plain, and view'd the glittering foes; 

Difpos'd for combat each compa£ied train, 215 

To lead the charge, or the wide wings fufbdn, 

Rous'd all their rage, fuperior force to prove, 

Wav'd the bright blade, and bade the onfet move. 

As hovering clouds, when morning beams arife. 

Hang their red curtains round the eaflern fkies, aaa 

Unfold a fpace to hail the promis'd fun, 

And catch their fplendors from his rifing throne ; 

Thus glow'd th* approaching fronts, whofe fteely glare 

Gknc'd o*er the hideous interval of war. 

Now roll with kindling hafle the rapid lines, 22^ 

From wing to wing the founding battle joins ; 

Batteries and foffes wide, and ranks of fire, 

In mingled fhocks, their thundering blafts expire : 

Beneath the fmoke, when firm advancing bands. 

With piked arms bent forward in their hands, 239 

In dreadful filence tread. As, wrapp'd from fight. 

The nightly ambuih moves to fecret fight ; 

So 



BOOK THE SIXTH. w 

So vxxOi the raging files, and fightlefi clofe» 

In plunging ftrifc, with fierce conflidling foes ; 

They reach, they ftrike, they ftruggle o*er the flain, 235 

Deal doubtful blows, and ftrow with death the plain; 

Ranks crufli on ranks, with equal flaughter gor'd. 

While dripping ftreams, firom every lifted fword. 

Stain the thin, carnag'd hods ; who ftill maintain, 

With mutual fhocks, the vengeance of the plain. 240 

Till, where brave Williams ftrove and Campbell fell. 

Unwonted ftrokes the Britifh force repel: 

The rout b^ins ; the fliatter'd wings, afar. 

Roll back in hafte and fcatter fi:om the war ; 

They drop their arms, they fcour the marfhy field ; 245 

Whole fquadrons fall and feint battalions yield. 

O'er all the great Obferver fix'd his eye, 
Mark'd the whole ftrifc, beheld them fall and fly ; 
He faw where Greene thro' all the combat drove. 
And death and viS'ry with his prefence move ; 250 

Beneath his arm faw Marion pour the ftrife, 
Pickens and Sumner, prodigal of life ; 
He faw young Wafhington, the child of fame, 
Preferve in fight the honours of his name ; 
Brave Lee, in pride of youth and veteran might, 255 

Swept the dread field, and put whole troops xo flight ; 
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While numerous chiefe, that equal trophies raife. 
Wrought, not unfeen, the deeds 6fdeathtefs praife. 

Columbus now his gallant fbns beheld 
In triumph move thro' many a banner'd field ; 26a 

When o'er the main, from Gpallia's friendly fhore. 
To the glad ftrife a hoft of heroes pour. 
On the tall fhaded decks the leaders ftand. 
View leffening waves, and hail the crowded ftrand. 
Brave Rochambeau, in gleamy fteel array'd, 265 

Th'afcending fcenes with eager joy furvey'd ; 
Saw Wafhington, amid his thoufands, flride. 
And long'd to toil and conquer by his fide. 
Two brother chiefs, in rival luftre, rofc, 
Rear'd the long lance, and claim'd the field of foes ; 270 
The bold Viominils, of equal fame. 
And eager both to grace the honour'd name. 
Lauzon, beneath his fail, in armour bright, 
Frown'd o'er the wave, impatient for the fight ; 
A fiery fteed befide the hero fl:ood, 275 

And his broad blade wav'd forward o'er the crowd. 

And now, with eager hafte, they tread the coaft ; 
Thro' grateful regions march their veteran hoft ; 
Join the great Chief, where allied banners lead, 
Demand the fee, and bid the war proceed, 280 ' 

Ag^A 
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Again Columbus caft his gnxious eye. 
Where Britain's ftandard wavM along the Iky ; 
And, grac'd with fpoils of many a field of bloody 
The bold Cornwallis on a bulwark ftood. 
O'er cpnquer'd provinces, and towns in flame, 285 

He mark'd his recent monuments of fame ; * 

High-rais'd in air his hands fecurely hold, 
With confcious pride, a flieet of cyphered gold ; 
There, in delufivc hafte, his (kill had grav'd ^ 

A clime fubdu'd, a flag in triumph wav'd : 290 

A middle realm, by fairer figures known, 
Adorn'd with fruits, lay bounded for his own ; 
Deep thro' the centre fpreads a beauteous bay. 
Full fails afcend and golden rivers ftray ; 
Bright palaces arife, rcliev'd in gold, 29^ 

And gates and ftreets the crofling lines unfold ; 
O'er all the mimic fcene, his fingers trace 
His fiiture feat and glory of his race. 

While thus the Britifh chief his conquefts view'd. 
And gazing thoufands round the ramparts ftood, 300 

Whom future eafe and golden dreams employ, 
The fongs of triumph and the feaft of joy -, 
Sudden great Wafliington arofe in view, 
And union'd flags his ftately fteps purfuc ; 

Great 
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Great Gallia's hoft and young Columbia's pride, 305 

Bend the long march and glitter at his fide. 

Now on the wave the warring fleets advance, 
And rival enfigns o'er their pinions dance ; 
Graves, from the north, dread Albion's flag unfurl'd 
That wav'd defiance to the watery world; 310 

De Grafle, from fouthern ifles, conducts his train. 
And fliades with Gallic flieets the billowy main. 

The fwelling fails, as far as eye can fweep, 
Look thro' the fkies and awe the fhuddering deep. 
As, when the winds of heav'n, from each far pole, 315 
Their adverfe ftorms acrofs the concave roll. 
The fleecy vapours thro' th'expanfion run, 
Veil the blue vault, and tremble o'er the fun ; 
Till the dark folding wings together drive, 
And, ridg'd with fires and rock'd with thunders, flrive; 320 
So, bearing thro' the void, at firft appear 
White clouds of canvafs floating on the air ; 
Then frown th' approaching fronts ; the fails are laid, 
And the black decks extend a dreadful fhade ; 
While rolling flames and tides of fmoke arife, 325 

And thundering cannons rock the feas and fkies. 
Where the long burfting fires the cloud difclofe, 
Hofls heave in fight and blood the decks o'er-flows ; 

vjfclere 



BOOK THE sixTH. 

Here from the ftrife toft navies rife to view, 
Drive back to vengeance, and the toil renew, 
There fliatter'd barks in fquadrons move afar, 
Led thro' the fmoke, and ftruggling from the war ; 
While hulls half feen, beneath a gaping wave. 
And plunging heroes fill the Nvatcry grave. 

Now the dark fmoky volumes roU'd away, 
And a long line afcended into day ; 
Xhe pinions fwell'd, Britannia's flag arofe, 
And flew the vengeance of triumphing foes. 
When up the bay, Virginian lands that laves. 
The Gallic line its conquering ftandard waves : 
Where ftill dread Wafhington dire£b his way, 
And fleets and moving realms his Voice obey ; 
While the brave Briten, mid the gathering hoft. 
Perceives his glories and his empire loft. 

The heav'n-taught Sage in this broad fcene beheld 
Hk fev'rite fons the fetes of nations wieU ; 
There joyous Lincoln fhone in arms again, 
Nelfon and Knox mov'd ardent o'er the plain ; 
Unconquer'd Scammel, mid the clofing ftrife, 
In fight of vidl'ry pour'd his gallant life ; • 
While Gallic thoufands eager toils fuftain, 
And death and danger hearten every train. 
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Where Tarlcton turns with hopes of flight elate, 

Brave Lauzon moves, and drives him back to fate. 

In one dread view two chofen bands advance, 35^ 

Columbia's veterans and the pride of France ; 

Thefe bold Viominil exalts to fame, 

And thofe Fayette's conducing guidance claim. 

They lift the fwordj with rival glory warm. 

O'er piked ramparts pour the flaming ftorm, 366 

The mounted thunders brave, and lead die foe. 

In captive fquadrons, to the plain below. 

O'er all great Wafhington his arm extends, 

Points every movement, every toil defends, 

Bids clofer flrife and bloodier ftrokes proceed, 36^ 

New batteries blaze and heavier fquadrons bleed ; 

Round the pent foe approaching breaftworks rife. 

And fhells like meteors vault the flaming flcies. 

With dire difmay the Britifh chief beheld 

The foe advance, his vetierans quit the field ; 370 

Defpair and flaughter when he turns his eye. 

No hope in combat, and no power to fly ; 

De Grafle vidtorious fhakes the fhuddering tide, 

Imbody'd nations all the champaign hide ; 

Fofles and batteries, growing on the fight, 37^ 

Still pour new thunders and incrcafe the fight. 

Shells. 
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Shells rain before him, rock the fliores around, 

And crags and balls overturn the tented ground ; 

From poft to poft the driven ranks retire, 

The earth in crimfon and the Odes on fire. 380 

Now grateful truce fufpends the burning war, 
And groans and fhouts, promifcuous, load the air ; 
When the tir'd Britons, where the fmokes decay, 
Refign their arms and move in open day. 
Columbus faw th' immcafurable train, 385 

Thoufands on thoufands, redden all the plain ; 
Beheld the glorious Leader fland fedate, 
Hofls in his chain, and banners at his feet ; 
Nor fmile o'er all, nor chide the fallen chief. 
But fhare with pitying eye his manly grief. 390 

Thus thro' th' extremes of life, in every flate. 
Shines the clear foul, beyond all fortune great ; 
While fmaller minds, the dupes of fickle chance. 
Slight woes overwhelm, and fudden joys entrance. 

So the full fun, through all the changing fky, 39^ 

Norblafls, nor overpowers, the naked eye; 

Tho* tranfient fplendors, borrow'd firom his light. 

Glance on the mirror and deftroy the fight. 
He bids brave Lincoln, as they move along, 

Condu6l the triumph of the vanquifh'd throng ; 40 Q 

Who fees, once more, two armies fhade the plain. 

The mighty ri£lors and the captive train. 
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AIL facred Pe^cc, who claim'ft thy1)right abode 
Mid circling faints that grace the throne of God 1 
Before lus arm, around the fhapelefs earth, 
Stretch'd the wide heav'ns, and gave to nature birth j 
Ere morning-ftars his glowing chambers hung, ^ 

X)r fongs of gladnefs woke an angel's tongue, 
Veil'd in the brightnefs of th' Almighty's mind> 
In bleft repofe thy placid form reclined. 
Borne through the heav'ns with his creating voice. 
Thy prefence bade th'unfblding worlds rejoice, iq 

Gave to feraphic harps theirfounding lays, 
Their joys to angels, and to men their praife. 

From fcenes of blood, thefe beauteous fhores diat (lain, 
From gafping friends that pre(s the fanguine plain. 
From fields, long taught in vain diy flight to mourn, 25 
I life, ddightful Poweri and greet thy glad return. 

O a * Too 
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Too long the groans of death, and battle's bray, 

Have rung difcordant through, th'unpleafing lay : . 

Let pity's tear its balmy fragrance fhed, 

O'er heroes' wounds and patriot warriors dead ; -. ^ - 20 

Accept, departed fhades, thefc grateful fighs, 

Your fond attendants to th'approving flues. 

And thou, my eariieft friend;' riiy brother dear> 
Thy fall untimely wakes the tender tear. .^ ^ 

In youthful fport^j injtoiU, io.hlood- allied, ^ ^ ^|_ j^ 
My kind companioa,^nd my hopeful gui%, . . f^ j.-^ i.^jl 
When Heav'n's fad fummoBS, from our infant eyes, .. , ; ^^^/^ 
Had call'd our lafl, lov'd parent to the ikies. . \ ^ 

Tho' young in arms, ^ndftUlobfcure thy name, .,f,^fr. . .^ 
Thy bofom panted for the il^eds of fame, ,s - . ': 3O5 
Beneath Montgomery's eye,, when, by diy fl:ecl, i r 
In northern wilds,, the frequent fevagefell. [ 

Yet, haplefs Youth ! when thy great leader ble^, .-:; ■^r.\.3[ 
Thro' the fame wound thy partiiig fpirit fled. ; . ^ ^; \^ 

But now th'untuncful tryppyihall grate no ngiorc,^^ - .3^. 
Ye filver fl:reams, no longer fwell with^re^ ; > .;^ . [ 
Bear frpm your beauteous bgaiks the^ii^fon ftain; -^ -T 
With yon retiring navies, .te.the.,xnpin.- .* ./rr ^xzT, 
While other views unfolding :gn my ^^ - . «- .;;....., i 
Aiid happier thenaes^bid bolder auphcxs.rii^:._ ;^i, ^-^oX 
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Bring, bounteous Peace, in thy celeftial throng, 

Life to my foiJ," and t^pture to my fong ; 

Grive tne to trace, with pure unclouded ray, 

The arts and virtues that attend thy fway ; 

To fee thy blifsful charms, that here defcehd, ' 45 

Through diftant realms and endlefs years extend. 

To caft new glories o'er the changing clime. 
The Seraph now revers'd the flight of time ; 
RoU'd back'thc years that led their courfe before, ' 

And ftretchM iitirncnfc the wild uncultur'd (hore ; 50 

"The paths of peaceful 'Scifencerais'd to view. 
And fhow'd th' afccnding crowds that ufcfiil arts purfue. ^ 

As o'er the canvafe, when the mafter's mind 
Glows with a fiiture Kindfcape, well defign'd,' 
While gardens, vales/ and ftreets and ftrudiurcs rife, 55 
A new creation to his kindling eyes ; ' 
He fmiles o'er all ; and, In delightful flrife. 
The pencil moves and calls the whole to life. 
So, while the great Cdhimbiis flood fublime. 
And faw wild nature clothe the tracklefs clime ; 60 

The green banks heave, the winding currents pour. 
The bays and harbours cleave the yielding fhore, 
The champaigns Ipread, the folemh groves arife. 
And the rough mountains len^hen rOijhd the fkies; 

O 3 Through 
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Through all the fcene he trac*d> with ikillful ken, 65 

The unform'd feats and future walks of men ; 

Mark'd where the fields fhould bloom, the ftreameisplay^' 

And towns.and empires claim their peaceful fway ^ 

When, fudden waken'd by the Angel's hand> 

They rofe in pomp around the cultured land. 70 

In weftern wilds, where fliU the natives treads 
From fea to fea an inland commerce fpread ; 
O'er the dim fbeams, and thro' the glpomy grove. 
The trading bands thdr cumb'rous burdens move ;* 
Where^furs, and fkins, and all th' exhaufUe& flore y^ 
Of midland realms, defcended to the fhore. 

Where ftunmer's funs, along the northern coaft^ 
With feeble force difiblve the chains of froft, 
Prolific waves the fcaly nations trace^ 
And tempt the toils of man's laborious race. 80 

Though rich Peruvian (brands, beneath the tide^ 
Their rocks of pearl and fparkUng pebbles hide ; 
Lur'd by the gaudy pri^e, a vent*rous train 
Plunge the dark deep and brave the fui^ing main ; 
IX^hoIe teaTms of ilaves the dangerous labours dare,^ 85 

To ftud a fceptre or emblaze a flar : 
Yet wealthier (lores thefc genial tides difplay. 
And bufy throngs with nobler fpoils repay.. 

The 
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The Hero few the hardy hofts advance, 

Caft the long line and aim the barbed lance ; * go 

l40ad the deep floating barks, and bear abroad 

To each hr cCme the life-fuftaining food ; 

While growing fwarms by nature's hand fupplied, 

People the fhoals and fill the fruitful tide. 

Where fouthem {beams thro' broad favannahs bend, 95 
The rice-clad vales their verdiant rounds extend i 
Tobago's plant its leaf expanding yislds. 
The maize luxuriant dothes a thoufand fieldis ; 
Steeds, herds and flocks o'er northern regions rove, 
Smbrown the hill, and wanton thro* the grove ; lOO 

The wood-land^ wide their fturdy honours bend. 
The pines, the live-oaks, to the fhores defcend ; 
Along the ftrand the crooked keels arife. 
The huge hulls heave, and mafts afcend the ikies ; 
Launch'd in the deep- o'er eaftem waves they fly, i o'^ 

Feed fouthern ifles, and Europe's realms fupply. 

Silent he gaxM : when thus the guardian Power :— 
While ufeful toils like thefe adorn the (hore. 
The liberal arts with more diftinguifli'd praife. 
Shall crown dieir labours and thy rapture raife. 1 10 

Each orient realm, the former pride of earth, 
Wher e menand fcience drew their anctent birth, 

O 4 Shall 
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Shall foon behold, on this enlighten'd coaft, 

Their fame.tranfcended, ^nd their glory loft. 

That train of arts, that grac'd mankind before, 1 1 r 

Warm'd the glad Sage, or taught the Mufe to foar, 

Here with^fuperiprfway their prog^refs trace, 

And aid the triumphs of thy filial rape ; . - 

While rifing crowds, with genius unconfin'd, 

Thro' deep invention^ lead th' aftonifti'^ mind, i2!ft 

\y ide o'er tlie world t^eir name unrivall'd raife, - i. ' ' 

And bind their temples with immort^ bay?*. . ' .•....•';" 

In youthfiil minds to wake a virtpo\is^fliaj?xe, . 
To nurfe the arts, and point the pat^§,pffenfte»' 
Behold their Uberal fires, with guardiai> ,Qare, • \ 125^ 
Thro' all the realms their feats of fcien^e rear* " 

Great without pomp the modeft manfjpns fland. 
Harvard and Yale and Princeton :grace the land, 
Penn's peaceful dome his youths with rapture greet, 
On James's bank Virginian mufes meet, • 130 

York's beauteous town her college wall^ conunand, 
Bofom'd in groves, fee growing Dartmouth fland ; 
While, o'er the.reahn refle<9:ing folar fires. 
On yon tall hill, Rhode-Ifland's feat afpires. 

O'er all the fhore, with fails and cities gay, 135 

And where rude hamlets ftretch their inland fway. 

With 
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With humbler walls unnumber'd fchools arife, 
And home-bred freemen feize the folid prize. 
In no bleft land has Science rear'd her fane, 
And fix'd fo firm her peace-diflfufing reign i 140 

Each ruftic here, that turns the-furrow'd foil,- 
The maid, the youth, that ply mechanic toil. 
In freedom nurft, in ufeful artsinur'd, - 
Know their juft claims, and fee their right? Xecor'd. . - 
And lO"! defqeoding from the. feats of art, . * 145* 

The growing dirongs for acjlive fcenes. depart 4 
In various garbs the^ .tread the welcome lapid. 
Swords at their fide or ftatutes in. their hand. 

With healing powers bid dire difeafesceafe, . 

« ' ■ 

Or found the tidings of eternal peace. ; ;t ^ ^59. 

. Iij no bleft land has fair religion (hone, ..^ '■ 

Andfix'd fo figu her everlafling. tlirone.. , . 
Where o'er thc: realms thofe fpaeious temples ftune, 
Frequent and full the throng'd afTemblies join ; 
There, fir'd with virtue's animating flame, 155 

TUci preacher's tafk perfuafive fages claim ; 
The tafk, for angels great — in early youth. 
To lead whole nations in the walks of truth, 
To fhed the bQams of knowledge on the mind. 
In bands of peace to harmonize mankind, i6o 

To 
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To life, to happmefe, to joys above. 

The foften'd foul with ardent «al to move. 

For this the voice of Heav'n, in early years, 

Tun'd the glad fongs of life-infpiring fecrs j 

For this confenting (eraphs leave die fkies, 165 

Reveal the path of life, and teach them how tp rife* -' /' 

Tho' different £uths their various orders ihoWy 
That feem difcordant to the train below ; 
Th^ tread the &me bright fteps, and finoothe the road^ 
Lights of the world and meflengers of God. x^O 

So the galaxy broad o'er heaven diiplay^ 
Of various ftars the fame unbounded blaze ; 
Where great and fmall their mingling rays unite, 
And earth and flues repay the fiiendly hght.. 

While thus the Hero view'd the facred band, 175 

Mov'd by one voice and guided by one hand. 
He faw the heav'ns unfold, a form defcend, 
Down the dim fldes his arm of light extend, ' 
From God's own altar bear a living coal. 
Touch their glad lips and brighten every foul ; i8jO 

To liftening crowds from each accordant tongue. 
O'er the wide clime thefe welcome accents rung': — 

Ye darkling race of poor diftreft mankind, ' *.. • 

For blifs flill groping and to virtue bUnd, r . 

Hear 
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Hear from on high th' Almighty's voice deicend ; x8 j 

Te heavens, be filent, and thou earth, attend. 

J reign the Lord of life ; I fill the round 

Where ftars and flues and angels know their bound ; 

Before all years, beyond all thou^t I live, 

Lig^t, form and motion, time and fpace I give ; 190 

TouchM by this hand, all worlds within me roll. 

Mine* eye their fplendor, and my breath their fouL 

Earth, with her lands and feas, my power proclaims. 

There moves my ffurk, there defcend my flames ; 

Grac'd with the femblance of the Maker's mind, 19^ 

]^fe from the darkfome daft the reasoning kind. 

With powers of thou^t to trace th' eternal caufe^ 

That all his works to one great fyftem draws. 

View the full dmn of love, th* altruting plan^ ~ 

That binds the God, the angel, and the man, ftoo 

That gives aU hearts to feel, all minds to know 

The blifs of harmony, of ftrife the woe. 

This heav'n of concord, who of mortal ftrain 

Shall dare oppofe-f-he lifts his arm in vain ; 

Th' avenging univerfe on him ihall roll 205 

Th' intended wrong, and whelm his guilty foul. 

Then lend yonr audience ; hear, ye fons of earth, . 

Bile int^ life^ behold the piomis'd birth ; 

from 
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From paip to joy, frotag^ilt'toigldi^ iSfe^T r.o mc^^ v. *'. 
Be babes on earth, .Be .graph's in thcikSes^./ .invr^^,\Q.i^ 
O'er mortal fcenc&xxalt dib dieathl^fs m u a d ^.cj -.L -;;■ : !, 
Andfehwth^ bldfiings.otf.k ndskzkind;. ::.:'?. ■■■'. 
That wait your dboice^ that d-own, in MforUsabcwe^ 1 
The fainted hdft, • &C'i6rft4)om fans dflnvc*-^f /:.: "i tiif;^' .^ 
View the ghrf throngs jdaegkrioia trfmiiph!joiri,^'%bai'jJ* 
Their p^ths purfttc, and in their fpleaidorftiihe/^ : "-"hi 
Hail,^with feiaphic fiottilcfi, die blcft bhodc;/ ' . . ;: : 'I 
Affume their fpotlcfe rcbcs^ sid reign befi^. ycrar.-Cod^rr 

Thushc^ard the Hcro-r-whik hJBrdwn'gTifcw - '•* 

Trac'd othfSr crowds thafc literal arts. puriue';"'"^ riv>u Jatac^ 
When tlju^ die Seraph^-^Ld; ql b^enthmd^^-'r, jA. ^ ^ 
The torch of^fi^ienbe Auhihgin their hand! . -^ ' " * 
Thro' nati^'s rangje theif 'andcBt fouls aipirc» ii- = - "' 
Or wake to life thecaovafs indthe lyre; ' " •' i J 

Fixt in fublimefl thought, J^hdld them rife, :. < ^••■^ ^aa^^ 
Superior worlds unfcddk^ to their eyes ; : ' ' ' i i ■'.' S 
Heav'n in their view unveils th' eternal^plan, .: . x." 

And gives new guidance to thepaths rf-man. 

See on yon dark'ning height bold FranleUn treads 

Heav'n's awful thunders .^ling o'er hishead ^: '*' J ' 23O 

Convolving clouds the billowy Ikies deform^/'>r ? ->4 '•■ ' ^ 

And forky flames .emblaze thcJbljick'ningiWrm- o*' - ' -^^ 

V See 
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Sec the d«(cending ftreams arbund-hlm bum, 

Glance on hi$ r6d,-ihd with his ■guidance turn ; 

He bids conflifting heav'ns their Wafts expire, 235 

Obrbs the fierce blaze and holds'tfi' impriffon'd iire. 

No more, when folding ftorms the vault o*erfprea:d, 

The livid glare fhall ftrike thy race with dread ; ' 

Nor towers nor temples, fliuddcring with the fbiind, 

Sink in the flames snd fpread'ddtfaiHorf' round." 240 

Hkdarii^' toils, ihe threat*nii4g:blaft that wait. 

Shall teach maiikini to ivardttcfBoits of fate ; 

The pointed tfteelo'er-top the Itifiy fpife, '' '' 

And lead from- trembling walls^'ffie haiinlefs fire ; 

In his glad fa«te^ while diftaht v<r6rlds Vejoice, ^' ' 245 

Fjfr*as the lightnings Brine cfrHhmdets raife their v^pe/ 
- - • » ,'.. - ' T!..^ f. -. ;• 

See the fagotSitterihoufc,' Wfth ki»dfeWt eye, '""" * * ' 

Lift the long tube arid pierce ffid ttaiVy Iky ; 

Clear in his view the cmOTniffyuemS roH; - 

And broader fptenffcrsigiiaifid'c^Gtf pblo;. * '* "250' 

He marks what laws th' eccentric wand'rers bind, 

Copie9.t:t«atiim4n.hiBfor*nif1g'hlirtd,* . 

And bids,Vbcneath his hand, in femblance rife, • ■ ■ • 

With Tnimicorbs, the 'hb<Hi^'^',qf ihe. ikies. - a l j : ? 

Here wdiid'ring crowds with rijbir'd eyebeljoM . - ;^55^ 

The fpangled heavens their myftic maze unfold ; 

While 
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While each glad fiige Us fplendid hall may grace^ 
With all the fpheres that cleave th' edierial fpaces. 

To guide the failor in his wandering way. 
See Godfrey's * toils reverfe tfie beams of day. . t6o 

His lifted quadrant to the eye difplays 
From adverfe Ikies the counteraSing rays; 
And marks, as devious (ails bewilder'd roll» 
Each nice gradation frx>m the ftedfaft pole* 

See, Weft with glomng life the canvafe warms ; %6g 
His fovereign hand creates impafiionM forms. 
Spurns the cold critic rules,- to feize the heart. 
And boldly burfts the fortner bounds of Art. 
No more her powers to ancient lore confin*d» ' 

JHciOB^ her liberal aid to all mankind ; ' ^^d^ 

And calls to life each patriot, chief, or bg^ 
Garb'd in the dreSs and drapery of his age. * 
Again bold Regulus to deatl^ returns. 
Again her falling Wolfe firitannia mourns f 



* It it lefs from national vanity, than from a regard to truth 
and a deiire of rendering peiiboal^^ftice, that the author wiihes 
to reftify the hiftory of Science iri the circumftance here al- 
luded to. The inftrument, knovm by the. name of Hadley's 
Quadrant, now univerially in ufe and generally attributed to 
Dr. Hadley, was invented by Mr. Gbofrey of Ftuladelphia* 

Edward 
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Edward in arms to frowning. combat moves, 275 

Or, won to pity by the queen he loves, 
Spares the devoted Six^ whofedeathlefs deed 
Prc^ferv'd the town his vengeance doomM.tp bleed. 

With rival force, fee Copley's pencil trace 
The air of afiipn ^nd the charms of face. . si8o 

Fair in his tints ^unfold the fcenes of flate. 
The fenate liftens and the peers debate ; 
Pale confternation every heart appals, 
In Z&. to fpeak, while death-ftruck Chatham falls. 
He bids dread Calpe ceafe to fhake the waves, 285 

While Elliott's arm the hoft of Bourbon faves 5 
0*cr the wing'd batteries finking in the flood, 
Mict flames and darknefs» drenched in hoftile blood; 
Britannia's foris extend their generous hand. 
To fnatch their £be$ from death, and bear them to the iand» 

Fir'd with the martial toils, that bath'd in gore 
His hrave companions on his native fhore^ 
Trumbull with dating hand the ftrife recalls. 
He fliades with nig^t Quebec's beleagur'd walls, 
Mid flaihing flames, thatroond the turrets rife, . 295 
Blind carnage rav^ and great Mon^emery dies. 
On Charleftown's height, thro' floods of rolling fire, 
J3rave Warren bSls, aad fulkn holb tetire ; 

While 
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While other plains of death, diat gloohi the fkie^. 

And chiefs immortal, o'er his canvafs rife. 300 

See rural feats of innocence -and eafe. 
High-tufted towers and walks of waving trees. 
The white waves daifhlng on the craggy fliores, 
Meand'ring ftreams and ineads 'of fpahgled flowers, 
Where nature's fons their wild exciirfions lead, 30 c 

In juft defign, from Taylor's pencil fpread. 

Steward and Brown the ni6ving portrait raife. 
Each rival firoke the force of life conveys ; 
See circling Beauties roiind their tablets ftahd, ' 
And rife immortal from tlieir plaflic haiid ; 3 lO 

Each breathing foirm {)tcferves' its wbnted grace, ' 
And all the foul ftands fpeakiiig in the fac6. 

Two kindred arts the- fwellihg ftatue hfetve, 
Wake the dead wix; and teacH the flbriV to TiveV '^ 
While the bold chiffd claims the rug^tf Wfe; ' ' ' " 315 
To roufe the fceptred marbfeintb' lifi ^"'^-' ^^i^'-^- ' • '' - 
See Wright's fair hands the liveKtt'^re ?oStr&ui^ "''' ' 
In waxen forms flie breatli^ tlMmpaffiofi^SfbuI; ' 
The pencil'd tint o'er nid?^^ 'KSbflante^io^s,'^ 

And different povvers th^ vfKrl^aflM aft '^^2nrpofe. 320 

Grief, rage and fear bfe'rieatii her' fingetVftart; 

Roll the wild eye and ii(AM<f^6iirft/ft^^^ ' "' 

.: ' While 
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While flambering heroes wait her wakening caQ, 
And diftarit ages fill the ft6ry*4 hall. 

To equal fartie afcends thy tunefiil throng, , J2 j 

The boaft of genius and the pride of fong ; 
Warm'd with the fcenes that grace their various clime, 
Their lays fhall triumph o'^r the lapfc of time. 

Withkeen-eyM glance thro* nature's walks to pierce, 
With all the powers and every charm of verfe, 330 

JEach fcience opening in his ample mind, 
His fancy glowing andhis tafte refinM, 
See Trumbull lead the train. His Ikilful han4 
Hurls the keen darts of Satire thro' the land 5 ' 
Pride, knavery, dullnefs, feel his mortal flings, 335 

'And lift'ning virtue triumphs while he Cngs ; 
Proud Albion^s fons, vidldrious now no jnorc, 
In guilt retiring from the wafted fliore, 
Strive their culft cruelties to hide in vain— 
The world (hall learn them from his deathlefs ftrain. 340 

On glory's wing to raife the ravifli'd foul, 
Beyond the bounds of earth's benighted pole, 
For daring Dwight the epic Mufe fublime 
Hails her new empire on the weftem climeJ 
Fir'd with the themes by feers feraphic fung, 345 

Heav'n in his eye, and rapture on bis tongi:^ 

P His 
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While other plains of death, diat gloom the flde^, 

And chiefs immortal, o*er his canvafs rife. 300 

See rural feats of innocence -and cafe. 
High-tufted towers and walks of waving trees. 
The white waves daifhTng on the craggy fliores, 
Meand'ring ftreams and ineads -of fpangled flowers, 
Where nature's fons- Aeir wild exciirfions lead, 305 

Injuftdefign, from Taylor's pencil fpread. 

Steward and Brown the ni6ving portrait raife. 
Each rival ftroke the force of life conveys ; 
See circling Beauties rbiihd their tabletis ftahd, ' 
And rife immortal liFom their pMic hatid ; 31O 

Each breathing fdirm pfrfeiVeis^its wbnted grace, '^ 

• r ^ i I '• f 

And all the foul ftands fpeakmg in the faci^. 

Two kindred arts the- fwellihg ftatiie h&ve. 
Wake the dead wix; and teacH'the flSiriV to live. 
While the bold chiffdi cfeiitis the rug^tfSSiife; '" '' " 315^ 
To roufe the fceptred marblelntb' lifi ?^''<^-'^^^-^^ ' ' • - 
See Wright's fair hands' the liveli^fee ?orftr^ui;' '''''" " 
In waxen forms flie breatftfe tliMmpaffiol^'d'fdul ; "^ 
The pencU'd tint o'er nid?^^ '-Wrbflarifce^lov^'s,^ ' ' ' 
And different powers th^ vfKrl^aflM aft '^^pofe ' ' 326 
Grief, rage and fear bfe'rieatii hief firigeh'ftartj '^ 

Roll the wild eye and p(Ati^*tt<f'6tit^jftg^hbVf, ' • 

.: * While 
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While flambering heroes wait her wakening caQ, 
And diftarit ages fill the ft6ry*4 hall. 

To equal fartie afcends thy tuneful throng, . j^j 

The boaft of genius and the pride of fong ; 
Warm'd with the fcenes that grace their various clime, 
Their lays fhall triumph oVr the lapfc of time. 

Withkeen-eyM glance thro* nature's walks to pierce, 
With all the powers and every charm of verfe, 330 

JElach fcience opening in his ample mind^ 
His fancy glowing andhis tafte refined, 
See Trumbull lead the train. His fkilful han4 
Hurls the keen darts of Satire thro' the land ; ' 
Pride, knavery, dullnefs, feel his mortal flings, 335 

'And lifl'ning virtue triumphs while he Cngs ; 
Proud Albion^s fons, vidldrious now no jnorc, 
In guilt retiring firom the wafted fhore, 
Strive their culft cruelties to hide in vain— 
The world fhall learn them from his deathlefs ftrain, 34O 

On glory's wing to raife the ravifli'd foul,. 
Beyond the bounds of earth's benighted pole, 
For daring Dwight the epic Mufe fublime 
Hails her new empire on the weflem climeJ 
Fir'd with the themes by feers feraphic fung, 345 

Heaven m his eye, and rapture on bis tong;i:^ 

P His 
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His voice divine revives the Promjs'd Land, *• 

The Heav'n-taught Leader and die chofen band. 
-In Hanniel's ^c, proud fadion finds her. doom, - 

Ai's midnight flames light nations to their tomb, ^ff^ 

In vifions bright fupernal joys arc given. 
And all the dread futurities of heaven. 

While freedom's ^ufe his. patriot bofom warms. 
In counfel fage, nor inexpert in arms, 
See Humphreys glorious from tlie field retire, gjJJ, 

Sheathe the glad fword and firing the founding lyre ; 
That lyre whj^ erft, in hours of dark.defpair, ;, 

Rous'd the fad realms to urge th' unfinifh'd wat. 
O'er fallen friends, with all the ftrength of woe. 
His heart-felt fighs in moving numbers flow ; • 360 

His country's wrongs, her duties, dapgers, praifc. 
Fire his full foul and animate his .%"&;. . ~ . 
Immortal Wafhington with joy fhall own* 
So fond a fav'rite and fo brave a bn, / 
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truth. 
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^NI>now the Angel, from the trembling fight, 
Veird the wide world — ^when fudden fhades of night 
Move o'er th* etherial vault ; the ftyry train 
Paint their dim fornix beneath the placid main ; 
While earth and heav*n, around the Hero's eye, 5 

Seem arch'd immenfe, like one furroundirig fky. 
Still,, from the Power fuperior fplendors fhone. 
The height emblazing like a radiant throne ; 
To converfe fweet the foothing fhades invite, 
And on the Guide the Hero fix'd his fight. lO 

Kind meffcnger of Heav'n, he thus began^ 
Why this progrcffive lab'ring fearch of man ? 
If man, by wlfdom formed, hath pow^er to reach. 
Thefe opening truths that foDowing ages teadi. 
Step after ftep, thro' dfcvious paths to wind, 15 

And fill at laft the m^afure of the mind, 

P 3 Why 
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Why did not Heav'n, with one wiclouded ray, 

All human arts and reafon's powers difplay ? 

That mad opinions, and feftarian ftrife 

Might find no place t* imbitrer human life. 20 

To whom th' Angelic Power : — To thee 'tis given 
To hold high converfe and enquire of Heaven, 
To mark untravers'd ages, and to trace 
The promis'd truths that wait thy kindred race, 
'Know then, the counfels of the Maker's mind, 25 

Thro' nature's range, progreffive paths defign'd. 
ProgrefTivc works at ef ery flep^ we trace, 
Thro' all duration and around all fpace ; 
Till power and wifdom all their parts combine, 
And full perfedlipn fpeaks the work divine. . 30 

So the firfl: week beheld the progrefs rife. 
Which form'd the earth and arch'd the ambient fkies. 
Dark and imperfe£t firft, the formlefs frame 
Trom vacant night to crude exiftence came ; 
Light ftarr'd the heav'ns and funs were taught their bound. 
Winds woke their force, and floods their centre found ; 
Earth's kindred elements, in joyous ftrife, 
Warm'd the glad glebe to vegetable life. 
Till fenfe and power and afliion claim'd their place, 
And godlike reafon crown'd th' imperial race. 40 

'Tis 
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*Tis thus meek. Science, from creation's birth. 

With time's long circuit treads the darkfome earth. 

Leads in progreffive march th' enquiring mind, 

To curb its paffionSianAats blifs to find, • *- 

To guide the rcas'ning power, and fmoothe the road, 4^ 

That leads mankind to nature and to God. ' 

In elder times, \vhen favage tribes began, 
A few ftrong pafEons ftvay'd the wayward man ; 
Envy, revenge, and fateleii lufl of power 
Fir'd the dark foul, and ftain'd the fields with gore ; 5^ 
Till growing bands fupcrior ftrength fupply'd, , 
And wall'd their cities with the towers of pride. 
And when by force the infant arts arofe. 
They hir'd the envy of furrounding foes ; ' 
Some favage band would feize the peaceful prey, 55 

And blaft the learning, to obllrufl: the fway. 

Thus, at the Mufe*s call, when Thebes arofe. 
And Science dawn'd v^ere nurt'ring Nilus flovvS, 
Rich with the toils of art, bold ftru6iures blaz'd. 
And barb'rous nations enyy'd as they gaz'd; 60 

The wond'rous pyramid, the tempting ftote. 
The charm of conqucft, -and the grafp- of -power, 
Lur'd the dark world, .with envious pride elate, . 
To whelm fair Science in the wredt&of ftato y- ■ . 

P 4 Till 
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Till Thebes and Memphis namelefe ruins lie> 65 

And crufli the race that raisM them to the £ky. 

O'er Chaldca's pjbins her fons began to ftray. 
To count the ftars, and trace their ewl'andVing way j 
Where the glad (hepherd learn'd the Ikies to read. 
His loves t6 cherifh and his flocks to feed ; 70 

Till haughty Babel ftretchM an envy'd fvvtiyj, 
And furious millions warr'd the arts away. 

lliffus* banks difplay*d a happier feat. 
Where every Mufe and all the virtues, meet. 
To grace tjie Grecian ftates ; then, fleering far, 7 j 

Driv*^ by the clpfe purfuit of vengeful wmv 
Stit v/ings her flight, a weftern region gains. 
And Snds a home on L3Hium*s friendly plains. 

But forc« and conqueft follow where ihe leads. 
Her labours changing to heroic deeds, 60 

Kome*s haughty GeniuS; taught by her to foar. 
With pride of learning fwell'd the' pride of powa*. 
From Brit&> from Scythians pIuckM the laurel crow% 
Ar.d dceni'd by right ili unlettered world his own* 
Till, firM by infuit, vengeful myriads rofc, 8.5 

And all the north pourM forth the fwarming foes ; . 
Like fvveepirtg tcmpefts in embattled heaven, 
When fire and blacknefi ftrcak the fails of even. 
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The grifly Goths' imbodied nations rife, 

The toils of ages ipread the tempting priz« ; 90 

Spain, Latium, Afric, feed the furious flame. 

And haplefs Science mourns her buried name^ 

As when the fun moves o'er the flaming zon^c. 
Careering clouds attend his fervid throne, 
Superior fplendors, in his courfe difplay'd* 95 

Proclaim the prbgrefs of a heavier fhade ; 
Thus where the Power her ancient circuit held. 
Her fhinlng courfe fucceeding darknefs veii*i 
Fear, intereft, envy bound her narrow reign, 
A coaft her walk, the Hellefpont her main^ ico 

Ere Goya's magnet pointed to the pole. 
Or taught thy bark o'er wider worlds to roDL, 

At length the fcene a nobler pomp aflumcs, 
A milder beam difpels the Gothic glooqis j 
In fober majefty, and charms of peace, 105 

The goddefs moves, and cheers her filial race. 
Lifts bolder wings,, with furer flight tq foar. 
No more to reft, till heav'n illumes no more. 

At once, confenting nations rife to fame ; 
Here Charles's genius wakes the Gallic name, 1 10 

There Alfred aids, the univerlal caufe, 
And opes the (burce of liberty and lawsj 

S!lJ^ 
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She claims in Greece her long deferted home, 

la wild Germania rears her Gothic dome ; 

Extends her fway o'er bleft Arabian plains 115 

Where her own Caliph, liberal Rachid, reigns, 

While all the climes confefs her fpreading power, 

From fartheft Ganges to th' Atlantic ihore. 

Ev*n horrid war, that erfl her courfe withftood. 
And whelm'd, fo oft, her peaceful fhrines in blood, I2(i 
Now leads thro' paths unfeen her glorious way, 
Widens her limits, and fecures her fway. 
From Europe's realms the Chriftian zealots pour 
In crowding millions to the Afian fhore ; 
Mankind their prey, th' unmeaning Crofs their pride, 1 2$ 
And facred vengeance their delufive guide. 
Zeal points their way thro' famine, toil and blood. 
To aid with arms th' imagin'd caufe of God ; 
Till fields of flaughter whelm the broken hoft. 
Their pride appall'd, their countlefs myriads loft, 130 

Tlie fad remains to Europe's fliores return, 
And there tranfplant the arts that eaftern climes adorn, 

Tlie rival barons, whom ambition draws 
Their wealth to lavifli in the Holy Caufe, 
In peace retiring, yield the kingly crown, 135 

And blend their counfels to exalt the throne. 

While 



♦ BOOK THE EIGHTH. aj^ 

While flaves, no longer purchas'd with the foil, 

Half wake to freedom and protefled toil, 

Exchange the feudal for the regal reign, 

In queft of commerce tempt the friendly main, 140 

Find in the magnet's power a faithful guide, 

Ami ftretch the fail o'er every diilant tide. 

See Rome once more the finer arts attend, 
Her groves rfewarble and her walls afcend ; 
Bologna's * learned feats arife to fame, 145 

And, Paris, thine fuf)erior honours claim ; 
In rival fplendor fair Oxonia fmiles, 
And fpreads her bleflings o'er the Briti/h ifles ; 
There, like the ftar that leads the orient day, • 

Chaucer dire<Sfe his tuneful fons their way. ' 1^0 

See bold Copernicus with ardent foul 
Explore the ftar^nd teach their orbs to roll ; 
And Fauftus, f with a happier ftretch of mind. 
Awakes th' unbounded genius of mankind: 

* The univerfities of Bologna, Paris and Oxford, as to the 
dates of their inftitution, are placed in this order by Dr. Robert- 
fon in his introduftion to the hiftory of Charles V. 

t Perhaps there is no fubje6t in the hiftory of art, on which 
the aflertions of writers have been fo various with refpe6t to the 
name of the inventer, as on that of printing. I have afcribed 
this invention to John Faulhis ; though I can fcarcely recoJIeft 
on which of the numerous authorities I grounded my opinion. 
One would think a difcovery of this nature would have been 

more 
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Wide o^cr the world his letter'd types difplay 15^ 

The works of Science, and confirna heir fw^y^ 

Bold chivaby romantic aids her caufe ; 
In faonocir's name the kni^t his falchion draws ; 
Liir'd by the cliarros that grace the guardlefs Fair, 
To virtue's cries he I>ends his generotis care, |6o 

Thro' toil and pain in qiieft of glory roves, 
Braves death and danger for the maid he loves ; 
While lir'd by gallantry, the generous art 
Improves the manners an4 amends the heart. 

When pride and rapine held their vengeful (wzf^ 165 
And praife purfu'd where conqueft l?d the way^ 
K^fture's fereneft grace, the ftmale mind. 
By rough-browM power negleScd apd confin'i 
Unheeded figh'd, mid empire*s rude alarms^ 
Unknown its virtue, and enflav*d its ch^(^s» 17Q 

So the lone wild-rofe opes the fweeteft bloom, 
To fcent th' unconfcio^s thprn, and wither rouftd the tomb^ 

more likely than ^ny other to have thrown a fplendor upon 
its own origin, and tp have perpetuated its own hiftorv. 
But the obfcurity in which it is involved is probably 
owing to this circumftance, that the art was at nrft con- 
fidered as diabolical ; thofe who firft pra£tifcd it wcf e perfe- 
cuted ; and as they fled from one country to another, they were 
probably obliged to change their names. The man wl^o firft 
carried the ait into France, was taken up as a forcerer, ^da 
prdfecution wais carried on againjft Jbim as fuch, by the doftors 
pf law. 

Bleft 
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^eft Sdence Acn, to rugged toils confin'd^ * 

Rofe but to conqu<;r and eaflav€ mankind. 
O'er gentle paffions fpr6ad a harih controul, 175 

And >vak'd the glare of grandeur in the foul. 
She taught the lance to thirft for human gore, 
fflie taught pale avarice to fwell the florc, 
Taught milder arts the peaceful prize to yield. 
Her Mufe to thunder thro^ th' embattled field ; 180 

3h ruinM reabfis to build the fhrine of fame. 

And call celeftial aid to raife a tyrant's name. 

In chains and darkneis mournM the haplefe Fair, 

The price of -gold, th' infulted priat of i¥ar, 

While fires, unfeeling, daim'd the fordid dower, 185 

And nymphs were fold the Haves of luft and power. 
A happier mom now brightens in the fkie$» 

Superior arts, in peaceful glory, rife ; 

While fofter virtue daiai &e public care. 

And crowns of laurel grace the rilittg Fair. 190 

While ftates and empires, policies and laws. 

Lure the firm patriot in the bolder caufe. 

To ftcm the tide of power or guide jhe war. 

Like thee to fufier and like thee to dare— ^ 

With equal honour, as with fofter grace, 19V 

Xhe well-tai^ht juatxon guides tlie infapt l^e. 

Od 
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On this broad bafe while Science rears her hntf 
New toils and triumphs fill her glorious train. 
Thro' fairer fields fhe leads th' expanding mind. 
Glads every clime, and dignifies mankipd. 200 

Tho' ftill the pride of kings the ftrife maintain). 
Their hofts wide fweeping o'er the feas and pUins } 
With engines new they rend the harmlefe air,. . 
And lofe the horrors in the pomp of wan 

While the glad fagc to ufbfyl labours; foars, apj 

Tempts other feas and unknown worlds explores. 
Bids feeble tribes difplay. their powers .abro<K}, . , 

And regions fmile. without the waftp pf bJkK>d. c. 

Then, while the dafing Mufe, from heav'-nly quires. 
With life divine.thc raptur'dhard inlpiresj, .; art 

With bolder hand be ftrjk^s the trenaWing ftft^^ • 
.Virtues and loves and depds Uke thiue to fk^. : * 

No more with vepgeful .chiefs and fiiripus gpd% 
01^ Ocean crimfpns and.Qlympus Jiods, . -, 
Nor heav'ns, cctnvplfiYC r«i>d the dark piT>fo^a4i . : '^X$ 
Nor Titans groan beneath thp beavj^g ground j - . ; ♦ 
But milder thenies foall >vakp the poct^-ioig,- :. '; . '. >' * 
Life in the foul and raptjjrc on tbe tppgue;] ■ r : . .: * * T 
To moral charms he. bids the world .attend^ ■ : ; . ; 

fraternal nations focial .tks exteod,,, ^ ; . - dsisd 

-Thro* 
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•TKro* union'd realms the rage of conqueft ceafc, 
War fink in night, and nature fmile in peace. 
Then fliall he foar fublimer heights, and rove 
O'er brighter walks, and purer climes of love ; 
Rapt into vifion of the bleft abode, 225 

' From Angel-harps to catch th' infpiring God ; 
Thro' heav'ns o'er-canopy'd by heav'ns, behold 
New funs afcend and other fkies unfold. 
Seraphs ^nd fyftem'd worlds around him Ihine, ' 
And lift his mortal ftrains to harmony divine. 130 

To thefe fuperior flights, the Chief rejoinM, 
If future years fhall raife the roving mind ; 
Progreflive arts exalt the foul on high, 
Peace rule die earth, and faith unfold the fky ; ' 

Say, how fliall truths like thefe to man be given, ' 235 
Oi-* Science find the limits mark'd by Heaven ? 

In every age flnce reas'ning pride began. 
And heav'n's dread Sire reveal'd himfelf to man, 
Whaik different faiths the changing race infpire ! 
What blind devotions and unhallow'd fire ! 240 

What gods of human form and favage power 
Cold fear could fafhion or mad zeal adore ! 
Thefe ci-owd their temples, ♦thofe their names defpife. 
In each dire caufe th' exulting martyr dies ; 

Till, 
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Till, fenfe rcnounc'd, and virtue driven afer, H45 

Rage fires the realms, religion founds to war ; 

And the firft blefling Heaven for earth defign'd, 
' Proves the fevereft curie that waits mankind. 

Say then, my Guide,— if heav'nly wifdom gave 

^To erring man a life beyond the grave*— 150 

Jf one creative Power^ one living foul 

Produc'd all beings and preferves the whole ; 

Who, wronM in light, widi full perfedtion blaft, 

Alid changing worlds, enjoys eternal reft ; 

While man, ftill grov'ling, paffionate, a|d blind, £55 

Wars with liis neighbour and deftroys his kind— - 

Say, what connedlmg chain, in endlefs line, 
" jUnks earth to heav'n, and mortal with divine, 

Applies alike to every age and dime. 

And lifts the foul beyond the bounds of time ; «6o 

And when fhall Science trace th' immortal way, 

And hail religion in her native day 5 

The Power retum'd :— Thy race fliall foon behold 

Keafon expand and moral lights unfold ; 

While Science rifes, freed from pedant pride, St65 

Of truth the ftandard and of faith the guides 

The paffions wild, that fwaj the changii^ mind^ 

The reafoning powers, her watchful guides defign'd, 

E^oh^ 
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•• When, cloth'd majeftic in the robes of ftate, 
Mov'd by one voice, in general council meet 
The fathers o^ all empires : *twas the place, 
Near the firft footfteps of the human race, 
Where wretched men, firft wandering from their God 39^; 
Began their feuds and led their tribes abroad. 
In this mid region, this delightful clime, 
Rear'd by whole realms, to brave the wrecJks of tift^l\ 
A fpacious ftru6lure rofe, fublimely great, 
The laft refort, th' unchanging fcene of ftate. 406 

On rocks of adamant the walls afcend, 
Tall columns heave, and Parian arches bend ; 
High o'er the golden roofs, the riftng fpircsj 
F?ir in the concave meet the folar fires ; 
Four blazing fronts, with gates unfolding high. 
Look, with immortal fplendor, round the Iky : 
Hither the delegated fires afcend. 
And all the cares of every clime attend. 
As the fair firft-born meffengers of Heaven, 
To whom the care of ftars and funs is given, 410 

When the laft circuit of their winding fpheres 
Ftath finifti'd time and mark'd their fum of years, 
From all the bounds of fpace ( their labours done ) 
Shall wing their triumphs to th* eternal tlirone ; 

S Each; 
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Each, from his far, dim fky, illumes the road, 415 

And fails and centres tovv'rd the mount of God ; , 
There, in mid heav'n, their honour'd feats to fprcad. 
And ope th' untarnifh'd volumes of the dead : 
So, from all climes of earth, the gathering throng. 
In fhips and chariots, fhape their courfe along, 420 

Reach with unwonted fpeed the place affign'd 
To he» and give the counfels of mankind. 

Now the dread concourfe, where the arches bend. 
Pour thro' "by thoufands, and their feats afcend. 
Far as the centred eye can range around, 425 

Or the deep trumpet's folemn voice refound, 

Long rows of reverend fires, fublime, extend, 
nd cares of worlds on every brow fufpend. 

High in the front, for manlier virtues known, 

A fire eleft, in peerlefs grandeur, fhone ; 430 

And rifing op'd the univerfal caufe,. 

To give each realm its limit and its laws ; 

Bid the laft breath of dire contention ceafe, 

And bind all regions in the leagues of peace, 

Bid one great empire, with extenfive fway, 435 

Spread with the fun, and bound the walks of day, 

One centred fyflem, one all-ruling foul, 

Live thro' the parts, and regulate the whole. 

Hcre> 
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ticre, faid the Angel with a blifsftil fmile, 
^ . fiehold the fruits of thy unwearied toil. 440 

*f o yon far regions of defcending day, 
Thy fwelling pinions led th* untrodden way. 
And taught mankind advent'rous deeds to dare. 
To trace new feas and peaceful empires rear ; 
lience, by fraternal hands, their fails unfurl'd^ 44 j 

Have wavM, at laft, in union o'er the world. 

Then let thy ftedfaft foul no more complain 
Of dangers brav'd and griefs endiir'd in vain, 
Of courts infidious, envy's poifon'd ftiilgs, 
The lofs of empite, and the frown of kings ; 450 

While thefe bright views thy troubled thoughts compofc, 
To fpurn the vengeance of ipfulting foes i 
And all the joys defcending ages gain. 
Repay thy labours and remove thy pain* 



THE END. 



